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PETITION

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1)

That the Petitioner herein, Gujarat Electricity Transmission Corporation
Limited (GETCO) is a company incorporated under the provisions of the
Companies Act 1956 and is the transmission licensee and State Transmission
Utility in the State of Gujarat. The Petitioner has been entrusted with functions
of the grant of connectivity and open access (except STOA) and enters into the
Connectivity Agreement and the Transmission Agreement in regard to the

renewable energy projects.

GETCO is filing the present Petition in regard to the Order No. 1 of 2024 related
to Wind Solar Hybrid Projects and Procedure for Grant of Connectivity to
Projects based on Renewable Sources to intra-State Transmission System in
regard to the consideration of need for permitting the transfer of connectivity
in cases where the Renewable Projects are being promoted and allowed to be
established under a Scheme involving RE Project Developer acting for group

of RE Projects entities till the commissioning and Commercial Operation /RE

Park Developers.

A copy of the Order No. 1 of 2024 is attached hereto and marked as Annexure
A. A copy of the Procedure dated 7.01.2023 for Grant of Connectivity to
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6)

5

Projects based on Renewable Sources to Intra-State Transmission System is

attached hereto and marked as Annexure B.

That the Procedure issued for connectivity for renewable energy projects
approved on 07.01.2023 indicates that the connectivity cannot transferred:

4.5 Further, connectivity once granted, shall not be transferrable to other
entity. Also, purpose of connectivity once granted cannot be changed or
modified.
That the Order No. 1 of 2024 under the head of “Procedure for integration of
the wind solar hybrid project and battery storage to the grid” inter alia

provides as under:

“3.10

c. It is also necessary to ensure that the physical connectivity of Solar - Wind
and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Project with grid is granted to the same
person/generating company in whose name the connectivity is approved /
sanctioned and also the transmission and/or wheeling agreement is signed
with the same person/generating company as a party to the agreement in
whose name the connectivity is granted. The commissioning of the project shall
be allowed by GEDA, DISCOMSs and/or GETCO representative by verifying that
such RE generators has complied with the provisions of CEA’s Connectivity
Standard Regulations and obtained ALMM certificate, if applicable and it shall
be recorded in Commissioning Certificate during the inspection and
commissioning activities.”

That from the above, it may be construed that the intention is to not allow the
transfer of connectivity and further the person who had appliéd anc obtained
for connectivitymﬁg-gé the person who has to sign the transmission and/or
wheeling agreéfﬁeat, inciuding'where the RE projects are being established |
through recognized Schemes with involvement/ facilitation by RE Project \

Developer/ RE Park Developers.

It is submitted that if the above restriction is construed to be applicable to all
including the RE Project Developers developing the Projects fo.r number of RE
projects entities and/ or RE Park Developer and will seriously affect Schemes
of the development and promotion of RE sources by such involvement in the
Developer Model. There are project developers who had been establishing the
RE projects in aggregate and thereafter transfer individual RE Projects to other

entities. Such projects are all connected to the common pooling station and
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the generation is apportioned to the individual generators by GEDA. This has
been done in the past. Further there are park developers who establish
common infrastructure facilities inctuding the dedicated line to the GETCO

sub-station.

That many developers and consumers have sent representations to the
Government of Gujarat wherein they have represented the difficulty they are
facing in the setting up of Renewable Energy power projects in Gujarat and
GETCO has been forwarded the representations. Copies of the representations
sent to Government of Gujarat is attached hereto and marked as Annexure C.
It is stated that one of the issues raised is the conflicting provisions for
permissions and agreements in the Government of Gujarat Policy and the
Regulations — the representations had referred to provision in the Gujarat
Renewable Energy Policy 2023 — definition of Project Developer/RE Project
Developer and Clause 3.10(c) of the Order No. 1 of 2024.\Tfhe Policy recognizes

the transfer of the Project in the definition of the RE Project Developer:

“Project Developer / RE Project Developer" shall mean an entity that makes
investment for setting up solar or wind or wind-solar hybrid power project
for the purpose of generation of electricity. Provided further that in case of
wind Power Projects and also Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects wherein
the development of project is being undertaken by an entity with requisite
infrastructure in terms of land, internal roads, pooling sub-station,
dedicated transmission line upto grid substation etc. and thereafter the
project is transferred by such entity to another entity(ies), the RE project
developer in such cases for the period upto transfer of project, shall mean
the transferor entity and after the transfer of project shall mean the
transferee entity who owns and operates the project for end use of energy
generated from such project or part(s) thereof. Commissioning of projects
connected with the State Grid will be undertaken on execution of Wheeling
Agreement / Power Purchase Agreement with DISCOM or consumer(s)."

Further the representations, inter alia, state as under::

e |If provision for developer and transferee is removed, then every
consumer / project has to apply for individual connectivity which may
lead to either under-utilization of transmission capacity and / or more
transmission lines have to be erected.

o Developer who sought connectivity shall have to prove financial

capability, acquire land and analysis of sites having high wind potential
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10)

11)

12)
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which leads to more financial implications on small consumers/users for
setting up RE projeéts.

e Only large industries with high power consumption will be benefited
andf bomparatively small industries will remain deprived creating

discrimination between them.

In view of the above representations, Government of Gujarat after detailed
deliberations and discussions with GEDA, GUVNL, GETCO and stakeholders has
directed that appropriate steps be taken to seek appropriate amendments in

cases of Developers developing RE Projects in aggregate and Park Developers.

That GETCO has also received multiple requests/applications in regard to open
access from transferee entities. It thus appears that there are number of
ongoing projects under the Developer Approach wherein the Developer
obtains the connectivity and thereafter transfers the individual projects to
other entities. As per the information of GEDA e-mail dated 20.04.2024, as on
date they have already accorded development permission to different hybrid

projects of total 275 MW capacity which are ready for commissioning.

That the Developer Model is prominent particularly for development of wind
projects which is part of the hybrid project, considering the complexity of
project teahology. Further, smaller entities including MSME sector usually do
not have the expertise to execute such projects nor it is economically viable
and technically feasible to implement small size projects to fulfil their
renewable energy requirement and therefore such entities have in the past
relied on the developer model. However, in view of the restrictions in the
present mechanism for transfer, these projects may get affected. \

That further in view of the restriction, development of RE Parks may also be
affected. Usually, the connectivity is obtained by the RE Park Developer and
thereafter the open access is taken by the Generator or the Consumer. The
Connectivity Procedure dated 7.01.2023 while acknowledging the applicabitity
to RE Park Developers does not specifically provide for how such Park

Developers are to be treated when the Park Developer is not to be a generator

itself;
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“2. Applicability
2.1This Procedure shall be applicable to the following:

ii) This procedure shall be applicable to the concerned agencies such as
Gujarat STU, Transmission Licensee(s), Distribution licensees, State Load
Dispatch Centre (SLDC), RE Implementing Agencies, RE Park Developers etc.”

The Park Developer establishes the infrastructure and obtains connectivity for
the entiré-park in its name and the open access is sought by the project(s)

established therein.

That in view of the above, GETCO submits that the Hon’ble Commission may
consider the aspect of permitting the transfer of project capacity in case of RE
Project Developers {(developing RE Projects in aggregate) and RE Park

Developers. In this regard:

a. In Order No. 1 of 2024, Proviso may be added under Clause 3.10(c) for the

RE Project Developers and RE Park Developers:

“Provided that where RE Park Developer (as declared in the application for
connectivity) developing the infrastructure facilities for the RE Projects to
be established in the RE Park obtains connectivity for evacuation of power
from RE projects located in the RE Park, such arrangement between the RE
Park Developer and the RE Projects shall not be in breach of the above and
the connectivity so taken by the RE Park Developer shall be deemed to be
on behalf of the RE Projects also.

Provided further that where under any scheme duly declared in the
application for connectivity, the RE Developer develops the RE Projects in
aggregate, with Connectivity to the Grid taken by the RE Developer with
intent to allocate, transfer and assign individual RE Projects to identified
entities, such arrangement between the RE Developer and the RE Projects
shall not be in breach of the above and the connectivity so taken by the RE
Developer shall also be deemed to be on behalf of the RE Projects also for
all intents and purposes”

b. In Procedure for “Grant of connectivity to projects based on renewable
energy sources to intra-state transmission system”, appropriate
amendment may be made as under:

i. Proviso may be added after 4.5

“Provided that where RE Park Developer (as declared in the application for
connectivity) developing the infrastructure facilities for the RE Projects to
be established in the RE Park obtains connectivity for evacuation of power

from RE projects located in the RE Park, sucfwent between the
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RE Park Developer and the RE Projects shall not be in breach of the above
E 3 and the connectivity so taken by the RE Park Developer shall be deemed to
be on behalf of the RE Projects also for all intents and purposes. The RE
Park Developer shall be required to declare the intent at the time of filing
of the application for Connectivity.

Provided further that where under any scheme duly declared in the
application for connectivity, the RE Developer develops the RE Projects in
aggregate, with Connectivity to the Grid taken by the RE Developer with
intent to allocate, transfer and assign individual RE Projects to identified
entities, such arrangement between the RE Developer and the RE Projects
shall not be in breach of the above and the connectivity so taken by the RE
Developer shall also be deemed to be on behalf of the RE Projects also ”

ii. The entities shall be required to declare at the time of filing of
application itself if they are applying as RE Park Developer and
Aggregate RE Developer and only such entities shall be allowed for
transfer. The Application forms for the Connectivity may be suitably

modified.

15) Furtheritis submitted that there is a reference for connectivity and agreement
on own name under Regulation 13 {Xl) of GERC Green Energy Open Access
Regulation, 2024 provides that”

“New Green Energy (RE} generating plant(s} or generating Unit(s} or
generating company who has obtained connectivity on its name, applied for
seeking Long-Term Green Energy Open Access and entered into agreement

. for wheeling and/or transmission on its name, shall commission such
plant(s) or unit(s) within twenty-four months from the date of Green Energy
Open Access Application or the schedule date of commencement of open
access/SCOD of the plant as specified in the respective PPA/transmission
agreement/wheeling agreement, whichever is earlier, as case may be.
Failing which, the Green Energy Open Access granted shall be deemed to
have been cancelled, to avoid unnecessary blocking of the corridor.

Provided that in case of project developer is ready for commissioning of the
project with supporting documentary evidence but such projects are unable
to commission due to non-availability of transmission/distribution network
on account of failure of licensee, such generator or generating company has
liberty to approach the Commission, preferably, prior to three (3) months
from the date of the completion of timelines as specified above”

16) In this regard, it is submitted that if the provisions as referred to hereinabove

is made in the Order No. 1 of 2024 and the Detailed Procedure, the above
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5 provision in the Green Open Access Regulations would equally apply to such

transferee entities.
o | <0)17) That the present Petition is filed bona fide and in interests of justice.

It is respectfully submitted that under Section 61, 62, 86 and 181 of the

Electricity Act 2003 and other Applicable provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003,
the Hon’ble Commission has jurisdiction to entertain the present petition for
amendment of the Tariff Order/Procedure/regulations of Hon’ble

Commission.

19) The Petitioner crave leave of Hon’ble Commission to make modification /

deletion / alteration in the Petition and / or to make further submission in the

. matter.

20) PRAYER:

It is therefore respectfully prayed that this Hon’ble Commission may be

pleased to :

a) Admit this petition.

. b) Initiate proceedings fo_r_ahppropriate amendments to the Order No. 1
of 2024 for Tariff Framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution
Licensees and Others from Wind—Solar Hybrid Power Projects
including Storage, if any, for the State of Gujarat and Procedure for
Grant of Connectivity to Projects based on Renewable Sources to Intra-
State Transmission System dated 07.01.2023 as per above;

¢} Pass any other order(s} as this Hon’ble Commission may deem just and

proper in the circumstances of the case. G
P

PETITIONER

Date: [§-07- 2024

Place: \/ oo Aoz,
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'hj) DECLARATION
q

|.
/

X
% g
i4s to declare that subject matter of the Petition has not been raised by the Petitioner
P 4
- before any other competent forum and that no other competent forum is currently

seized.of the matter or has passed any order in relation thereto.

Date: Jé+07 2024

Place: Vadodara
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7. Deendayal Port Trust
Business Development Cell, P.O. Box No. 50,
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8. Aspen Infrastructure Ltd.
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AFFIDAVIT

|, Dr. Ashok J Chavda, son of Shri Jivrajbhai Chavda_aged about 57 years resident of

1. 1 am working as Chief Engineer {(R&C) in the Petitioner and am well conversant

with the facts of the case and able to swear to the present Affidavit.

2. Ihave gone through the contents of the accompanying Petition and say that the
contents stated therein are based on the records of the Petitioner Company

maintained in the normal course of business and the same are true to the best

of my knowledge.

3. |say that the annexures are true copies.

fﬁm

VERIFICATION

DEPONENT

Rege.No.: Z1E>/‘-f
Date : 16 l:> [0 20,
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1  Background

In exercise of the powers conferred under Sections 3 (1), 61 (h), 62 (1} (a) and 86 (1) (b} &
(e) of the Electricity Act, 2003, National Electricity Policy, 2005, and Tariff Policy, 2016 and all
other powers enabling it in this behalf, the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC
or Commission) presents this Order for ‘Tariff Framework for Procurement of Power by
Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects including Storage,
if any, for the State of Gujarat’. The provisions of this Order shall be applicable for the Wind-
Solar Hybrid Power Projects including Storage, if any, commissioned post 19t June 2023 upto

the control period specified in this Order.

The Commission previously had issued Order No. 04 of 2021 dated 034 April 2021 for “Tariff
Framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-Solar
Hybrid Energy Projects and Other Commercial issues for the State of Guiérat”. The control
period of the said Order was up to 315t March 2023. The Commission vide Order dated 17t
March 2023 in Petition No. 2128 of 2022 had extended the control period of the Tariff Order
No. 04 of 2021 up to 19t June 2023. The said Order provides that it shall be applicable to the

project commissioned during the Control Period specified in the Order.

The Commission while framing the discussion paper considered the Policy & Regulatory
provisions outlined in the Electricity Act, 2003 and Policies and Rules framed under the Act as
well as ‘National Wind -Solar Hybrid Power Policy’ and subsequent Competitive Bidding
Guidelines notified by MNRE.

1.2  The Electricity Act, 2003
The following provisions of the Act provide the enabling legal framework for promotion of

Renewable Sources of energy by the State Electricity Regulatory Commissions (SERCs):

Section 3 (1) of the Act requires the Central Governnent to formulate, inter alia, the National
Electricity Policy in consultation with the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) and State
Governments for inter-alia, development of the renewable sources of energy. The provision is

reproduced as under:
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“The Central Government shall, from time to time, prepare the National Electricity Policy and t('rrr'ﬂ‘
policy, in consultation with the State Governments and the Authority for development of the power
system based on optimal utilisation of resources such as coal, natural gas, ruclear substances or

materiuls, hydro and renewable sources of energy.”
Section 61 (h} of the Electricity Act, 2003 provides as under:

“61. Tariff regulations. The Appropriate Commission shall, subject to the provisions of this Act,
specify the terms and conditions for the determination of tariff, and in doing so, shall be guided by

the following, namely: -
(h) the prometion of co-generation and generation of electricity from renewable sources of energy”
Section 62 (1) (a) of the Electricity Act, 2003 provides as under:

“62. Determination of Tariff. - (1) The Appropriate Commission shall determine the tariff in

accordance with the provisions of this Act for: -
(a) supply of electricity by a generating company to a distribution licensee:

Provided that the Appropriate Commission may, in case of shortage of supply of electriciy, fix the
minimum and maximum ceiling of tariff for sale or purchase of electricity in pursuance of an
agreement, entered into between a generating company and a licensee or between licensees, for 4

period not exceeding one year to ensure reasonable prices of electricity.
Section 86 (1) (b) & 86 (1) (e) of the Electricity Act, 2003 states as under:

86. Functions of State Commission - (1) The State Commission shall discharge the following

functions, namely: -
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(b) regulate electricity purchase and procurement process of distribution licensees including the
price at which electricity shall be procured from the generating companies or licensees or from other

sources through agreements for purchase of power for distribution and supply within the State”

{e) Promote co-generation and generation of electricity from renewable sources of energy by
providing suitable measures for connectivity with the grid and sale of electricity to any person, and
also specify, for purchase of electricity from such sources, a percentage of the total consumption of

electricity in the areu of a distribution licensee.”

1.3  Electricity (Promoting Renewable Energy Through Green Energy Open Access)
Rules, 2022

The Electricity (Promoting Renewable Energy Through Green Energy Open Access) Rules, 2022
were notified on 06.06.2022 by Ministry of Power, Govt. of India and its subsequent amendments
dated 27.01.2023 & 13.05.2023 to facilitate use of Renewable Energy (RE) by the consumers
through Open Access and thereby to further accelerate India's RE programs. The aforesaid Rule
provides that the tariff for the supply of green energy by the Distribution Licensee shall be
determined separately by the Appropriate Commission based on the Average Pooled Power
Purchase Cost of the renewable energy, cross-subsidy charges, ifany, and service charges covering

the prudent cost of the distribution licensee for providing the green energy.

The Rules provide that consumers who have contracted demand or sanctioned load of Hundred
(100) kW or more, either through single connection or through multiple connections aggregating
Hundred (100) kW or more located in same electricity division of distribution licensee, shall be
eligible to source power through Green Energy Open Access. Further, there shall be no capacity
restriction for setting up of RE projects for captive use with respect to consumers’ contract

demand/ sanctioned load.

The Rules recommends Banking facility for the RE projects set up for captive use and third-
party sale and specifies applicability of Open Access Charges, Cross Subsidy Charge, Additional
Surcharge and treatment of un-utilized banked energy in case of Open Access transactions

under third party and captive use.
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The Rules provides that it shall come in force from the date of its Notification i.e. with effect

from 06.06.2022,

1.4 National Electricity Policy (NEP)

Clause 5.2.20 of the NEP stipulates the need for fully exploiting the feasible potential of nilm-
conventional energy sources, as reproduced below:

“5.2.20 Feasible potential of non-conventional energy resources, mainly small hydro, wind and
biomass would also need to be exploited fully to create additional power generation capacity. With
a view to increase the overall share of non-conventional energy sources in the electricity mix, efforts

will be made to encourage private sector participation through suitable promotional measures.”

Clause 5.6.1 stipulates about the need for Technology Development and R&D on nan-
conventional energy systems, as reproduced below:

"

Special efforts would be made for research, development demonstration and commercialisation of
non-conventional energy systems. Such systems would need to meet international standart:fs,

specifications and performance parameters.”

Clause 5.12 stipulates several conditions for promotion and harnessing of renewable energy
sources. The salient features of the said provisions of NEP are reproduced below:

5.12.1: Non-conventional sources of energy being the most environment-friendly, there is an urger:wt
need to promote generation of electricity based on such sources of energy. For this purpose, efforts
need to be made to reduce the capital cost of projects based on non-conventional and renewable
sources of energy. Cost of energy can also be reduced by promoting competition within such project%.
At the same time, adequate promotional measures would also have to be taken for development of
technologies and a sustained growth of these sources. Progressively, the share of electricity from non:-
conventional sources would need to be increased as prescribed by State Electricity Regufator;'y
Commissions. Such purchase by distribution companies shall be through competitive bidding process.
Considering the fact that it will take some time before non-conventional technologies compete, in
terms of cost, with conventional sources, the Commission may determine an appropriate differen tidlf

in prices to promote these technologies.
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1.5 Tariff Policy 2016

in compliance with the Section (3) of the Electricity Act, 2003 the Central Government has notified
the revised Tariff P'olicy on 28.01.2016. The Tariff Policy elaborates the role of Regulatory
Commissions, the mechanism for promoting renewable source of energy, the time-frame for
implementation, etc, The Clause 5.2 of the Tariff Policy is reproduced as under:

'

Provided also that the State Government can notify a policy to encourage investment in the State by
allowing setting up of generating plants, including from renewable energy sources out of which a
maximum of 35 % of the installed capacity can be procured by the Distribution Licensees of that State

for which the tariff may be determined under Section 62 of the Electricity Act, 2003."

Clause 6.4 of the Tariff Policy states about various aspects associated with premoting and
harnessing renewable sources of energy generation including co-generation from renewable

energy sources, which is reproduced below:

"

6.4 - Renewable sources of energy generation ircluding co-generation from renewable energy

SQUrces

1) Pursuant to provisions of Section 86(1)(e} of the Act, the Appropriate Commission shall fix o
minimum percentage of the total consumption of electricity in the area of a distribution licensee for
purchase of energy from renewable enerqgy sources, taking into account availability of such resources
and its impact on retail tariffs. Cost of purchase of renewable energy shall be taken into account while
determining tariff by SERCs. Long term growth trajectory of Renewable Purchase Obligations (RPOs)
will be prescribed by the Ministry of Power in consultation with MNRE.

Provided that cogeneration from sources other than renewable sources shall not be excluded from

the applicability of RPOs.

(i) Within the percentage so made applicable, to start with, the SERCs shall also reserve a minimum
percentage for purchase of solar energy from the date of notification of this policy which shall be such
that it reaches 8% of total consumption of energy, excluding Hydro Power, by March 2022 or as

notified by the Central Government from time to time.
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(ii) Distribution Licensee(s) shall compulsorily procure 100% power produced from all the Waste-

to-Energy plants in the State, in the ratio of their procurement of power from all sources including

their own, at the tariff determined by the Appropriate Commission under Section 62 of the Act.

(i) It is desirable that purchase of energy from renewable sources of energy takes place more or less
in the same proportion in different States. To achieve this objective in the current scenario of Id:rge
availability of such resources only in certain parts of the country, an appropriate mechanism such as
Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) would need to be promoted. Through such a mechanism, I'.the
renewable energy based generation companies can sell the electricity to local distribution h‘censee:f at
the rates for conventional power and can recover the balance cost by selling certificates to other
distribution companies and obligated entities enabling the latter to meet their renewable power

purchase obligations. The REC mechanism should also have a solar specific REC.

(iv} Appropriate Commission may also provide for a suitable regulatory framework for encouraging
such other emerging renewable enerqgy technologies by prescribing separate technology based REC
multiplier (i.e. granting higher or lower number of RECs to such emerging technologies for the samliIe
level of generation). Similarly, considering the change in prices of renewable energy technologies
with passage of time, the Appropriate Commission may prescribe vintage based REC multiplier { ie,
granting higher or lower number of RECs for the same level of generation based on year cvj:,r

commissioning of plant).

2) States shall endeavour to procure power from renewable energy sources through competitive
bidding to keep the tariff low, except from the waste to energy plants. Procurement of power by
Distribution Licensee from renewable energy sources from projects above the notified capacity, shall

be done through competitive bidding process, from the date to be notified by the Central Government.

However, till such notification, any such procurement of power from renewable energy sources .
projects, may be done under Section 62 of the Electricity Act, 2003. While determining the tariff from
such sources, the Appropriate Commission shall take into account the solar radiation and wind
intensity which may differ from area to area to ensure that the benefits are passed on to the

cansumers.
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3)The Central Commission should lay down guidelines for pricing intermittent power, especially from
renewable energy sources, where such procurement is not through competitive bidding. The tariff

stipulated by CERC shall act as a ceiling for that category.

(4) In order to incentivize the Distribution Companies to procure power from renewable sources of
energy, the Central Government may notify, from time to time, an appropriate bid-based tariff
framework for renewable energy, allowing the tariff to be increased progressively in a back-loaded
or any other manner in the public interest during the period of PPA, over the life cycle of such a
generating plant. Correspondingly, the procurer of such bid-based renewable energy shall comply

with the obligations for payment of tariff so determined.

(5) In order to promote renewable energy sources, any generating company proposing to
establish a coal/lignite based thermal generating station after a specified date shall be required
to establish such renewable energy generating capacity or procure and supply renewahle energy
equivalent to such capacity, as may be prescribed by the Central Government from time to time
after due consultation with stakeholders. The renewable energy produced by each generator may
be bundled with its thermal generation for the purpose of sale. In case an obligated entity
procures this renewable power, then the SERCs will consider the obligated entity to have met the
Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPQ) to the extent of power bought from such renewable energy

generating stations.

Provided further that in case any existing coal and lignite based thermal power generating
station, with the concurrence of power procurers under the existing Power Purchase Agreements,
chooses to set up additional renewable energy generating capacity, the power from such plant
shall be allowed to be bundled and tariff of such renewable energy shall be allowed to be pass
through by the Appropriate Commission. The Obligated Entities who finally buy such power shall
account towards their renewable purchase obligations. Provided also that scheduling and

despatch of such conventional and renewable generating plants shall be done separately.

(6) In order to further encourage renewable sources of energy, no inter-State transmission
charges and losses may be levied till such period as may be notified by the Central Government
on transmission of the electricity generated from solar and wind sources of energy through the

interstate transmission system for sale.

GERC | Order No. 01 of 2024 - Tariff framework for Procurenment of Power by Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-
Sofar I, brid Energy Projects including Storage if any and other Commercial issues for the State of Gujorat.




(7) Appropriate Commission may provide requlatory framework to facilitate generation and sale
of electricity from renewable energy sources particularly from roof-top solar system by any er;.tr‘ty
including local autherity, Panchayat Institution, user institution, cooperative society, I\i’o:l-
Governmental Organization, franchisee or by Renewable Energy Service Company. The

Appropriate Government may also provide complementary policy support for this purpose.

Explanation: “Renewable Energy Service Company” means an energy service company which

provides renewable energy to the consumers in the form of electricity.

1.6  National Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Policy 2018

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy {MNRE) notified the National Wind-Solar Hybrid
Policy on 14.05.2018. The Clauses 2.1 & 2.2 of the Policy reads as under:

“2.1 The main objective of the policy is to provide a framework for promotion of large grid
connected wind-solar PV hybrid system for «fficient utilization of transmission infrastructuf‘e
and land. It also aims at reducing the variability in renewable power generation and achieving

better grid stability”.

“2.2 Policy also aims to encourage new technologies, methods and way-outs involving combined

operation of wind and solar PV Piants.”

The policy seeks to provide support for new hybrid projects as well as hybridisation of existing
Wind/Solar Power Projects. The policy also permits for use of battery storage in the hybrid

project for optimising the output and further reduces the variability.

The Policy state that a Wind-Snlar plant will be recognized as hybrid plant if the rated power,

capacity of one resource is at least 25% of the rated power capacity of other resource.

The Policy also state that the Central Electricity Authority and CERC shall formulate necessary
Standards and Regulations including metering methodology and standards, Forecasting and
Scheduling Regulations, REC mechanism, Grant of Connectivity and Sharing of Transmission

lines, etc. for Wind-Solar Hybrid Systems.
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1.7 MNRE'’s Guidelines for Tariff Based Competitive Bidding Process for Procurement
of Power from Grid Connected Wind Solar Hybrid Projects (No. 238/78/2017-Wind
dated 14.10.2020)

The provisions under the MNRE competitive bidding guidelines and the specific objective of

these guidelines are highlighted below.

a) To promote competitive procurement of electricity from grid connected wind solar hybrid
power projects (hereafter termed as 'Hybrid Power Project’), by distribution licensees, to

protect consumer interests.

b) To facilitate transparency and fairness in procurement processes/and to provide for a
framework for an Intermediary Procurer as an Aggregator/trader for the inter-state

sale-purchase of long-term power.

¢) To provide a risk-sharing framework between various stakeholders, involved in the wind
solar hybrid power procurement, thereby encouraging investments, enhanced

bankability of the Projects and profitability for the investors.
Applicability of Guidelines:

“3.1. These Guidelines are being issued under the provisions of Section 63 of the Electricity Act,
2003 for long-term procurement of electricity through competitive bidding process, by
Procurer(s), from Hybrid Power Projects having individual size of 50 MW and above at one
site with minimum bid capacity of 50 MW, subject to the condition that the rated power
capacity of one resource {wind or solar) shall be at least 33% of the total contracted

capacity.

3.2. The solar and wind projects of the hybrid project may be located at same or different

locations. The minimum capacity to be injected at each injection point shall be 50 MW.
3.3. Storage may be added to the hybrid power project:

a. to reduce the variability of output power from wind solar hybrid project.
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b. providing higher energy output for a given capacity (bid/ sanctioned capacity) at delivery
point, by installing additional capacity of wind and solar power in a wind solar hybrid

project.
c. to ensure availability of firm power for a particular period.

3.4. Unless explicitly specified in these Guidelines, the provisions of these Guidelines shall be
binding on the Procurer and Intermediary Procurer. The process to be adopted in event of

any deviation proposed from these Guidelines is specified in Clause 23 of these Guidelines

3.5. The power procured from the project may be used for fulfilment of solar and non-solar RPO

in the proportion of rated capacity of solar and wind power in the plant respectively.”
The arrangement for implementation shall be as under:
a) SECIwill be the nodal agency for implemertation of these Guidelines.

b) The selection of the Hybrid Power Projects will be through a transporent e-bidding

process followed by e-reverse auction.
¢} The solar and wind projects may be located at same or different locations.
d) Storage may be added to the Hybrid power project.

e) The power procured from the project may be used for fulfilment of solar RPO and non-
solar RPO in the proportion of rated capacity of solar and wind power in the plant

respectively.

f]  Unless explicitly specified in these Guidelines, the provisions of tihese Guidelines shall be

binding on the Procurer and SECI.

g) The Intermediary Procurer, i.e. SECI, shall enter into a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
with the Hybrid Power Generator(s) and also enter into a Power Sale Agreement (PSA)
with the distribution licensee(s)/consumer(s). The PSA shall contain the relevant

provisions of the PPA on a back-to-back basis. In case SECI is not able to enter into a PSA
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to sell power from projects awarded to distribution licensee(s} or bulk consumers within

six months from issue of letter of award, those profects would be cancelled.

h) The duration of the PPA period should not be less than 25 years from the Scheduled
Commissioning Date (SCD).

i) SECImay charge a trading margin of seven paise/kWh from the Buying entity/Procurer
for purchase and sale of the hybrid power.

J) The bidders may avail fiscal and financial incentives available for such projects as per
prevailing conditions and Rules, and the same may be disclosed by the SECI in the Request

for Selection {RfS) document.

1.8  Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023

Government of Gujrat vide G.R. No. REN/e-file/20/2023/0476/B1 dated 4t October 2023 has
notified Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023. The Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy, 2023,
aims to tap the renewable energy potential of State in a maximum possible manner. The policy
also aims to (a) attract participation from Industries, MSMEs, Organizations, and Consumers
etc. for augmenting clean energy sources in the State, (b) achieve the State’s Sustainable
Development Goals by rapid transition to clean energy sources, (c) make available quality,
reliable and cost competitive renewable power to consumers with conducive policy
framework, and (d) achieve 50% of cumulative electric power installed capacity from non-

fossil fuel-based energy resources by the year 2030.

The main objectives of the Policy are as under:

a) To tap the RE potential available in the State.

b) Increase the share of RE and ensure energy security to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.
¢} Tosupply day time power to Agricultural Consumers.

d) To reduce the carbon footprint and hedging the energy cost.

e) Promote decentralized RE generation.

f} Promote investment, employment & skill enhancement and local manufacturing, Start-

Ups, etc. in the RE sector.
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g) Encourage research and development and deployment of innovative technologies, pilot
projects, etc. in the RE sector.

h} Promote energy efficiency by creating energy awareness.

The policy provides that Renewable Energy Projects that are installed and commissioned
during the operative period will be eligible for the benefits and incentives outlined in :this
Policy. Further, the projects commissioned after 19* June-2023 under Wind Solar Hyll'?ricl
Policy, 2018 and before the issuance of the Policy shall be eligible for the benefits under 'tlhis
Policy. These benefits will be applicable for a period of 25 years from the date of
commissioning or the lifespan of the RE project, as defined by GERC / MoP / MNRE, whichever

is earlier.

The provisions related to hybridization of Wind-Solar Power Projects outlined in the Policy
are elaborated below: i

“11. Wind-Solar Hybrid

11.1 Solar and wind energy generations being complementary te each other, ‘hybridization’ of
two technologies would help in minimizing the variability apart from optimally uti!izifrg

available infrastructure, including land and transmission systemes.

11.2 Capacity of one resources (solar or wind) in the hybrid projects shall be as per the National
Wind-solar Hybrid Policy notified by MNRE vide letter No. F. No. 238/78/2017-Wind dated
14th May 2018 for Wind Solar Hybrid Projects and its amendments from time to time.

11.3 For the purpose of simplicity, wind-solar hybrid power generation plants are divided into

two categories:

11.3.1 Type-A Projects: This category includes the conversion of existing or under-construction
standalone wind or solar power plants into hybrid projects. Wind or solar capacity unde:r
construction shall be considered based on the registration certificate issued by GEDA or
evacuation permission granted by GTECO/STU to the solar or wind RE developers as the
case may be, before the issuance of this policy. The installed wind and solar capacity shahi

be considered based capacity of power purchase agreement (PPA} or wheeling agreement.
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Only AC integration shall be permitted. The integration of wind and solar components of a
wind-solar hybrid projects shall be allowed at the plant end or at the pooling/sending
station depending upon the feasibility issued by DISCOM/GETCO in accordance with the
connectivity regulations of GERC/CERC, Safety regulations issued by CEA and all other
applicable regulations/standards/code. Provided further that a separate set of main and
back up ABT Compliant metering systems for the purpose of apportioning of energy shall
be installed at the generating terminal/turbine output of each WTG with necessary
communications facility to the GEDA/GETCO System and the energy accounting shall be
undertaken accordingly. Further suitable control equipment shall be deployed for

controlling the power output of the hybrid projects.

11.3.2 Hybridization of Type A Projects: Existirg wind power or solar power RE Developers

willing to install solar PV plants or wind turbine generators, respectively, at the existing
locations to avail benefits under this policy shall be allowed to do so with the following

conditions:

(a) The total power injection (combined wind and solar) into the grid after hybridization shall

not be more than the transmission capacity or grid connectivity allowed cr sanctioned by
GETCO /STU for this purpose. In the event that addition or augmentation of the existing
evacuation system is required as per the system study undertaken by GETCO/STU due to
the addition of wind and solar capacity, RE Developers shall undertake such addition or
augmentation in the system up to the receiving end sub-station of GETCO/STU at their own
cost. However, the primary focus of this policy is to optimize the utilization of existing
transmission infrastructure, technologies and design approaches towards minimum

augmentation are encouraged.

{b) The solar and wind power generated from the hybrid projects shall be measured separately

at the pooling/sending-end sub-station and energy injection at the receiving end sun-
station of GETCO/STU shall be worked out on an apportioned basis as per the common
meter reading at the receiving end sub-station up to the receiving end sub-station of
GETCO/STU.
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{c) The RE Developers shall approach GETCO/STU to determine the transmission capacity

available to evacuate the additional wind and solar power or any augmentation that may
be required. GETCO/STU shall provide the relevant data with regards to the transmission

capacity utilization on its existing network.

11.3.3 Type-B Projects: This includes new wind-solar hybrid power generation projects that

11.4

are not registered with GEDA or for which evacuation permission has not been granted by

GETCO/STU until the date of issuance of this policy.

Further, in the absence of a common RPO and tariff, only AC integration will be allowed.
The integration of wind and solar components of a wind-solar hybrid projects shall be
allowed at the plant end or at the pooling / sending station depending upon the feasibﬂlfgz
issued by DISCOM/GETCO in accordance with the connectivity regulations of GERC / CE RC,
Safety regulations issued by CEA and all other applicable regulations / standards / coé'e.
Provided further that a separate set of main and back up ABT Compliant metering systeﬁl':s
for the purpose of appropriating of energy shall be installed at the generating terminal /
turbine output of each WTG with necessary communication facility to the GEDA / GE TC;;O
System and the energy accounting shall be undertaken accordingly. Further, suitab.l'le

control equipment shall be deployed for controlling the power output of the hybrid project};.

DC integration shall be contingent on the availability of DC metering standards, which majz

evolve over time.

Under all circumstances, the RE Developer shall iay a dedicated line for the evacuation of
power from the pooling/sending-end sub-station of the hybrid project to the receiving-end
sub-station of GETCO/STU as per the system study undertaken by GETCO/STU, Energy',
injection from wind and solar capacity at the receiving end of the GETCO/STU sub-statfonl
shall be worked out separately on the basis of the meter reading of the common meter
instailed at the receiving end of the sub-station and appropriately apportioned as per the

respective meter readings of the wind and solar meters.

Wheeling of energy for captive use or for third party sale shall be allowed on payment of |

charges as per Clause No. 15 and energy settlement will be as per Clause No. 14 of this

policy.
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The Distribution Licensees may procure from wind-solar hybrid power projects in
accordance with the Clause No. 16 of this Policy.

The provisions related to Energy Settlement & banking and tariff for purchase of energy from
Wind Solar Hybrid projects, outlined in the Policy are elaborated below:

“14. Energy Settiement and Banking

14.1

14.2

14.3

144

Energy accounting and banking for all renewable energy projects, including
rooftop projects, shall be as per the regulations framed by GERC from time to
time in accordance with the Green Energy Open Access Rules 2022 notified by
the Ministry of Power, Govt of India. In case of the consumers availing energy
banking facility, the settlement of renewable energy against consumer’s
consumption shall be carried out on billing cycle basis upon payment of
applicable banking charges as determined by GERC from time to time. No banking charges

shall be applicable on solar power consumed by Residential consumers.

In case the consumer is not availing energy banking facility and consumption is
from RE projects registered under REC mechanism, the energy settlement shall
be carried out on 15-minute time block basis and no banking charges will be

applicable.

Energy banking facility on billing cycle basis shall be allowed upon payment of
applicable banking charges, which shall be determined by GERC from time to
time in a cost reflective manner taking into account the cost implications for
DISCOMs in providing the banking facility. Banking facility will be allowed to the extent of
capacity to absorb RE power in the State's grid and RE Project will not have any right to
claim any compensation from utilities. However, the SLDC / Distribution companies /
Transmission companies will make efforts for enhancing the load management capacity by
upgrading! modernization of their infrastructure. The banking charges shall be determined

on monthly/quarterly basis as per the details / information of the previous month/quarter.

MoP, Gol Guidelines related to energy storage obligations as amended from time to time

will be applicable to the captive and third-party consumers.
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14.5 For net import of power from DISCOMs i.e. energy consumption after providing set off of
renewable energy, DISCOM will charge the tariff applicable to respective category of the
consumer which shall include fixed or demand charges, energy charges, peak hour charges,

other charges or penalties, etc. as applicable to other consumers.

14.6 Power generated from the RE project shall be utilized within applicable enérgy
settlement period. Any energy that remains unutilized at the end of settlement
period shall be treated as inadvertent flow and no payment shall be made by

the DISCOM for such energy. !

14.7 Peak hour charges as per the GERC tariff schedule shall be levied on the entire peak hol'urs

energy consumption as recorded in the consumer meter i.e. including banked energy.

The Purchase of Power by DISCOMs from Wind Solar Hybrid Projects related previsidns

cutlined in the Policy are elaborated below:

“16. Purchase of Power by DISCOMs

For RE projects covered under competitive bidding process as per MNRE Guidelines:

16.1 DISCOM may purchase power from RE projects from time to time to economize overall
power purchase costs for the benefit of consumers by following the competitive bidding
process in accordance with the guidelines notified by the Government of India from time tljo
time under Section 63 of the Electricity Act. The terms and conditions for the supply éf
power shall be governed by the provisions of respective Power Purchase Agreement signed

between the RE project and DISCOM.

16.2 In the case of Type-A hybrid projects, the purchase of power from existing wind
or solar capacity as the case may be, shall be in accordance with the respectivé
PPAs with DISCOMs, and purchase of power from additional or new wind or'f
solar capacity shall be at the tariff discovered through competitive bf’ddl’nj
undertaken by DISCOMs separately for purchase of wind and/or solar power.

16.3 For RE Projects exempted from competitive bidding process as per MNRE
guidelines:
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16.3.1 Purchase from Solar Power Projects

DISCOMs may procvre power from distributed solar projects up to 4 MW
capacity at a pre-fixed levelized tariff as per the mechanism decided by GERC
Le. simple average of tariffs discovered and contracted under the competitive
bidding process conducted by GUVNL for solar projects in the preceding 6-
month period, le, either April to September or October to March, as the case
may be, plus 20 paisa/unit, which shall be applicable for the signing of PPAs in
subsequent 6-month period and such tariff shall remain fixed for the 25 year
term of the PPA.

Further, in case generic tariff is determined by GERC for solar project and such
tariff is lower than tariff as stated in above para, lower tariff will be applicable
for purchase of solar power from such project and the same shall be fixed for

entire term of PPA.

16.3.Z Purchase from wind power projects

DISCOMs may procure power from small size wind power projects up to 10
MW capacity at a pre-fixed levelized tariff equal to the simple average of tariff
discovered and contracted under the competitive bidding process conducted
by GUVNL for wind projects in the preceding 6-month period, ie, either April
to September or October to March, as the case may be, which shali be
applicable for the signing of PPAs in subsequent 6-month period and such tariff
shall remain fixed for the 25 year term of the PPA.

Further, in case generic tariff is determined by GERC for wind project and such
tariff is lower than tariff as stated in above para, lower tariff will be applicable
for purchase of wind power from such project and the same shall be fixed for

entire term of PPA.

16.3.3. For projects covered under Clause No. 16.3.1 and 16.3.2, if the tariff is not available for
preceding 6- month period, then available tariff of latest 6-month tariff shall be considered.
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(4
16.3.4 Purchase of power from the RE project setup under the specific scheme / guideline of State

or Central Government, as the case may be, will be governed as per the terms and conditions of

respective scheme / guidelines. Further, the tariff for such projects shall be as approved by GERC.”

29. Repowering of wind projects

29.1 With an objective to re-energize the old, small-sized and inefficient wind turbines and
replace with bigger and more efficient wind turbines with better technology (improved rc;ltor
diameters, larger blades, taller towers and pole lengths, increased hub heights, etc.} so as to
optimally utilize the existing land and infrastructure, the repowering of wind turbine generators
shall have to be done by the RE developers on or before the completion of 25 years from the date

of commissioning of the project or extended term of the agreement.

29.2 The repowering of wind turbine generators shall have to be done by the RE developers
within six months from the date of issuance of this policy whose wind turbine generators have
either completed the 25 years or about to complete the 25 years from the date of commissioning
of the project. The developer whose agreements with GETCO and DISCOM are either extended or
expired within one year from the date of issuance of this policy shall be eligible for the

repowering.

29.3 If the Wind Project developer fails to repower its wind turbine generator at the expiry of the
project’s life term of agreement / extended terms of agreement, as the case may be, such RE
developer shall have to decommission the wind power project and surrender the connectivity,
and if the WTG is set up on leased land, they shall also have to surrender their leasehold rights tolf

Government.

29.4 The life of the repowered project shall be 25 years or the actual life of the turbines, whichever

is earlier.

29.5 RE developer shall be allowed for full partial repowering without any ceiling limit during

the operation period.
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29.6 The repowering of projects shall have to be done under intimation to the beneficiary and

with the prior consent of the SNA.

29.7 After completion of repowering RE Developer is required to inform SNA for certification of

repowering. Date certified by SNA shall be considered as date of Repowering.
29.8 Repowering of Wind Projects selling power to DISCOM:

i. In case Wind project is selling power to DISCOM under the PPA (under a preferential tariff, REC
mechanism, or competitive bidding route), then such wind power generator shall continue to
supply generation from the existing capacity prior to repowering as per the terms and

conditions of the existing PPA.

ii. The generation corresponding to the existing capacity prior to repowering shall be equivalent
to the average generation during the last three years prior to the repowering of the wind

project, excluding the year in which repowering was undertaken.

iii. The additional generation capacity due to repowering may be procured by DISCOM us per
Clause No. 16 of this policy, taking into account the RPO requirement and tariff discovered
through the competitive bidding process, as may be decided from time to time. However, it will
not be binding for the DISCOM to purchase additional power as a result of repowering of wind

project and RE developer shall have option to sell power or use for self consumption.
29.9 Repowering of Wind Projects setup under wheeling arrangement:

i. The consumption of existing wind generation quantum shall be governed by the existing

wheeling and transmission agreement.

ii. Existing generation quantum shall be determined based on average generation in the previous
3 financial years prior to repowering, excluding the year in which repowering was undertaken.
The wheeling of additional generation over and above the existing generation quantum will be

governed as per the provisions of this policy.

iii. The Wheeling Agreement shall have to be modified or amended to give effect of the same.
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iv. If the incremental capacity post-repowering is offered to concern DISCOM, the same may be

procured by DISCOM in accordance with Clause No. 16 of this policy.

29.10 For existing wind projects completing 25 years of life from the date of CoD, the extensions
in connectivity by STU and land lease extensions by GEDA shall be granted only upon repowerl.ing
of the existing wind turbine generators. Additional wind capacity due to repowering will be

governed by Clause No. 29.6 and 29.7, as applicable.

29.11 The dismantling and de-commissioning of existing RE projects, land acquisition,
augmentation of the transmission system up to the GETCO (STU) Sub-Station, renewal of leases,

renewal of consents, etc. shall be at the cost, risk, and responsibility of the RE developer.

29.12 The wind projects undergoing repowering shall be exempted from the obligations under
the existing PPA for non-availabifity of generation during the period of execution of su%:h
repowering, subject to a maximum period of four months. Simi'arly, in the case of repowering by
wind power project set up under wheeling arrangement, the wind project shall be allowed Iifo
purchase power from the grid during the period of execution of repowering upon payment %Jf

tariff to concerned DISCOM as applicable to respective consumer category.

29.13 The ‘Gujarat Repowering of Wind Projects Policy 2018’ notified vide G.R. dated May 21,
2018 stand superseded.” !

1.9 GERC {Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024.

The Commission has notified the GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024, While notifying the present tariff framework, the Commission has alsol
considered the provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024. The GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Reguiations, 2024 stipulates various provisions related to grant of Open Access from Green
Energy Generating Projects for consumption of green energy for captive use as well as
purchase of green energy from third party generators including provisions related to energy
banking facility, banking charges, energy settlement mechanism, applicability of various open

access charges, etc.
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The GERC (Procurement of Energy from Renewable Sources), (Third Amendment)
Regulations, 2022 datcd 08.04.2022, specify the Renewable Purchase Obligation (RPO} targets
till FY 2024-25 and beyond as below:

1.10 Renewable Purchase Obligation in Gujarat

Year Minimum Quantum of Purchase (in %) from Renewable Energy
Sources (in terms of energy in KkWh)
Wind | Solar Hydro Power Others {Biomass, Total (%)
Purchase Bagasse, Hydro
Obligation (HPO) | and MSW) (%)
(%) :
2017-18 | 7.75 | 1.75 050 10.00
| 2018-19 | 795 4.25 050 17.02
2019-20 | 8.05 5.50 0.75 ) 14.30
2020-21 | 8.15 | 675 0.75 15.65
| 2021-22 | 825 | 8.00 | 0.75 17.00
2022-23 | 8.25 8.00 0.75 17.00
2023-24 | 840 | 9.50 0.05 _ 0.75 18.70
2024-25 | 8.55 | 11.25 0.10 0.80 20.70

Source: GERC (Procurement of Energy from Renewable Sources) (Third Amendment) Regulations, 2022
As per the RPO regulation, the obligated entities have the obligation to purchase electricity (in
kWh) from specified RE sources. The said purchase shall be at a defined minimum percentage

of the total consumption of its consumers including T&D iosses during a year.
This renewable purchase obligation applies to:
+ distribution licensees; and

« any other captive and open-access users consuming electricity (i) generated from
conventional captive generating plant having capacity of S MW aad above for their own
use and/or (ii} procured from conventional generation through open access and third

party sale.

The aforesaid Regulations also provides that the targets specified for Obligated Entities for FY
2024-25 shall be continued beyond for FY 2025-26 and onwards unless specified by the

Commission separately.

Further, this Regulation recognises the certificates issued within the scope of Central

Electricity Regulatory Commission’s (CERC) Renewahle Energy Certificate (REC) as the valid

GERC | Order No. 01 of 2024 - Tariff fromework for Procurement of Power by Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-
Solar Hybrid Energy Projects including Storage if any and other Commercial fssues for the State of Gujarat.




34

instruments for the discharge of the mandatory obligations set out in these Regulations for the
obligated entities to purchase electricity from renewable energy sources termed as Renewable

Energy Certificates (REC).

1.11 Discussion Paper on Tariff Framework for Wind - Solar Hybrid Project including
Storage, if any and other Commercial Issues '

The Commission considered the MNRE Policy and Guidelines related to Wind-Solar Hybrid
Power Projects along with the MoP’s Electricity (Promoting Renewable Energy through Green
Energy Open Access Rules 2022 & its subsequent amendments. The Commission lAas
considered the provisions of Gujarat Wind Solar Hybrid Policy 2018 notified by Governmént
of Gujarat along with the competitive discovered tariffs for purchase of energy from Wixl.‘ld-
Solar Hybrid Projects during the control period of previous tariff order, while proposing the

tariff framework for the next control period in the Discussion Paper.

Accordingly, the Discussion Paper was published by the Commission and uploaded on the
Commission’s website www.gercin.org in downloadable format on 17% June 2023, invitiﬁg

comments/objections/suggestions from stakeholders by 037 July 2023.

Alist of stakeholders communicated their views on the Discussion Paper is given at Annexure

1,12 Public Hearing

The Commission has examined the suggestions/comments/objections received on the
discussion paper. The Commission fixed the date for public hearing on the proposed Tariff
framework for Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects on 10% July 2023 at the Commission’s Office,

Gandhinagar.

A list of stakeholders participated in the public hearing and presented their

comments/objections/suggestions is given at Annexure-II.

The main comments and views expressed by the stakeholders through their written/oral
submissions and the Commission’s views thereon have been summarized in the following

paragraphs. It may be noted that all the suggestions given by the stakeholders have been
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considered and the Commission has attempted to elaborate all the suggestions as well as the
Commission’s decisions on each suggestion. However, in case any suggestion is not specifically
elaborated, it does not mean that the same has not been considered. Wherever possible, the
comments and suggestions have been summarised clause-wise, along with the Commission’s

analysis and ruling on the same.
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Zi COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ON PROPOSED TARIFF FRAMEWORK AND
COMMISSION’S VIEWS

2.1 Clause 3.1: Tariff Framework

2.1.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has notified Competitive Bidding Guidelines for
Procurement of Power from grid connected Wind Solar Hybrid Projects on 14.10.2020. 'I"he
Commission has already directed the Distribution Licensees to procure power from Solar a;nd
Wind Projects through Competitive Bidding Process under Section 63 of the Act by following
Competitive Bidding Process followed by SECI/MNRE etc.

The Control Pericd under Order No. 04 of 2021 was expired on 315 March 2023. The
Commission vide Order dated 17th March 2023 in Petition No. 2128 of 2022 has extended the

‘control period of the aforesaid Tariff Order up to 19t June 2023.

In the discussion paper, the Commission had proposed following tariff framework for the
existing/new Wind Solar Hybrid Projects that are above/ below the threshold limit speciﬁéd
in Competitive Bidding Guidelines published by MNRE.

Projects above threshold limit

For Type - A (Existing projects):

In case the existing Wind /Solar Project which presently are tied up with GUVNL/DISCOM
under long term PPA at feed-in tariff / preferential tariff are allowed to be converted intcl'?
hybrid by adding new solar/wind capacity, with mutual consent between developer &
GUVNL/DISCOM. The tariff for newly converted hybrid projects above the threshold limit fOI:T
participation in bidding shall be discovered through tariff based competitive bidding underl,
Section 63 of the Act.

Captive owner itself or in case of third-party sale, both the seller and suppliers with
mutual discussion are eligible to convert existing project into the Hybrid Project. In case the
developer intends to convert existing solar/ wind captive/third party project into hybrid

power by adding new solar/wind capacity for the purpose of captive use or third party
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sale, then the developer has to (i} registered Hybrid Power Project as afresh with
GEDA, (ii) need to execute fresh transmission and wheeling agreement with GETCO
and/or (iii) shall pay the OA charges & losses and banking facility and charges as specified in

the discussion paper.
For Type-B (New Projects)

The tariff for the new hybrid projects above threshold limit shall be discovered as per tariff
based competitive bidding guidelines issued by MoP under Section 63 of the Act. The

Commission may adopt such tariff.

Projects set up under OA regime for captive use or third party sale shall have to pay the Open

Access charges and transmission losses and wheeling loss specified in the discussion paper.
Tariff framework for the Project below threshold limit

Threshold limit means for Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Project shall be 50 MW
or as may be specified by Ministry of Power, Government of India and/or Commission from

time to time,

There could be cases of Wind Solar Hybrid Power Projects below the threshold limit of
eligibility (50 MW) for participating in Competitive bidding. The threshold limit is consisting
of new capacity and existing capacity of Wind/Solar Hybrid Project. The Commission proposes
to determine the tariff for the Wind Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Projects falling below the
threshold limit of eligibility for participating in the competitive bidding process as given

below.

Tariff for Wind Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Projects falling below the threshold
limit of eligibility shall be considered equal to the weighted average tariff (of Wind, Solar &
Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid) available as on 15t April or 1t October depending on

commissioning date of the project and adopted by the Commission.

2.1.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

IWTMA & InWEA submitted that in case of conversion of existing solar/ wind projects into

Hybrid project, the newly added/ additional capacity/ should be considered to be treated as
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per the provisions of new Wind Solar Hybrid Tariff Order. Additionally, the existing capacity

should be governed as per relevant tariff order at the time of commissioning of those projects.

GUVNL submitted that in the existing Renewable Power Purchase Obligation {RPO)
Regulation of the Commission, separate purchase obligation is specified for Wind, Solar and
other RE category. Therefore, in the scenario of separate RPO and tariff for compliance of RPO
by obligated entities, it is imperative for the licensee to conduct separate bidding processl for
wind and solar or undertake segregation of wind and solar energy to comply separate RPO
specified by the Commission for wind and solar respectively. As per the provisionsl of
guidelines issued by MNRE, the threshold limit for purchase of power from Wind Pov:yer
Projects and Solar Power Project is 25 MW and 5 MW respectively. Therefore, the threshtlpld
limit for participating in competitive bidding for purchase of solar and wind power from I:'Ihe
Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Projects shall be 5 MW and 25 MW respectively inste'pd
of 50 MW.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited requested that the tariff for Wind Solar Hybrid Projects
below threshold limit may not be decided based on tariff discovery of large hybrid projects
(>50MW). The same should be discovered separately on the facts and figures of Small-Scaie
Hybrid Projects. Additionally, an incentive of around 50 paisa per unit above the weighte:lcl
average tariff discevered during the competitive bidding during the previous six (6) montﬁs

should be provided.

Ultratech Cement submitted that it might specifically be mentioned in the final tariff
framework that there would not be any capacity limit for setiing up the captive projects m

order te avoid any ambiguity at later stage.

2.1.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has carefully gone through the submissions made by the stakeholders and
provisions outlined in the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023. The Policy provides for
conversion of existing standalone Wind or Solar plants into hybrid projects (Type-A).
Similarly, the policy allows setting up New Wind Solar Hybrid Projects (Type B) as per the
capacity ratio of solar and wind technology as specified in guidelines issued by MNRE. The

Commission also notes that the Tariff Based Competitive Bidding guidelines for Procurement
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of Power from Grid Connected Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects notified by MNRE (No.
238/78/2017-Wind dated 14.10.2020) stipulates threshold limit of 50 MW for Wind Solar
Hybrid Projects to participate in competitive bidding process. The Commission also recognize
that the existing standalone Solar or Wind projects may have contractual obligation under the

long term PPA tied up with GUVNL/DISCOM.

After considering above aspects, the Commission decided to specify following tariff

framework for Existing (Type A) and New (Type B) projects:
Tariff Framework for Type A (Exicting Project)

In the case of existing standalone Wind or Solar Projects which are commissioned prior to
20.06.2023, the purchase of power from such existing Wind or Solar capacity as the case may
be, shall be in accordance with the respective PPAs with GUVNL/DISCOMs and purchase of
power from additional / new Wind or Solar capacity commissioned after 19.06.2023 shall be
at the tariff discovered through competitive bidding undertaken by DISCOMs separately for

purchase of Wind and/or Solar power subject to approval of the Commission.

Regulatory Framewaork for Projects under Open Access Regime (Type A)

In case of conversion of existing Wind or Solar capacity {i.e. commissioned prior to
20.06.2023) set up for captive use or third party sale, into Hybrid Power Project by adding
new Solar or Wind capacity, the existing Wind/Solar projects set up for captive use/third party
sale, shall be governed by the provisions of existing Regulations/Orders/Wheeling agreement
prevailing at the time of commissioning of such existing Wind/Solar Capacity with regard to
transmission and/or wheeling charges and losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge, Additional
Surcharge, if any, Banking facility and charges, etc. for the existing wind / solar capacity. The
new / additional Wind or Solar capacity commissioned after 19.06.2023, as a part of Hybrid
Projects shall be governed by Regulatory Framework specified by the Commission in this
Tariff Order read with GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024.

Provided that such projects shall have to register with GEDA as a fresh for Wind-Solar Hybrid

projects and also obtain necessary commissioning certificate with consideration of the
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provisions of this Order read with the provisions of Green Energy Open Access Regulations,

2024 notified by the Commission and MoP Rules in this regard.

With respect to existing Wind or Solar Power Projects which are commissioned prior to the
effective date of this Order i.e. 20.06.2023, it is required to see and verify the completion ciate
of normative useful life of the project and applicability of provisions for newly added
solar/wind capacity at the end of normative useful life of the existing wind/solar capao'iity.
Further, it is also necessary to consider the terms of agreement for transmission andkor
wheeling executed between the parties for existing wind/solar capacity. It is also requiredl to
consider that the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 provides that the repowering ofwi;nd
projects shall have to be done on or before completion of normative useful life of 20/25 yeers
from the date of commissioning of the project. The wind projects developers who do not to Igo
for repowering, shall have to de-commissioned the wind power projects after completionlof
normative useful life of 20/25 years and shall have to surrender the connectivity and if tile
Wind Turbine Generators is set up on lease land, they shall have to surrender their leasehc%ld
rights to the Government. Thus, it is mandatory for wind power projects developer to go f'er
re-powering of wind generator on or before the completion of 20/25 years’ normative usefpl
life for seeking further extension of terms of wheeling/transmission agreement. Failure to ilt,
no extension for transmission and / or wheeling Agreement for such projects is permitted and
such wind generator has to be de-commissioned. Hence, it is necessary for the project
developer who desire to convert its standalone Wind or Solar Project into Hybrid Project t;p
comply with aforesaid provisions. Similarly, the solar power project is having normative
useful life of 25 years as per the Order of the Commission. Therefore, hybridisation of existing
Wind or Solar Projects are subject to aforesaid provisions related to normative useful life ol.‘f

the project. The consideration of above aspects is explained as under:
Illustration:

If the wind generating plant is commissioned, say on 10.02.2013, the normative useful life of
such plant, say 25 years, will be completed on 09.02.2038. Thereafter, such wind projects shall
have to undergo for repowering before seeking any extension of Transmission and for
Wheeling Agreement. Thus, the existing agreement for Transmission and / or Wheeling, if any,

executed by the project developer for captive use or third party sale, shall be continued only
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for the period upto 09.02,2038, If such existing wind generating project desire to convert its
project in to Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects, say on 01.03.2024 i.e. under the control period of
this Order, by installation of additional/new solar capacity, the Hybrid status of such projects
as per existing Order / Regulations read with Agreements for transmission and/ or wheeling
with the licensee shall be available only for the period from 01.03.2024 to 09.02.2038.
Thereafter, the said project shall be qualified only as standalene solar project for the period
from 10.02.2038 to 28.02.2049 and shall be governed by the provisions of relevant
Regulations andfor Orders of the Commission during which the solar plant was
commissioned, i.e. shall be governed as per the provisions of this Ordei. While granting
registration of the Hybrid project and issuing commissioning certificate, the GEDA, GETCO and
Jor DISCOM shall ensure to record / mention such aspects in the registration certificate /
commissioning certificate and other relevant documents related to conversion of existing

wind/solar project as hybrid project.

Tariff Framework for Type B (New Projects)

The tariff for the new Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects above threshold limit shall be discovered as
per tariff based competitive bidding guidelines issued by MoP, Government of India under
Section 63 of the Electricity Act 2003. The Commission may adopt such tariff discovered

through transparent competitive bidding process after following due process of law.

Regulatory Framework for Projects under Open Access Regime (Type B)

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects set up under Open Access Regime for captive use or third
party sale, shall be governed by the Regulatory Framework specified in this Order and have to
pay transmission charges & losses, wheeling charges & losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge,
Additional Surcharge, if any, Banking Charges etc as applicable for Green Energy Open Access
transaction as specified by the Commission in its Green Energy Open Access Regulations, 2024

read with MoP’s GEOA Rules and Tariff Regulations notified by the Commission.

Tariff framework for the Project below Threshold Limit
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Type A (Existing Project)
In case addition of new Wind or Solar capacity by the developer is below the threshold limit

eligible to participate in competitive bidding specified in the tariff based competitive bidé:ling
guidelines notified by the MNRE:

Tariff for purchase of power by DISCOM from newly added Wind or Solar projects faliing
below the threshold limit of eligibility to participate in competitive bidding specified in the
tariff based competitive bidding guidelines notified by the MNRE, shall be Considered as
lowest of the weighted average tariff of Solar or Wind, as the case may be, available as on 1t
April, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution Licensees
and SECI during previous six months (October to March) or available as on 1st October,las
discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution Licensees and SEI.I’CI
during previous six months (April to September), depending on commissioning date of nevw'qu
added Wind or Solar project capacity subject to adoption of discovered tariff by ti1e

Commission.

[n case weighted average tariff is not available for particular 6 months’ period then latest

weighted average tariff available for 6 months’ period shall be considered.

Type B (New Wind-Solar Hybrid Project)

Tarift for Wind Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Projects falling below the threshold

limit of eligibility to participate in competitive bidding specified in the tariff based competitive
bidding guidelines notified by the MNRE, shall be considered as lowest of the Weighted
Average Tariff (of Wind, Solar, Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Project) availablé
as on 1%t April, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVN L/Distribution'l
Licensees and SECI during previous six months (October to March) or available as on 15'5:
October, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution
Licensees and SECI during previous six months (April to September), depending on

commissioning date of the project subject to adoption of discovered tariff by the Commission,

In case weighted average tariff is not available for particular 6 months’ period then latest

weighted average tariff available for 6 months’ period shall be considered.
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2.2  Clause 3.5.1: Control Period

2.2.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The Commission proposes that the control period of the tariff framework for the new Tariff

Order shall be effective from 20 June 2023 to 315t March 2026.

2.2.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Continuum Green Energy India Pvt. Limited requested to make the control period of the
new Tariff Order be effective prospectively i.e. from the date of issuance of Order. The objector
stated that it is settled principal of law that the applicability of new Regulations/Order
generally made prospectively. The objector requested the Commission to extend the control
period of thie previous Tariff Order till GoG notify new Wind Solar Hybrid Policy and GERC

notifies Green Energy Open Access Regulations.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited the Chamber of Commerce and Industry Kutch,
Distributed Solar Power Association, echoed similar concern as abeve and requested to
consider commencement of this Tariff Order/Regulation froin the date of its issuance in the
gazette and extend the control period of the earlier Tariff/Regulation of 2018 till the issuance

of New Tariff Order /Regulations.

Whereas GUVNL along with other stakeholders like INWEA, Aditya Birla GP, Cleanmax -
Enviro Energy Solutions, First Energy Pvt. Limited supported the proposal of specifying
control period from 20% June 2023. GUVNL requested the Commission to omit the phrase
‘prospective period’ referred in the introduction part of the Discussion Paper. INWEA and
other stakeholders stated that the longer controi period has its own advantages such as (i)
Developer gets clarity on the applicable charges and provisions to be applicable on the
upcoming project, (ii) provide a clarity/confidence to investor for investmeat in a large size
project. (iii) Government Agencies, i.e., GETCO/ Discom can also make plan for development
of infrastructure accordingly. In view of above, the stakeholders requested the Commission

for specifying longer control period of at least 5 years i.e. up to March 31, 2028.
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2.2.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has carefully gone through the comments received from various
stakeholders and noted that some of the stakeholders are in favour of making the control
period of new tariff framework effective from 20t June 2023 i.e., from the expiry date of the
control period of previous Tariff Order notified by the Commission. Whereas others are of the
opinion that the control period shall be made effective from the date of issuance of the Tzlllriff
Order. GUVNL, the bulk power procurer on behalf of DISCOM had supported the proposal of

applicability of control period for tariff framework of new Tariff Order w.e.f. 20t June 2023.

The Commission has noted that the Ministry of Power had notified the Electricity (Promoting
Renewable Energy Through Green Energy Open Access) Rules, 2022 on 6" June 2022
outlining the policy and regulatcry provisions for promotion of renewable sources of enerllgy
through Open Access. Further, the MoP Rules are effective from the date of its Notification.
The Commission also notes that the Wind-Solar Hybrid Tariff Order dated 03.04.2021 was
having extended cor.trol period only up to 19.06.2023 and thereafter no extension in control
period of earlier order is granted and also specified in the discussion paper that the new Order
shall be effective from 20.06.2023. Therefore, the projects commissioned under the contr:ol
period of previous Order were eligible to get the benefit of the said order, which was effective
at relevant time. The Commission has also noticed that the Government of Gujarat has notified
the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 on 04.10.2023, wherein the benefits under the new
policy for the Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects are made applicable for the Wind-Solar Hybrid

Projects commissioned after 19% June 2023,

Considering above aspects and to give effect to the provision of Green Energy Open Access
Rules 2022 notified by Ministry of Power under the Electricity Act, 2003 and specifically when
there was no tariff order of the Commission as well as Government of Gujarat Policy effective
from 20.06.2023 with regard to Wind-Solar Hybrid Project tariff framework, the Com missiorlli
found it more appropriate to adopt the policy and regulatory provisions outlined in MoP Green
Energy Open Access Rules, 2022 and defined the Control Period of new tariff order to be madé
effective from 20.06.2023 in the discussion paper also. Further, as suggested by some of the
stakeholders to provide longer control period, the Commission decides to define the Control

Period of this tariff framewaork effective from 20.06.2023 to 31.03.2027. The projects which
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are commissioned during aforesaid Control Period shall be governed by the provisions MoP
Green Energy Open Access Rules, 2022, read with provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions
for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and this Order of the Commission and
eligible for the benefits stipulated in this Order. Further, Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects
commissioned during the Control Period of this Order shall be liable to pay applicable Open
Access charges and provisions related to banking facility, energy accounting etc and shall be
governed by this Order read with GERC {Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024.

2,3  Clause 3.5.4: Eligible Unit

2.3.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

Any Individual, Company or Body Corporate or Association or Body of Individuals, whether
incorporated or not, or Artificial Juridical Person, shall be eligible for setting up of new
Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Projects or shall be eligible to add Wind/Solar
capacity in existing Solar/Wind Power Projects respectively, either for the purpose
of captive use and/or for selling of electricity in accordance with the Electricity Act, 2003,
Rules and Regulations framed thereunder as amended from time to time. The wind and
solar generation and storage, if any, may be metered separately at the pooling/sending

end Sub-Station.

In the discussion paper, it is provided that for simplicity purpose, the Wind-Solar Hybrid

Power generation plants shall be divided into two categories:

(i) Type-A Projects

This category shall include conversion of existing/under-construction Wind or Solar Power
Plants into Hybrid Projects. Wind/Solar capacity under construction projects shall be
considered based on the Registration Certificate issued by GEDA/evacuation permission
granted by GETCO to the Solar/Wind Project Developers. The installed Wind/Solar Capacity
shall be considered based on Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)/Bulk Transmission

Agreement/Wheeling Agreement capacity.
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(ii) Type-B Projects

This shall include New Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Generation Projects that are not registered
with GEDA or evacuation permission is not granted by GETCO/DISCOMs as on the effec%ive
date of this Order. The Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects to be commissioned under PPAs
signed during the new control period will be eligible to sell power to distribution licensees of

Gujarat at the tariff framework approved by the Commission under this order.

2.3.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Adani Green Energy Limited requested the Commission to clarify the framework for
operation of Wind Solar Hybrid Projects set up in Gujarat and connected to ISTS network for
sale of power to the consumers located within the State of Gujarat and/or outside the State of
Gujarat. 1t is requested that the State Nodal Agencies need to be sensitised for immedielfte
registration of such ISTS connected hybrid projects in Gujarat supplying power to consumers

in Gujarat and/or outside.
2.3.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission clarify that the tariff framework for New Tariff Order specified in the
discussion paper is for the Wind Solar Hybrid Projects set up in the State of Guiarat for sale pf
power to GUVNL /DISCOMs under Section 63 of the Electricity Act and the Wind Solar Hybrid
Projects set up in Gujarat under Open Access regime-for captive use/third party sale and

connected to Intra-State Transmission and /or Distribution network of State.

The Wind Solar Hybrid Power Plants located in State of Gujarat / outside of State of Gujarat
and connected to ISTS network and supplying power to consumers connected with Intra-State
Transmission and / or Distribution System of State, shall be governed by CERC Open Access
Regulations as well as GERC Green Energy Open Access Regulations, depending upon the
drawl voltage level of consumer, Gujarat Energy Development Agency (GEDA) shall be the

nodal agency for registration of such projects set up in Gujarat.

Whereas, in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project connected with ISTS network and

supplying power to consumers directly connected with ISTS network but not connected with
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Intra-State Transmission and /or Distribution System of State, shall be governed by CERC

Open Access Regulations.
2.4  Clause 3.5.5: Forecasting and Scheduling for Wind Solar Hybrid Power

2.4.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects shall require to follow the provisions as prescribed under the
GERC (Forecasting, Scheduling, Deviation Settlement and Related Matters of Solar and Wind
Generation Sources) Regulations, 2019 notified on 19t January, 2019 and its amendments

issued from time to time.

2.4.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Adani Green Energy Limited requested for clarity on applicability of DSM Regulation on the
connectivity of the project with the grid, especially the ISTS projects intended for sale of pawer

within the State of Gujarat /outside the State,

State Load Despatch Centre {SLDC) of Gujarat submitted that they have filed a petition
before the Commission, requesting for amendment of GERC (Forecasting, Scheduling,
Deviation Settiement and Related Matters of Solar and Wind Generation Sources) Regulations,
2019 and procedure on Forecasting, Scheduling, Deviation Settlement and Related Matters of

Solar and Wind Generation and the same may be considered by the Commission.

2.4.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission would like to clarify that the Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects connected with
State Grid shall require to follow the provisions as prescribed under the GERC (Forecasting,
Scheduling, Deviation Settlement and Related Matters of Solar and Wind Generation Sources)

Regulations, 2019 notified on 19.01.2019 and its amendments issued from time to time.

In case of ISTS connected Wind Solar Hybrid Projects (including Inter-State RE projects
located in Gujarat & directly connected to ISTS network and supplying power to consumer in
Gujarat / outside of Gujarat) energy accounting for deviation shall be as per the CERC

Regulations.
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Provided further that if Wind-Solar Hybrid Generating Project is situated in the State of
Gujarat and connected with Inter-State grid through State grid and selling power outside/
inside the State, the energy accounting for deviation settlement shall be carried out wheirein
the deviation charges shall be either {A) Reference Rate or (B) Normal Rate of Charges: for
deviation, whichever is higher, as per the provision of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Grileen

Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024.

Explanation: Reference Rate and Normal Rate of Charges shall have the meaning as defined in

CERC DSM Regulations from time to time.

Provided that in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power projects set up for captive consumption/
sale to third party, the minimum number of time blocks, which shall not be more than 12 time-
blocks, for which the consumer shall not change the quantum of power consumed throuéh
Green Energy Open Acress so as to avoid variations in demand to be met by the distributi&n

licensee.

The Commission has also noted that SLDC has filed Petition No, 2061 of 2022 seekiﬁlg
amendment of the GERC (Forecasting, Scheduiing, Deviation Settlement and Related Matterl'gs
of Solar and Wind Generation Sources) Regulations, 2019, which is pending for decision. The

Commission will look into the matter and take appropriate decision in this regard.

2.5 Clause 3.5.8: Metering point and Interconnection Point

2.5.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The metering and interconnectivity shall be as under:

a) The metering and interconnectivity shall be as under: Energy generation from wind
/solar capacity shall be measured separately at the pooling/sending end sub-station on
15 /5-minute time block by installing four Quadrant ABT compliant meters by the
project developers. The project developers shall also have to install Remote Terminal
Unit (RTU) and communications facilitated for transferring the real time data to SLDC
for its monitoring purpose. Further, four quadrant ABT compliant meter shall be
installed on each wind turbine/solar projects. All the meters will be tested in NABL

laboratory and duly sealed by DICOMS. Meters shall be installed in presence of
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b)

d)

DISCOM/GETCO at the time of commissioning the Wind/Solar project and sign on such
documents. The meters shall be AMR compatible so that data can be fetched at GEDA,
DISCOM and SLDC remotely,

For the purpose of commercial settlement and energy accounting, the metering
point shall be at the receiving end sub-stations of GETCO. The injection of energy
from wind/solar capacity shall be worked out separately at the receiving end of GETCO
Sub-Stations on the basis of meter reading of common meter installed at
receiving end sub-stations appropriately apportioned as per the respective meter
reading (active and reactive) of wind and solar ABT (four quadrant) meters

installed at respective wind and solar project separately.

In case of Type-A projects (Existing Projects), the metering/injection point shall

continue as per existing agreement with GETCO /DiSCOM.

In case of Type-B Projects (New Projects) that are AC or DC integrated, the
metering point shall be at the receiving end of GETCO Sub-Station. Developer
shall have to install the ABT (four quadrant) Main & Checlk meter at their own cost

duly tested sealed and instailed in presence of DISCOMs’ representatives.

Developer shall install such meters at receiving end of GETCO sub-station as well
as at Wind and Solar PV System Installations in view of the different tariff and RPO.
In case of common hybrid tariff and common RPO, a single meter as per above

specification for both wind and solar system shall suftice.

For Type-A Projects (Existing Projects), both Wind and Solar PV Systems shall use
separate set of internal electrical lines and equipment and connect to the
pooling/sending-end substations of the Hybrid Projects. The projects shall be
mandatorily metered separately. Developers shall have to install ABT (four quadrant)
meters at Wind and Solar PV System I[nstallation as well as receiving end of the GETCO

Sub-Station at their own cost duly tested sealed and installed in presence of DISCOM.
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g) Internal connectivity between solar and wind capacity prior to pooling/sending end
substation shall be allowed for Type B Projects {New Projects} once a comr{non
RPO and hybrid tariff are present. Energy metering and communication facility
shall be provided by the project developer's hybrid power projects in accordance

with the following Regulations/Codes/Orders and their subsequent amendments:

i. Central Electricity Authority (Installation and Operation of meters) Regulations
2014 and its subsequent amendments
ii. Gujarat Electricity Grid Code 2013 and its subsequent amendments
iii. GERC (Terms and Conditions of Intra-State Open Access} Regulations, 2011
and its subsequent amendments

iv. GERC Distribution Code 2004 and its subsequent amendments

For purpose of Energy Accounting, all projects shall have to provide ABT compliant {four
guadrant) meters at generators and if the power is to be wheeled to consumers’ premis:tlas,
then ABT cum Tariff compatible meter is to be installed at the consumers’ premises also.
GEDA/GETCO/DISCOMs shall ensure the energy accounting of Active and Reactive energy ;iof
the Wind/Solar and/or Hybrid for each consumer/customer. Energy Accounting be done tl:-y

SLDC.

2.5.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

KP! Global Infra Limited suggested that under the scheme of Wind Solar Hybrid Project,
Wind and Solar System might be connected at same or different interconnection point at

pooling/sending end Sub-Station, which may be allowed.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited suggested to consider exempting the projects being
developed for captive users and third-party consumers from the requirement of installation
of separate metering arrangement for Wind/Solar PV system at pooling end /sending end Sub-

station. This will enable increase in the installation of renewable energy projects in the State.

Adani Green Energy Limited submitted that ISTS connected projects being setup in the State
of Gujarat need to have a separate provision for administering the connectivity and meteringl
of Solar Wind Hybrid Project and assure that necessary Guideline/ Regulation issued by
CERC/CEA is followed.
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SLDC suggested that Wind/Solar Generator/GEDA/DISCOM/GETCO should ensure that the
generator end data and GETCO Sub-Station end data should be available on every Tuesday for
the previous week to SLDC through such AMR compatible meters. In case of non-availability
of AMR, it will be responsibility of Wind-Solar Generator/GEDA/DSICOM/GETCO to send ABT
meter data in encrypted mode to SLDC with other mode of communication as per SLDC

procedure & requirement.

GUVNL suggested to modify the provision in the para 3.5.8 (d) clarifying that in the absence
of common RPO and hybrid tariff, the internal connectivity between solar and wind capacity
prior to pooling/sending end sub-station shall not be permitted. Further, addition of
wind/solar capacity in the existing solar/wind projects or installation of new wind-solar
capacity @s a part of hybrid project, the injection of power from wind-solar capacity of the

hybrid project shall be at common inter-connection point at pooling/sending end Sub-Station.
2.5.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission finds no merit in the suggestion of KPI Global Infra Limited for allowing wind
and solar capacities to be connected at different inter-connection peints at the
pooling/sending end Sub-Station. Further, the Commission is also not in favour of exempting
the separate metering requirement for Wind and Solar PV capacity as proposed by other
objector as the Commission has specified separate purchase obligation for Wind and Solar and
captive users are also defined as obligated entities under the RPO Regulations notified by the

Commission,

The Commission agree with the suggestion of SLDC on the para 3.5.8 (a) of the discussion
paper, the meters shall h» AMR compatible so that data can be fetched at GEDA, DISCOM and
SLDC level remotely. In case of non-availability of AMR, it will be responsibility of Wind-Solar
Hybrid Generator /DISCOM/GETCO to send ABT meter data in encrypted mode to SLDC.

The suggestion of GUVNL is addressed in the para 3.5.8 (e) and (f) of the discussion paper. For
Type - A Projects (Existing Projects), both Wind and Solar PV Systems shall have to use
separate set of internai electrical lines and equipment and connect to the pooling/sending-

end Sub-Stations of the Hybrid Projects. Internal connectivity between solar and wind
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capacity prior to pooling/sending end Sub-Station shall be allowed for Type B Projects (New

Projects) once a common RPO is prescribed by the Commission.

The Commission clarifies that in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid project connected with [nter-State
Transmission System (ISTS) network through state network, the provisions related to
metering point and interconnection point shall be governed by the provisions of Intra-State
Generator provided in this Order. While in case of the Wind Solar Hybrid projects directly

connected to ISTS network shall be governed by the provisions of CERC Regulations.

2.6 Clause 3.6: Wind-Solar Hybrid System & Power Evacuation

2.6.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper
1. Hybridization of Type-A Projects (Existing Projects):

Existing Wind Power or Solar Power Projects Developers, willing to instalt Solar PV Plant or
Wind Turbine Generators respectively, at the existing location, shall be allowed to do so with

following conditions:

1. The total power injection (combined wind and solar) into the grid shall not be more thlhn
the transmission capacity/grid connectivity allowed/sanctioned by GETCO for this
purpose. In case, addition/augmentation in the existing evacuation system is required
as per the system study undertaken by GETCO due to addition of Wind-Solar and Storage
capacity, if any, Developers shall undertake such addition/augmentation in the system
up to the receiving end sub-station of GETCO at their own cost. However, the primary
focus is to optimize the utilization of existing transmission infrastructure and

technologies, and design approaches towards minimum augmentation is encouraged.

ii, The additional solar/wind power from the Hybrid Project may be allowed to wheel
power for captive use or for sale of power to a third-party or sale to DISCOMs. Far
transmission and wheeling of power, the applicable charges and losses shall be as
specified in this Order. |

iti. The Developers shall approach GETCO for determining the transmission capacity
available to evacuate the additional wind/ solar power or any augmentation that may be

required. GETCO shall provide the relevant data about the transmission capacity
utilization on its existing network.
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2 Type-B Projects (New Projects)

i. The Developers of Hybrid Projects shall establish the evacuation line at their own cost

up to the receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO.

ii. The Developer has option for wheeling of wind and solar power for their captive use or
third-party sale or sale of power to the DISCOMs. For transmission and wheeling of

power, the applicable charges and losses shall be as specified in this Order,

iti. Hybrid Project Developer shall approach GETCO for evacuation system planning up to

the receiving station.

For both Type - A and Type - B Hybrid Projects, the Developer shall ensure for capacity
allocation/sanction of transmission capacity at least equal to installed capacity of wind or
solar project, whichever is higher. In case, total injection of power from Hybrid Project exceeds
such allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity shall be avoided /restricted by providing
necessary protection system so that such incident may not affect real time grid management
to grid operators. Further, in the above case such additional power generated from allocated
/sanctioned capacity shall be considered as inadvertent flow of power and shall not be

considered for commercial settlement.

Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Generation System, or the Hybrid Project, means
the system of combined generation of Wind and Solar Power and Storage, if any, at existing or
new Solar/Wind Power Projects with storage capacity, if any, (or) collocated where injection
of wind or solar power is at the interconnection point of the pooling substation of existing
windfarms/ sending-end sub-station of existing solar power installations with or without

energy storage system.

Under the scheme of wind-solar hybrid power generation, wind and solar PV systems shall be
connected at the same interconnection point at pooling/sending-end sub-station. In order to
achieve the benefits of hybrid plant in terms of optimal and efficient utilization of transmission
infrastructure and better grid stability by reducing the variability in renewable power

generation, it is desired that:
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H

At the locations of having good wind power potential, the Solar PV capacity to be adfed

as the Solar-Hybrid component could be relatively smaller.

ii. Similarly, in case of the sites where the wind power density is relatively lower or

moderate, the component of the solar PV capacity could be relatively on a higher side.
Evacuation capacity for the purpose of connectivity and injection of power shall be

worked out as follows:

A. For Type-A Projects (Existing Projects)

a) Open Access is already granted to the extent of rated capacity of transmission line/Sub-

Station of GETCO and injection of power from additional wind/selar capacity to be set
up, is restricted up to already granted rated capacity of transmission line/ substatjon
of GETCO. The same shall be allowed without applicability of transmission charges on
such additional capacity. However, the transmission losses and wheeling
charges/losses shall be made applicable to such capacity as applicable to any other
solar or wind project as the case may be. In case total hybrid generation exceeds the
transmission capacity limit, it shall be considered as inadvertent injection of power for
which no payment or credit shall be given or under any exigency, which requixl“es
curtailment of generation, the generation from additional/new wind/solar capacity

shall be curtailed first.

b) There is capacity margin in the existing transmission system/ sub-station of GETCO

after taking into account open access already granted to the existing wind/solar project
or any augmentation and strengthening of transmission system after receiving-end
sub-station is undertaken by GETCO for allocation/sanction of transmission capacity
for allowing additional wind/ solar capacity, the transmission charges and losses, and
wheeling charges and losses shall be applicable on such additional
sanctioned/allocated capacity as applicable to any other Solar/ Wind Project as the
case may be. However, if any augmentation in the existing transmission system is
required due to addition of such solar /wind capacity, up to receiving end substation Pf

GETCO, the Developers at its own cost shall undertake the same.
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B. For Type-B Projects (New Projects)

The Developer of Hybrid Project shall establish a dedicated line at its own cost for evacuation
of power up to receiving end sub-station of GETCO as per system study undertaken by GETCO
where the Project Developer desires to inject power in the State Grid. From there onwards,
GETCO shall ensure transmission system and connectivity.

Transmission charges shall be applicable based on sanctioned/ allocated transmission
capacity. However, Developer shall ensure that power injection shall never increase beyond
sanctioned/allocated transmission capacity. In case total hybrid generation exceeds the
transmission capacity limit, it shall be considered as inadvertent injection of power for which
no payment or credit shali be given. Transmission charges and losses, and wheeling charges
and losses shall be applicable as applicable to any other open access for wind znd solar

projects.
2.6.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

BA Prerna Renewable Pvt, Limited suggested that the condition of allocation / sanction of
transmission capacity at least equal to installed capacity of wind or solar capacity of Hybrid
plant, whichever is higher would lead to more inefficiency / unider-utilization / sub-optimum
utilization of the transmission infrastructure as for supplying higher generation / capacity and
utilization factor, higher installation of wind / solar capacity is inevitable. The objector
requested for specifying the payment of transmission charges on kWh supplied rather than

MW basis.

Adani Renewable Energy Limited submitted that the new Hybrid power projects are likely
to come up with storage facilities or designed in way to have storage facilities in future. For
such projects, the installed solar and wind capacities will be higher to charge the storage
capacities. Therefore, requirement of having sanctioned transmission at least equal to higher
of installed capacity of solar or wind will lead to non-optimal utilization and wastage of
transmission capacity. Itis submitted that MNRE wind solar hybrid guidelines also do not have
such restriction on sanction of transmission capacity. For any excess generation which may
occur at some point of time when both solar and wind generation may peak simultaneously

and generation is more than transmission capacity allotted, it should be the responsibility of
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Wind-Solar Hybrid Developer to back down/clip the excess generation by providing necessa:lry
protection system in-terms of curtailing generation beyond the allowed evacuation capadity

and hence injection of excess generations gets restricted. The suitable provisions for the same

are already covered in the draft.

GETCO suggested to modify the para 3.6(i) of the discussion paper by inclusion of followjing

additional points:

GETCO/STU will check strengthen scheme required for the same on the request of such applicant.
If such developer agrees to create required strengthening elements of intra state scheme at their
cost, GETCO/STU may grant additional evacuation at same substation subject to implementalrion
of required strengthening scheme element by hybrid developer at matching timeframe. By
granting approval for strengthening of substation by GETCO/STU for additional evacuation at
particular substation shall not be ground for getting any extension in SCoD of the project or
relaxation from liquidated damage payable or any other consequences under the PPA/conflract

including termination of PPA/contract.
Similarly, modifications are suggested to para 3.6(ii) to include following additional points:
|

The developer shall seféct the location to evacuate the additional wind/solar power or, any
augmentation that may be required on the basis of data provided by GETCO/STU on their website
for all the possible location where hybrid capacity will be identified. GETCO/STU shall check
strengthening scheme required for the same on the request of developer. If such developer aé;rees
to create required strengthen element of intra state scheme at their cost, GETCO/STU may allow
additional evacuation at the same substation subject to implementation of required
strengthening scheme by hybrid developer at matching timeframe. This shall not be grourd for
getting any extension in SCOD of the project or relaxation in any term of the PPA )contract The
developer of the hybrid project may develop dedicated transmission line of power evacuation
capacity as specified. In case the developer not able to utilize the dedicated transmission line and
bays, ic may share with other developers with a view of optimum utilization of transmjssion

system.
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2.6.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has carefully gone through the submission made by GETCO anc other
stakeholders. The Commission do not find merit in the submission of the stakeholder for not
imposing the condition of having sanctioned/allocated transmission capacity at least equal to
higher of installed capacity of solar or wind from the point of view of grid safety and economic

operation of the grid.

With regard to GETCO’s submission regarding conversion of existing Wind/Solar projects into
hybrid projects involving strer.gthening / augmentation of transmission infrastructure and
Sub -station should not be considered as a ground for getting any extension in SCOD of the
project or relaxation in any term of the PPA /contract, the Commission is of the opinion that if
conversion of existing Wind/Solar projects into hybrid projects involves
strengthening/augmentation of transmission infrastructure and Sub-Station, such aspects
shall be governed by the provisions of GERC (Terins and Conditions for'Green Energy Open
Access) Regulations, 2024 read with provisions of Transmission and / or wheeling Agreement

and / or Power Purchase Agreement with Distribution licensee, and provision of this Order.

As far as the objection/suggestion of the GETCO that even though there is no evacuation
margin or facility available at given existing sub-station of GETCO, the project developer may
be allow to carryout strengthening work at its cost as may be required by GETCO subject to
condition that there shall not be extension in SCoD or change in tariff is concerned, the
Commission note that the aspects related to grant of connectivity and approval for evacuation
of power from the Power Project shall be governed by the provisions of procedurc/guideline
issued by the GETCO with approval of the Commission, which needs to be strictly followed.
Further, system study is required to be undertaken by GETCO prior to grant of connectivity
and evacuation facility through the concerned network. Moreover, the aforesaid aspects are
applicable for grant of Open Access for all RE based power projects as well as conventional
power projects. Thus, the aforesaid suggestion is premature and therefore cannot be

considered in the present proceedings.

In view of above, the Commission decides to retain the power evacuation related provisions

as proposed in the discussion paper with above observations of the Commission.
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2.7

Clause 3.8: Transmission and Wheeling Charges

2.7.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The Commission has proposed following norms for wheeling of power from Wind Splar

Hybrid Projects for third party sale/captive use during the control period.

Third Party Sale

a.

[n case of injection of the electricity at 66 KV level or above and drawl of electricity up
to 66 KV level, the transmission of energy from the injection point to drawl place shall

be aliowed by paying transmission charges and losses determined by the Commission.

In case of injection of energy at 66 KV level and draw! of energy at 11 KV voltage level
in such case, wheeling of Power for third party sale from Hybrid power projects shall
be allowed on payment of transmission charges applicable on sanctioned / alloc}ated
transmission capacity, transmission losses on energy feed basis, wheeling .':hargf:$I and
losses on the energy fed into grid as measured at receiving Sub-Station of GETC!O, as

applicable to normal open access consumer.

The Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge is applicable to the consumer,
as per the provisions of the Green Energy Open Access Rules and its subsequent
amendments thereto notified by Ministry of Power, Govt. of India read with GERC

{Green Energy Open Access) Regulations and as amended from time to time.

Wheeling of power for Captive Use

d.

In case of injection of energy is at or above 66 KV voltage level and drawl of such ehergy
up to 66 KV voltage level in such case, normal transmission charges and losses shall be

applicable.

[n case of injection at 66 KV and drawl at 11 KV voltage level, wheeling of elecfricity
generated from the Hybrid Project to desired location(s) within the State shall be
allowed on payment of transmission charges and transmission losses as applicgble to
normal open access consumer and wheeling charges and distribution losses l'of the
energy fed to the grid at the receiving end sub-station of GETCG, as applicable to niormal

Open Access Consumers.
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Provided that the entity consuming energy generated from Hybrid project for captive
consumption shall require to establish/prove on annual basis that the ownership in Captive
Generating Plant and consumption of such energy shall fulfil the necessary conditions
stipulated in Electricity Rules, 2005 with the Distribution licensee in whose area consumer
consumed energy generated from hybrid power projects. Failure to fulfil the aforesaid two
conditions, such captive consumption lose the status of captive plant and it shall be qualified
as supply to third party by generator and the benefits granted to captive consumption shall be
withdrawn for that Financial Year and it attracts the applicability of the Cross-Subsidy
Surcharge and Additional Surcharge zpplicatle to normal Oper Access Consumer prevailing

at relevant time as per this Order.

The captive consumers shall provide the details of ownership in the captive generating plant
and generation as well as consumption of energy from captive generating plant to the
distribution licensee in whose area of supply captive consumer is situated. The Distribution
Licensee shall verify the status of the captive consumers on annual basis. In case of failure to
the status of captive generating plant and captive use of energy by the consumer, the action

may be initiated as stated above.

Wheeling of power to more than one location

Hybrid Project Developers, who desire to wheel electricity to more than one location for
captive use/third-party sale, shall pay 5 paise per unit on energy fed in the grid as measured
at receiving end sub-station of GETCO, to the concerned DISCOM in whose area power is

consumed in addition to above mentioned transmission charges and losses, as applicable.

Provided that in all above cases, total injection of power from the Hybrid Project exceeds such
allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity, such power shall be considered as inadvertent

flow of power and shall not be considered for any commercial settlement.
2.7.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Continuum Green Energy India Pvt. Limited submitted that 50% concession in
transmission charges for Wind Solar Hybrid Projects, who are selling energy through third

party route, shall be provided so that such Wind Solar Hybrid projects shall be able to compete
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with WSH captive projects, which will ultimately lead to competition and efficiency in the WSH

Projects.

KPI Global Infra Limited submitted that in case of injection of energy at 66 KV and drawl at
11 KV for third party sale shlall be allowed on payment of transmission charges applicable on
sanctioned/allocated transmission capacity, transmission losses on energy feed basis, 50%
wheeling charges on energy credited to the recipient end, 50% of wheeling losses on energy
feed into the grid measured on receiving end substation of GETCO. The stakeholder further
submitted that the Cross Subsidy Surcharge & Additional Surcharge either NIL or 50% of as
applicable to normal QA consumers should be applicable in case hybrid projects. For cap;tive

project wheeling charges and wheeling losses should be NIL.

IWTMA suggested for levy of transmission charges on Energy fed to the grid basis i.e. in terms
of Rs. /Unit basis instead of allotted capacity basis, exemption of 50% on wheeling cha:rges

and losses should be continued in the next control period.

InWEA submitted that Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge should be kept,

50% of as applicable to normal Open Access Consumers for third party sale.

Cleanmax Enviro Energy Solution Pvt. Limited submitted that as all the regulz:ltory
promotional and concessional benefits have been proposed to be removed froni the
generation and consumption of renewable energy in the State and every service is a:t full
charges, the concession of 50% in the Cross Subsidy Surcharge may be balancing act to enable
state power utilities to avail complimentary RPO benefits. It is submitted that to balande the
complimentary benefits drawn by the State Power Utilities by way of fulfilment of the
complimentary RPO from the renewable energy generation /consumption by the non-
obligated entities under open access a part of the benefit may be granted to the generation /
consumption of renewable energy in the State by virtue of rebate in the Cross-Subsidy

Surcharges for the power consumed under third party.

The stakeholder submitted that in line with the recommendation of FoR, the Wheeling charges
shall be payable on the basis of contracted Capacity/Scheduled Load or actual power flow
whichever is higher. For Open Access for a part of a day, the wheeling charges shall be payable

on prorata basis.
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Aditya Birla Renewables Limited submitted that open access permission equivalent to total
capacity of Wind + Solar Hybrid Project, for examples, for 20 MW Hybrid project {20 MW Wind
& 20 MW Solar), OA permission should be allowed to 40 MW and accordingly, consumer will
pay OA charges.

First Energy Pvt. Limited submitted that the discussion paper has not provided any
cotcession on payment of system charges/losses in case the power is supplied from a Hybrid
power plant to the Open Access consumer i.e. third-party consumer or captive user. This is
departure from previous control period where only 50% of wheeling charges and wheeling
losses, were payable in case of power supply from a hybrid power plant to a third-party open

access consumer and/ or captive user.

02 power requested to remove additional 5 paisa/kWh charges in case supply of power to
more than one location. In addition, they requested to provide 50% concession on wheeling

charges and loss for supply of power for captive consumption in the State of Gujarat.

Vena Energy submitted that OA charges recommended under MoP’s Green Energy OA Rules

2022 should be levied in case of third-party sale/captive use.

2.7.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has gone through the suggestion received from various stakeholders. The
Commission also notes that State Government has notified Renewable Energy Policy, 2023.
Further, the Commission also notes that Ministry of Power has notified Green Energy Open
Access Rules, 2022. The Commission has notified Green Energy Open Access Regulations,
2024. The Commission considers that for the promotion of Green Energy projects, the benefits
be granted in such a manner that it should not result in burden to the end consumer. The
Commission has to strike balance between the captive / third party generator supplying/
using electricity in the license area of DISCOM and its impact on the business of the

distribution licensees.

In view of this, the Commission do not find any merit for allowing concessional transmission
/ wheeling chargers and losses as it will burden other consumers. However, the Commission

decides to allow concessional Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if any, for a
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specific Open Access Transaction which result in benefit of both the RE generator and the
distribution utility. Accordingly, the Commission decides to modify the relevant clause of this

ovrder as under:

Third Party Sale
a. In case of injection of the electricity at 66 KV level or above and drawl of electricity up
to 66 KV level, the transmission of energy from the injection point to drawl place shall
be allowed by paying transmission charges applicable on sanctioned/allocated
transmission capacity and transmission losses as determined by the Commission from
time to time, as applicable to green energy open access transaction as per GERC {Terms
and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in

it from time to time.

In case of injection of energy at 66 KV level and drawl of energy at 11 KV voltage level
in such case, wheeling of Power for third party sale from Hybrid power projects shall
be allowed on payment of transmission charges applicable on sanctioned/allocated
transmission capacity, transmission losses on energy feed basis, wheeling charges and
losses on the energy fed into grid as measured at receiving Sub-Station of GETCO, as
applicable to green energy open access transaction as per GERC (Terms and Conditions
for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it from time to

time.

b. The Commission decides to promote the third-party sale/consumption of renewable /
green energy by allowing 25% concession in the Cross Subsidy Surcharge and
Additional Surcharge, if any, wherein the RE generator and consumer does not claim

RE attribute and allow distribution licensee to avail the same for RPO compliance.,

c. No concession in the Cross Subsidy Surcharge shall be allowed to the RE generator who
are selling power under third party sale and utilizing RE attribute for RPO compliance
of the consumer or the projects are registered under REC mechanism. They shall be

liable to pay 100% Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if any, as
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determined by the Commission read with the provisions of GERC Green Energy Open

Access Regulations.

The provisions related to Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge shall be
governed as per the MOP Rules and GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy

Open Access) Regulations, 2024 as amended from time to time.

Wheeling of power for Captive Use

d.

In case of injection of energy is at or above 66 KV voltage level and drawl of such energy
up to 66 KV voltage level, in such case the transmission of energy from the injection
point to drawl place shall be allowed by paying transmission charges on sanctioned /
allocated transmission capacity and transmission losses determined by the
Commission from time to time as applicable to green energy open access transaction
as per GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024

and amendments in it from time to time,

In case of injection at 66 KV and drawl at 11 KV voltage level, wheeling of electricity
generated from the Hybrid Project to desired location(s) within the State shall be
allowed on payment of transmission charges applicable on sanctioned/allocated
transmission capacity and transmission losses, wheeling charges and losses of the
energy fed to the grid at the receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO, as applicable to green
energy open access transaction as per GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy

Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it from time to time,

Provided further that the person consuming energy generated from Hybrid project for captive

consumption shall require to provide the details of ownership in the captive generating plant

and generation as well as consumption of energy from captive generating plant to the

distribution licensee in whose area of supply the captive consumer is situated, on annual basis,

in accordance with the provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open

Access) Regulations, 2024 to ensure that the necessary conditions stipulated in Electricity

Rules, 2005 read with provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open

Access) Regulations, 2024 is fulfilled by such captive generating plant and consumption by

GERC { Order No. 01 of 2024 - Tariff framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-
Solar Hybrid Energy Projects including Storage if any and other Conumercial issues for the State of Gujaral.




64

captive users. Failure to fulfil the aforesaid conditions, such consumption shall loose the status
of captive consumption and it shall be qualified as supply by third party by generator aﬁd the
benefits granted to captive consumption shall be withdrawn for that Financial Year and it shall
attract the applicability of the Cross-Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if aﬁy, as
applicable to third party green energy open access transaction as per provisions of G:ERC
(Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in

it from time to time along with delayed payment surcharge thereon.

On receiving of documents/evidence from the captive consumer by the distribution licensee,
the distribution licensee shall verify the same in compliance of provisions of Act, Rules and
Regulations for captive status of the generator and consumption of energy from such plant
and refer the matter to the Commission in case non-compliance of captive status by the
generator/captive consumer and also claim the recovery of charges payable by such consumer
on account of not fulfilling of captive generating plant status by the generator or captive

consumer.

The Commission shall verify the fact and take the final decision regarding continuation of the
captive status of the plant and consumption of energy from such plant as captive consumption

for the respective financial year.

The various provisions related to Captive Generating Plant (CGP) and consumption of energy
from such plant as stipulated in the GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green-Energy Open

Access} Regulations, 2024 shall be applicable for Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project.
Wheeling of power to more than one locations

Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developers, who desire to wheel electricity to n.ore than one
location for captive use/third-party sale, shall be allowed on payment of 5 paise per unit on
energy fed into the grid as measured at receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO to the concerned
DISCOM in whose area power is consumed in addition to above mentioned transmission

charges & losses and Wheeling charges & losses, as applicable.
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Provided that in all above cases, total injection of power from the Hybrid Project exceeds such
allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity, such power shall be considered as inadvertent

flow of power and shall not be considered for any commercial settlement.

2.8 Verification of Status of Captive Plant

2.8.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

"

<o The captive consumers shall provide the details of ownership in the captive generating
plant and generation as well as consumption of energy from captive generating plant to the
distribution licensee in whose area of supply captive consumer is situated. The Distribution
Licensee shall verify the status of the captive consumers on annual basis. In case of failure to
the status of captive generating plant and captive use of energy by the consumer, the action

may be initiated as stated above..."

2.8.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

IWTMA submitted that the Captive status to be checked by GERC and DISCOM as per the
Electricity Rules, 2005. The stakeholder further requested that a deadline for verification of
captive status should be fixed and requested to issue clarification in case of difference of
opinion between DISCOM and Captive Owner, to approach GERC in such case to adjudicate the

matter.

INWEA submitted that their Commission could keep a deadline for verification of captive
status and kindly provide provision in case of difference of opinion between DISCOM and

Captive Owner, to approach GERC in such case to adjudicate the matter.
2.8.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission would like to clarify that the distribution licensee shall collect the data and
monitor the ownership in the captive generating plant and generation as well as censumption
of energy from captive generating plant as provided in the GERC (Terms and Conditions for

Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024.

The manner of verification of Captive Status of Captive Generating plant and consumption,

timelines for verifications, consequences of default, providing payment security mechanism
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against applicable Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if applicable, et¢. shall
be governed as per the provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energyl:{ Open

Access) Regulations, 2024,

2.9 Clause 3.9: Banking of Surplus Energy

2.9.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

Like Wind & Solar technology, as a promoticnal measure, the Commission endeavour to
continue to extend the banking facility to Wind Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Po‘;'fver
Projects set up under OA regime for captive transaction or third-party, transactlion
whatever may be the case. The settlement of energy from the hybrid projects shall :'Ibe
allowed on the billing cycle basis. The settlement of energy in case of Hybrid power

projects set up under OA regime shall be allowed on peak and off-peak hours’ basis.

As per Ministry of Power, Green Energy Open Access'Rules 2022, banking is permitted on
billing cycle basis on payment of charges to compensate additional cost, if any to th:'gle
distribution licensee. Banking charges shall be applicable as per provisions under MoP’$
Green Energy Open Access Rules 2022 read with GERC Green Energy Open Access
Regulations in force and as amended from time to time. Further, the permitted quantum
of banked energy by the Green Energy Open Access Consumers shall be at least thirty
percent of the total monthly consumption of the electricity from the distribution licensee

by the consumer.
2.9.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Continuum Green Energy India Pvt. Limited requested 12 months banking should be

given by the Commission by considering Wind profile in the State and peak seasons.

Drashta Power Consultant Pvt. Limited submitted that definition of banking of energy
should be added to tariff framework. It should be only surplus energy generated and not
utilized during each 15 minutes’ time blocks and not the total generated energy. The

stakeholder requested not to keep restriction on total energy banked.
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[WTMA and InWEA submitted to adopt the methodology suggested by FoR and allow
the energy banked during off-peak TOD slots to draw during peak TOD slot by paying
additional 2% banking charges.

GUVNL suggested to incorporate enabling provisions in the Order providing option to
consumers to avail banking facility so as to reduce strain on DISCOMs to some extent. It
is imperative that settlement of energy in case of Wind as well as Solar capacity set up
under Open Access is to be allowed on peak and off-peak hour basis so as to minimize
imbalance in generation and consumption and to ensure smooth grid operation. GUVNL
requested to stipulate banking charge methodology for determination of banking charge
in the Order itself to ensure adequate recovery of cost incurred by DISCOMs towards
arranging storage/flexible generation to entail banking facility for the consumers availing

Open Access from Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited requested to provide clarity on the working of the
banking charges. They suggested that the banking charges should be applicable only on

the units consumed by the developer rather than the entire banked energy.

Indian Development and Environment Agency suggested that permission for banking
in the hybrid policy should not be based on electricity consumption but rather on
generation by the renewable energy source, that is supplying the consumer and 30% to
40% of the total generation of the hybrid generation tied up with the consumer should be

permitted for banking, regardless of DISCOM consumption.

Ultratech Cement Limited suggested that the terms ‘Banking Cycle’ and ‘Banked Energy’

be define clearly.

2.9.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission decides that the provisions related to Energy Banking facility & banking
charges, methodology for settlement of banked energy and treatment for un-utilised banked
energy at the end of banking period etc., shall be governed by the MoP’s Electricity (Promoting
Renewable Energy through Green Energy Open Access) Rules 2022 and GERC's Green Energy
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Open Access Regulations, 2024 and its subsequent amendments, if any. Accordingly, necessary

modifications are made in the Order.

2.10

2.10,

Clause 3.10 Energy Accounting

1. Proposed in Discussion Paper

The discussion paper proposed following Energy Accounting related provisions for captive as

well as third party open access transactions.

1) Case 2 (a): The project which are not registered under REC mechanism and availing

vi.

banking facility, the energy accounting shall be carried out by energy injection worked
out at the receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO, shall be set-off against the consumption

during the consumers’ billing cycle.

For net import of power, DISCOM shali charge applicable tariff of respective category
to the Consumer including fixed/ demand charge, energy charges, peak charge, other

charges/ penalty etc. as applicable to other Consumers.

Surplus power available, after giving set-off, at the end of billing cycle shai! not be

entitled for any compensation.

iii. No carry forward of surplus energy, if any, available at the end of billing cycle.

The surplus energy, if any, available at the end of billing cycle, is eligible for REC. The
distribution licensees shall certify the same as per MoP’s Green Energy Open Access

Rules 2022 and its subsequent amendments thereto.

The consumer /project developers shall require to pay banking charges as specified in
the Green Energy Open Access Rules notified by the Ministry of Power, Government of
India read with provisions of GERC {Green Energy Open Access) Rules in force and as

amended from time to time.

The consumer/project developers not desired to utilise the green energy attributes
(RE) component for fulfilment of RPO, the distribution licensee shall have considered
such consumed energy of the consumers as fulfilment of its different types of RPO

based on such energy consumed.
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vii. The consumer who utilises RE (Green Energy) compenent for fulfilment of its RPO
percentage, in such case, consumption of RE (Green Energy) be qualified as fulfilment

of RPO.

2) Case 2 (b): For hybrid projects registered under REC mechanism and supply power within

the State, the Energy accounting shall be based on a 15-minute time block-basis.

i. For net import of power, the DISCOM shall charge applicable tariff of respective
category to the Consumer including fixed/ demand charge, energy charges, peak
charge, time of use charges, other charges/ penalty, etc. as applicable to other

Consumers as per tariff orders of the Commission.

ii, Surplus power, after giving set off, shall not be eligible for any compensation.

3) ° For Type-A Projects (Existing Projects)

The energy accounting for consumption of power for captive use/third party sale from
existing wind/solar project shali be governed by existing Regulations/Orders/Wheeling
Agreement prevalent at the time of commissioning of the plant. If these provisions are
different, the above provisions shall be applicable only for wheeling of power from

new/additional wind/solar capacity, as a part of Hybrid Projects.

2.10.2. Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Conrtinuum Green Energy India Pvt, Limited submitted that the surplus power after set off

should be compensated at Rs 1.75/kWh.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited submitted that as the surplus energy at the end of
billing cycle is eligible for REC, the same must be accrued to the developer rather than

distribution licensee.

GUVNL submitted that as per the provisions of CERC REC Regulations it is pre-requisite to
register the project under REC mechanism with the Central Nodal Agency to avail Renewable
Energy Certificate (REC). Hence the distribution licensee is not authorized to certify
Renewable Energy Certificate. Further, it is pointed out that the provision at Para No. 3.10 (1)

(iv) which provides for grant of RE certificate for surplus energy available at the end of billing
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cycle, is contrary to the provisions of Clause No. 3.10 (2) - Case 2 (b) as to avail RE certificate
projects have to registered under REC mechanism and therefore the settlement of energy on

billing cycle basis is not applicable.
2.10.3. Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has gone through the suggestions/comments received from the stakeho?ders
with regard to Energy Accounting methodology proposed in the discussion paper. The
Commission decides that the provisions related to Energy Accounting, Treatment of Bar:'?kecl
Surplus Energy remained surplus after banking period consumption etc for Wind-S:bIar
Hybrid Power project shall be governed as per the provisions of MoP’s Green Energy Ol'pen
Access Rules 2022 and its subsequent amendments thereto and GERC (Terms and Conditi:ipns
for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 as amended from time to time. Accordinély,

necessary modifications are made in the Order.

In case of Type-A Projects (Existing Projects), .

In case of conversion of existing Wind or Solar capacity, (i.e. commissioned prior to
20.06.2023} set up for captive use or third party sale, into Hybrid Power Project by adding
new Solar or Wind capacity, the provisions related to transmission and/or wheeling charge:::r?
and losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge, Additional Surcharge, if any, Banking facility and chargés,:’;
energy accounting etc. for consumption of energy from existing wind / solar capacity shall be
governed by existing Regulations/Orders/wheeling agreement prevalent at the time of
commissioning of the existing Wind/Solar Plant. The new / additional Wind or Solar capacity
commissioned after 19.06.2023, as a part of Hybrid Projects shall be governed by Regulatory
Framework specified by the Commission in this Tariff Order read with GERC {Terms and

Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024. .

2.11 Clause 3.13: CDM Benefits

2.11.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

It is proposed that the sharing of CDM benefits or any other benefit such as carbon credit or
any other benefits under CDM or any other mechanism under any provisions from any source

providing such benefits to the Solar-Wind Hybrid Power Project for which it shall qualify to
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receive such benefit may apply to the concerned authority to avail/receive the benefit for the
project. The benefits which shall be receivable or received shall be shared with the procurer

of power and/or licensee as under:

(i) 100% of the gross proceeds on account of such CDM benefit or any other benefit such as
carbon credit or any such benefit or any other mechanism from any source or agency to be
retained by the project Developer in the first year after the date of commercial operation

of the generating station.

{ii) In the second year, the share from above benefits of the beneficiaries like power
procurer/licensee shall be 10% which shall be progressively increased by 10% every year
till it reaches 50% where after the proceeds shall be shared in equal proportion by the

Generating Company and the beneficiaries like power procurer/licensee.”

(i) In case of PPA signed under competitive bidding process, the sharing of oenefits received
by the Hybrid project shall be as per terms and conditions of bid documents read with the

PPA.

2.11.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

IWTMA and InWEA submitted that the sharing of CDM benefit, if any, shall be applicable only
after the sale proceeds from CERs are received by Project Developer and not from date of
commissioning. The stakeholders requested to clarify that the sharing of COM benefit, if any,
shall be applicable only after considering transaction costs borne by the CDM project
proponent. It is requested to continue earlier provision of allowing developer to claim 100%

CDM benefits for projects commissioned under Competitive Bidding Process.

GUVNL requested that in respect of existing Wind/Solar Capacity, the sharing of CDM benefit

shall allow to be governed as per the terms of the respective Power Purchase Agreement.

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited submitted that the developers are building in the
benefit from CDM or such other mechanism in their tariff working to be competitive and
providing competitive tariff to the bidding agency. Accordingly, such benefit should only be
retained by the developer and not the bidding agency.
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Aditya Birla Group submitted that Sharing of CDM benefits or any other such benefits clause
should not be applicable for Captive/Third party OA Hybrid project. '

Ultratech Cement Limited submitted that sharing of CDM benefit shall not be applicable on
Captive/Group Captive Open Access Projects in which Generating Company/Captive
Consumer/Consumer have choice to use CDM benefits of the project as per their intérnal

Arrangement/Contracts/PPA signed between Generating Company and Consumer.

Vena Energy submitted that the Commission may specifically mention in the applicability of
this provision on the projects which are meant to supply power to DISCOM or licensee, to avbicl

any ambiguity at later stage.

2.11.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

Commission is of the opinion that in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects selling power to
distribution licensee under the PPA, the CDM benefits o, any other benefit such as Carboig
Credit or any other benefits under CDM or any other mechanism under any provision frem
any source providing such benefits to the Solar-Wind Hybrid Power Project daveloper is an
additional benefit over and above the costincurred in the project and the same should be share
with the distribution licensee as proposed in the discussion paper. In case of PPA signed under
competitive bidding process, the sharing of benefits received by the Hybrid project shall be as
per terms and conditions of bid documents read with the PPA. Sharing of CDM benefits or any
other benefit in case of Wind Solar Hybrid Project set up for captive use/third party sale, shall
be governed by terms and conditions of respective agreements between the parties. The
Commission decides to retain the CDM benefit sharing mechanism as proposed in the

discussion paper.

2.12 Clause 3.10: Security Deposit

2.12.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

The Hybrid Power Developer setting up project shall be required to provide Bank Guarantee
@ X 15 lakhs per MW to GETCO based on allotment of transmission capacity and ir: case the
developer fails to commission the Hybrid capacity within the time period mentioned

hereunder, GETCO shall encash the Bank Guarantee.
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The Developer shall commission new Hybrid capacity at least 10% of the allotted capacity
within one month of charging of evacuation line, failing which the Developer shall be liable to
pay long term transmission charges for 10% of allotted capacity till such 10% of allotted

capacity is commissioned.

Sr. Hybrid Capacity in Period for commissioning"the entire evacuation line
No. MW along with bays and metering system

1 1 MW to 100 MW 1.5 years from date of allotment of trarsmission
capacity i
2. 101 MW to 200 MW | 2 years from date of allotment of transmission capacity
3 301 MW to0 400 MW 2.5 years from date of allotment of transmission
capacity
3.5 years from date of allotment of transmission
capacity -

4. 401 MW to 600 MW

Provided that with prior approval of the Commission, GETCO shall issue extension on case to
case basis to the Developers if they fail to commission the entire evacuation line along with

bays and metering system within the stipulated time period due to unforeseen reasons.

In case of State level bid, the Commission shall approve the bid/PPA documents when the
same shall be submitted before Commission for its approval. Long-term transmission charges

are applicable as decided by the Commission in the GETCO’s Tariff Order from time to time.

2.12.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

KPI Global Infra Limited submitted that the Bank guarantee should be kept at Rs. 5 lakh /MW

based on allocated capacity.

IWTMA and In WEA submitted that no project developer willfully delays the project,
considering its own interest. Hence, it is requested the Commission to propose the Bank

Guarantee as Rs. 5 lakhs per MW,

BA Prerna Renewables Pvt. Limited submitted that the proposed rate of bank guarantee is
substantially higher even if they compare the same with the standalone wind or standalone
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solar projects. It is requested to consider for reducing the value of the security deposit to align

with such other projects.

Adani Green Energy Limited requested to align the bank guarantee as per CERC GNA

Regulations, where the same is capped at Rs. 2 lakhs per MW.

Aditya Birla Group submitted that GETCO should allow extension at least by 6 months to
developer in case it fail to commission the project in stipulated time after analysis the pr:'oject

progress. In case, there is no progress then GETCO can encash the BG.

First Energy Pvt. Limited submitted that under the previous Tariff Order, security deposit
was charged at the rate of Rs. 3 lakh MW, which has now been substantially increased to Rs.

15 lakhs/ MW. It is requested to reconsider the same.

GETCO proposed that developer shall commission new Hybrid capacity at least 10% of the
allotted capacity within one month of charging of evacuation line. Developer shall requirellto
open the Letter of Credit of above capacity before charging of the line as a security deposit fbr
payment of such charges. Further, developer shall Commission at least 50% of the allocatéd
capacity within six months of charging of evacuation line, failing which, the Developer shall be
liable to pay long term transmission charges for 50% of allotted capacity till such 50% df
allocated capacity is commissioned. Developer shall require to open the Letter of Credit of
above capacity before expiry of six months from charging of the line as a security deposit for:';l

payment of such charges.

Further, developer shall commission 100% of the allocated capacity within One year of
charging of evacuation line, failing which, the Developer shall be liable to pay long term
transmission charges for 100% of allotted capacity till such 100% of allocated capacity is
commissioned. Developer shall require to open the letter of credit of above capacity before
expiry of one year from charging of the line as a security deposit for payment of such charges.
Balance/entire capacity shall be required to be commissioned within two years of the charging
of evacuation line, failing which STU shall cancel the capacity allotment to the extent of
capacity not commissioned and the develope1 shall have no claim on such capacity. GETCO
proposes the period for commissioning the entire evacuation line along with bays and

metering system as below:
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Period for commissioning the entire evacuation line along
Sr. | Voltage Class of . . .
.. with bays and metering system (from the date of issuance of
No. Connectivity )
_ Estimate) B
1. 66 kV 1.5 years from datc of allotment of transmission capacity
2. 132 kV 2 years from date of allotment of transmission cgbacity |
3. 220kV 2.5 years from date of allotment oftransmi;;ioﬁéapacity -
4. 400 kV 3.5 years from date of allotment of transmission capacity

2.12.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

The Commission has gone through the submission of GETCO and other stakeholders. The
Commission noted the provisions under Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 notified on

04.10.2023 and decides to modify the Clause No. 3.10 of Discussion Paper as below:

The Hybrid- Power Project Developer shall be required to provide Bank Guarantee @ X 10
lakhs per MW to GETCO based on allotment of transmission capacity and in case the Developer
fails to commission the Hybrid capacity within the time-period mentioned hereunder, GETCO

shall encash the Bank Guarantee.

sy i issioni ti ion line along |
RE capacity in MW Period for commissioning the entire evacuation line g

‘with bays and metering system
1MW to 100 MW 12 months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity |
~ >100 MW to 200 MW | 15 months fromn the date of allotment of transmission capacity
>200 MW to 400 MW | 18 months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity
>400 MW to 1000 MW | 24months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity

Sr
No.
1
2. |
3
4

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developer shall ensure and prove that the Evacuation System
consist of Transmission and /or Distribution System shall be ready prior to SCOD or aforesaid
timeframe, whichever is earlier. Failure to it, the project developer is not eligible to get any

waiver in Liguidated Damages payable by it, in terms of respective Agreement/ PPA,

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project Developer shall commission the project for at least 10%
of the allotted capacity within one month of charging the evacuation line or as per timeframe
stipulated table above, whichever is earlier, failing which, the Developer shall be liable to pay
long-term transmission charges for 10% of the allotted capacity until such 10% of the allotted

capacity is commissioned.
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The balance 90% capacity shall require to be commissioned within one year of charging of
evacuation line or as per timeframe stipulated above, whichever is earlier, failing whic:h STU
shall cancel the connectivity and Open Access granted, to the extent of capacit:'y Lot
commissioned and the RE developer shall have no claim on such capacity and: pay
relinquishment charges as determined by the Commission. Further, STU shall includellsuch
cancelled capacity in the list of spare available capacity for RE integration to be publisheild on

their website for prospective consumers.

[f the Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developer {as Generator / Consumer/ Licensee) fails to
Commission the entire allocated evacuation system along with bays and metering Sysltlem
within stipulated time-period due to unforeseen reasons, they may approach to :.Ithe

Commission seeking for extension of time period,

In case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Project set up under competitive bidding route, in that case the

aforesaid provision shall be goverred by the provisions of approved bid documents /PPA.

2.13 Clause 3.15 & 3.16: Integration of Wind Solar Hybrid Project and Battery Energy
Storage to the grid commissioning of Hybrid Project

2,13.1 Proposed in Discussion Paper

After following the procedure of integration of Hybrid Project with grid, the commissioning of
Hybrid Projects shall be followed. “Commissioning” with respect to the Hybrid project shall be:
certified by the GEDA in the presence of GETCO and distribution licensee representative. GEDA
should ensure that all equipment as per MNRE approved list of Solar panel manufacturers and
WTG manufacturers of rated capacity and as per Indian Standards on Renewable Energy
notified by BIS has been installed and energy has flown into the grid and recorded in the
energy meters installed at project site and witnessing of such generation of electricity by
representative authorised by DISCOM/GETCO. GEDA shall co-ordinate with DISCOMs/GETCO
for fixing date of commissioning of plant and visit and decide the same. The representatives
of GEDA, GETCO and distribution licensees shall sign on the commissioning of project. Non-
signing of documents of commissioning of Hybrid Projects by any of the representative of

above entity is not qualify for commissioning of the project. The commissioning certificate
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consists of the details of the Wind Turbine and Solar modules and inverter details. Moreover,

GEDA shall also ensure about the solar modules, details of RFID, modules.

Further. it shall also ensure that generation data from the hybrid project shall also transferrad

in the real time basis through RTU to SLDC.

2.13.2 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

IWTMA & INnWEA submitted that for further better implementation of the project, the
stakeholders requested to define a definite time period (in days} post application for
commissioning so that such visits can be done within a limited timeline as per prudent

business practice,

02 Power requested for specifying timeline for visit of GEDA/GETCO/DISCOM for

commissioning of project to avoid delay.

SLDC proposed following list of docuiments to be submitted to SLDC for first time charging:

* Covering letter

* Name of pooling station, installed capacity, connected GETCO/Transmission utilities
substation.

* Proposed date of synchronization of renewable pooling station with Intra State Grid.

» Details of contact person, Name, designation mobile no, email for day to day as well as
commercial communication purpose.

» Details of first-time grid connection charge to be paid online at SLDC.

e DISCOM name for allocation of power / type of contact in detail.

» GEDA registration application for installation for renewable generator / pooling
station regarding specific under which policy generator installed.

» Approval obtained from various statutory agencies.

e COD letter of GEDA.

2.13.3 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling
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The Commission accepts the proposal of the developers for specifying the definite timel'?ne for
visit of GEDA/GETCQ/DISCOM for commissioning of project to avoid delay. GEDA, GETCI'!.IO and
/ or DISCOM should complete the necessary formalities for commissioning of plant '\Iiyithin
fifteen (15) days from the date of receipt of application for commissioning of plant fronl:',n the

developer/generator.

The Commission also accept the list of documents proposed to be submitted to SLDC for first

time charging. Accordingly, necessary modifications are made in the Order.
2.14 Additional points:

2.14.1 Suggestions/Objections of the Stakeholders

Some of the stakeholders requested to clarify regarding payment of Electricity Duty pn

electricity generated and consumed for self-consumption/sale to third-party within the Stai;e.

2.14.2 Analysis and Commission’s Ruling

Levy of Electricity Duty on consumption of electricity comes under the purview of Governmerit

of Gujarat. Therefore, Commission prefers to not give any direction on the same.

Aok
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3. TARIFF FRAMEWORK, GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND OTHER COMMERCIAL
CONSIDERATIONS

Having cansidered all the comments from the stakeholders, the Commission hereby issues the
final Tariff Framework for Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects including Storage, if any,

effective from 20.06.2023, as under:
3.1  Tariff Framework

Tariff Framework for Type A (Existing Project)

In the case of existing standalone Wind or Solar Projects which are commissioned prior to
20.06.2023, the purchase of power from such existing Wind or Solar capacity, as the case may
be, shall be in accordance with the respective PPAs with GUVNL/DISCOMs and purchase of
power from additional / new Wind or Solar capacity commissioned after 19.06.2023, shall be
at the tariff discovered through competitive bidding undertaken by DISCOMs separately for

purchase of Wind and/or Solar power subject to approval of the Commission.

Regulatory Framework for Projects under Open Access Regime (Type A)

In case of conversion of existing Wind or Solar capacity, (i.e. commissioned prior to
20.06.2023) set up for captive use or third party sale into Hybrid Power Project by adding new
Solar or Wind capacity, the existing Wind/Solar projects set up for captive use/third party
sale, shall be governed by the provisions of existing Regulations/Orders/Wheeling agreement
prevailing at the time of coramissioning of such existing Wind/Solar Capacity with regard to
transmission and/or wheeling charges and losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge, Additional
Surcharge, if any, Banking facility and charges, etc. for the existing wind / solar capacity. The
new / additional Wind or Solar capacity commissioned after 19.06.2023, as a part of Hybrid
Projects, shall be governed by Regulatory Framework specified by the Commission in this
Tariff Order read with GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024,

Provided that such projects shall have to register with GEDA as a fresh for Wind-Solar Hybrid
projects and also to obtain necessary commissioning certificate with consideration of the
provisions of this Order readwith the provisions of Green Energy Open Access Regulations,

2024 notified by the Commission and MoP Rules in this regard.
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With respect to existing Wind or Solar Power Projects which are commissioned prior to the
effective date of this Order i.e. 20.06.2023, it is required to see and verify the completio:'n date
of normative useful life of the project and applicability of provisions for newly addad if.olar/
wind capacity at the end of normative useful life of the existing wind/solar capacity. Ful:.rther,
it is also necessary to consider the terms of agreement for Transmission and/or Whéeling
executed between the parties for existing wind/solar capacity. It is also required to con:'gider
that the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 provides that the repowering of wind prol'jects
shall have to be done on or before completion of normative useful life of 20/25 years from the
date of commissioning of the project. The wind projects developers who do not to go for
repowering, shall have to de-commissioned the wind power projects after completio;; of
normative useful life of 20/25 years and shall have to surrender the connectivity and ifl:..the
Wind Turbine Generators is set up on lease land, they shall have to surrender their leaseh:pld
rights to the Government. Thus, it is mandatory for wind power projects developer to go Ifor
re-powering of wind generator on or before the completion of 20/25 years’ normative uselilul
life for seeking further extension of terms of wheeling/transmission agreement. Failure to I:.Eit,
no extension for transmission and / or wheeling Agreement for such projects is permitted arid
such wind generator has to be de-commissioned. Hence, it is necessary for the proje‘:';t
developer who desire to convert its standalone Wind or Solar Project into Hybrid Project tlb
comply with aforesaid previsions. Similarly, the solar power project is having normativé
useful life of 25 years as per the Order of the Commission. Therefore, hybridisation ofexisting
Wind or Solar Projects are subject to aforesaid provisions related to normative useful life ofé:l

the projact. The consideration of above aspects is explained as under:
Ilustration:

[f the wind generating plant is commissioned, say on 10.02.2013, the normative useful life of
such plant, say 25 years, will he completed on 09.02.2038. Thereafter, such wind projects shall
have to undergo for repowering before seeking any extension of Transmission and /or
Wheeling agreement. Thus, the existing agreement for Transmission and / or Wheeling, if any,
executed by the project developer for captive use or third-party sale, shall be continued only
for the period upto 9.02.2038. If such existing wind generating project desire to convert its

project into Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects, say on 01.03.2024 i.e. under the control period of this
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Order, by installation of additional/new solar capacity, the Hybrid status of such projects as
per existing Order / Regulations read with Agreements for Transmission and/ or Wheeling
with the licensee shall be available only for the period from 01.03.2024 to 09.02.2038.
Thereafter, the said project shall be qualified only as standalone solar project for the period
from 10.02.2038 to 28.02.2049 and shall be governed by the provisions of relevant
Regulations and/or Orders of the Commission during which the solar plant was
commissioned, i.e. shall be governed as per the provisions of this Order. While granting
registration of the Hybrid project and issuing commissioning certificate, the GEDA, GETCO and
Jor DISCOM shall ensure to record / mention such aspects in the registration certificate /
commissioning certificate and other relevant documents related to conversion of existing

wind/solar project as hybrid projects.

Tariff Framework for Type B (New Projects)

The tariff for the new Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects above threshold limit eligible to participate
in competitive bidding specified in the tariff based competitive bidding guidelines notified by
the MNRE, shall be discovered as per tariff based competitive bidding guidelines issued by
MoP, Government of India under Section 63 of the Electricity Act 2003. The Commission may
adopt such tariff discovered through transparent competitive bidding process after following

due process of law.

Regulatory Framework for Projects under Open Access Regime (Type B}

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects set up under Open Access Regime for captive use or third
party sale, shall be governed by the Regulatory Framework specified in this Order and have to
pay transmission charges & losses, wheeling charges & losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge,
Additional Surcharge, if any, Banking Charges etc. as applicable for Green Energy Open Access
transaction as specified by the Commission in its Green Energy Open Access Regulations, 2024

read with MoP GEOA Rules and Tariff Regulations notified by the Commission.

Tariff framework for the Project below Threshold Limit

Type A (Existing Project)
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Type A (Existing project): In case addition of new Wind or Solar capacity by the developer is
below the threshold limit eligible to participate in competitive bidding specified in thezltariff
based competitive bidding guidelines notified by the MNRE: '

Tariff for purchase of power by DISCOM from newly added Wind or Solar projecis falling
below the threshold limit of eligibility to participate in competitive bidding specified m the
tariff based competitive bidding guidelines notified by the MNRE, shall be considereél as
lowest of the weighted average tariff of Solar or Wind, as the case may be, available as ori 18t
April, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution Licens:i:ees
and SECI during previous six months (October to March) or available as on 13t Octoher,llas
discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution Licensees and SE-_IC[
during previous six months (April to September), depending on commissioning date of nemﬂy
added Wind or Solar project capacity subject to adoption of discovered tariff by tﬁe

Commission.

In case weighted average tariff is not available for particular 6 months’ period then latesl,t

weighted average tariff available for 6 months’ period shall be considered.

Type B (New Wind-Solar Hybrid Project)

Tariff for Wind Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Projects falling below the threshold
limit of eligibility to participate in competitive bidding specified in the tariff based competitive
bidding guidelines notified by the MNRE, shall be considered as lowest of the Weighted
Average Tariff (of Wind, Solar, Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Project) available
as on 1%t April, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution
Licensees and SECI during previous six months (October to March) or available as on 1%t
October, as discovered in the competitive bidding undertaken by GUVNL/Distribution
Licensees and SECI during previous six months (April to September), depending on

commissioning date of the project subject to adoption of discovered tariff by the Commission.

In case weighted average tariff is not available for particular 6 months’ period then latest

weighted average tariff available for 6 months’ period shall be considered.
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3.2  General Principles

3.2.1. Control period:

The Commissiun has noted that the Ministry of Power had notified the Electricity (Promoting
Renewable Energy Through Green Energy Open Access) Rules, 2022 on 6% June 2022
outlining the policy and regulatory provisions for promotion of renewable sources of energy
through Open Access. Further, the MoP Rules is effective from the date of its Notification. The
Commission also notes that the Wind-Solar Hybrid Tariff Order dated 03.04.2021 was having
extended control pericd only upto 19.06.2023 and thereafter no extension in control period
of earlier order is granted and also specified in the discussion paper that the new Order shall
be effective from 20.06.2023. Therefore, the projects commissioned under the control period
of previous Order were eligible to get th~ benefit of the said order, which was effective at
relevant time. The Commission has also noticed that the Government of Gujarat has notified
the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 on 04.10.2023, wherein the benefits under the new
Policy for the Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects are made applicable for the Wind-Solar Hybrid

Projects commissioned after 19t June 2023.

Considering above aspects and to give effect te the provisions of Green Energy Open Access
Rules 2022 notified by Ministry of Power under the Electricity Act, 2003 and specificaliy when
there was no tariff order of the Commission as well as Government of Gujarat Policy effective
from 20.06.2023 with regard to Wind-Solar Hybrid Project tariff framework, the Commission
found it more appropriate to adopt the policy and regulatory provisions outlined in MoP Green
Energy Oper: Access Rules, 2022 and defined the Control Period of new tariff order to be made
effective from 20.06.2023 in the discussion paper also. Further, as suggested by some of the
stakeholders to provide longer control period, the Comm?ssion decides to define the Control
Period of this tariff framework effective from 20.06.2023 to 31.03.2027. The projects which
are commissioned during aforesaid Control Period shall be governed by the provisions MoP
Green Energy Open Access Rules, 2022, read with provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions
for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and this Order of the Commission and
eligible for the benefits stipulated in this Order. Further, Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects
commissioned during the Control Peried of this Order shall be liable to pay applicable Open

Access charges and provisions related to banking facility, energy accounting etc and shall be
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governed by this Order read with GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access)
Regulations, 2024.

3.2.2. Useful life of plant:

The Useful Life for the Wind Solar Hybrid Power Projects to be commissioned during control

period of this Order shall be considered as 25 years from date of commissioning.

3.2.3. Tariff period:

The tariff period for the tariff framework approved by the Commission for Procurement of
electricity from Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects by the distribution licenses in the State
shall be 25 years.

3.2.4. Eligibie Unit:

Any individual, Company or Body Corporate or Association or Body of Individuals, whether
incorporated or not, or Artificial Juridical Person, shall be eligible for setting up of new Wind-
Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Projecis cr shall be eligible to add Wind/Solar capacity in
existing Solar/Wind Power Projects respectively, either for the purpose of captive use and/or
for selling of electricity, in accordance with the provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003, Rules
and Regulations framed thereunder as amended from time to time. The wind and solar
generation and storage, if any, may be metered separately at the pooling/sending end Sub-

Station.

The choice of capacity mix between Wind and Solar and Storage, if any, shall be the discretion
of the Developer or as per the individual schemes as notified by the State or Central
Government from time to time. However, at the locations of having good wind power potential,
the Solar PV capacity to be added as the Solar-Hybrid component could be relatively smaller.
Similarly, in case of the sites where the Wind Power Density (WPD) is relatively lower or
moderate, the component of the Solar PV capacity could be relatively on a higher side. The
ratio of different technology mix of Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, percentage as a part of

Hybrid Project shall be in accordance with the Notification of MNRE, Go! in this regard.
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For simplicity purpose, Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Generation Plants shall be divided

into two categories:

(i) Type-A Projects

This category shall include conversion of already commissioned Wind or Solar Power Plants
i.e. commissioned prior to 20.06.2023 into Hybrid Projects by addition of new Solar or Wind
capacity, as case may be. The Wind or Solar capacity commissioned prior to 20.06.2023 shall
be considered as existing capacity eligible to convert in Wind-Solar Hybrid project under
Type-A category. The Wind or Solar Capacity commissioned prior to 20.06.2023 shall be
considered based on Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)/Bulk Power Transinission Agreement

(BPTA) and /or Wheeling Agreement capacity with GETCO/ DISCOMs.
(ii) Type-B Projects

-This shall include new Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Generation Projects
which are not commissioned as on effective date of this Order i.e. as on 20.06.2023. The Wind-
Solar Hybrid Power Projects commissioned under PPAs signed during the Control Period of
this Order will be eligible to sell power to distribution licensees of Gujarat at the tariff
framework approved by the Commission under this Order. Similarly, Wind-Solar Hybrid
Power Projects commissioned during the Control Period of this Order will be eligible for
wheeling of power for Captive use/ Third Party sale as per the tariff framework approved by

the Commission under this Order.

The Wind Solar Hybrid Power Plants located in State of Gujarat / outside of State of Gujarat
and connected to ISTS network and supplying power to consumers connected with Intra-State
Transmission and / or Distribution System of State, shall be governed by CERC Open Access
Regulations as well as GERC Green Energy Open Access Regulations, depending upon the
drawl voltage level of consumer. Gujarat Energy Development Agency (GEDA) shall be the

nodal agency for registration of such projects set up in Gujarat.

Whereas, in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project connected with [STS network and
supplying power to consumers directly connected with ISTS network but not connected with
Intra-State Transmission and /for Distribution System of State, shall be governed by CERC

Open Access Regulations.
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3.2.5. Forecasting and Scheduling for Wind Solar Hybrid Power Project:

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects connected with State Grid shall require to follow the
provisions as prescribed under the GERC (Forecasting, Scheduling, Deviation Settlemenf and
Related Matters of Solar and Wind Generation Sources) Regulations, 2019 notified on

19.01.2019 and its amendments issued from time to time.

In case of ISTS connected Wind Solar Hybrid Projects {including Inter-State RE projects
located in Gujarat & directly connected to ISTS network and supplying power to consumer in
Gujarat / outside of Gujarat) energy accounting for deviation shall be as per the CERC

Regulations.

Provided further that if Wind-Solar Hybrid Generating project is situated in the State of
Gujarat and connected with Inter-State grid through State grid and selling power outside/
inside the State, the energy accounting for deviation settlement shall be carried out wherein
the deviation charges shall be either {A) Reference Rate or (B) Normal Rate of Charges fof
deviation, whichever is higher, as per the provision of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green

Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024.

‘Explanation: Reference Rate and Normal Rate of Charges shall have the meaning as defined in

CERC DSM Regulations from time to time.

Provided that in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power projects set up for captive consumption/
sale to third party, the minimum number of time blocks, which shall not be more than 12 time-
tlocks, for which the consumer shall not change the quantum of power consumed through
Green Energy Open Access so as to aveid variations in demand to be met by the distribution

licensee.
3.2.6. Applicability of Merit Order Dispatch Principle:

Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects irrespective of the plant capacity shall be treated as 'MUST
RUN’ power plants and shall not be subjected to Merit Order Dispatch Principles.
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3.2.7. Reactive Energy Charges

The Reactive Energy Charges as approved by the Commission in tariff orders for the Gujarat

Energy Transmission Corporation Limited (GETCO) read with GERC Grid code from time to

time shall be applicable to Wind Solar Hybrid Projects.

3.2.8. Metering points an interconnection point:

The metering and interconnectivity shall be as under:

a)

b)

d)

Energy generation from wind/solar capacity shall be measured separately at the
pooling/sending end sub-station on 15 /5-minute time blocks by iustalling four Quadrant
ABT compliant meters by the project developers. The project developers shall also have to
install Remote Terminal Unit (RTU) and communications facilities for transferring the real
time data to SLDC for monitoring purpose. Further, four quadrant ABT compliant meter
shall be installed on each wind turbine/solér projects. All the meters will be tested in NABL
laboratory and duly sealed by DISCOMs. Meters shall be installed in the presence of
DISCOM and /or GETCO representatives at the time of commissioning of the Wind-Solar
Hybrid project and sign on such documents. The meters shall be AMR compatible so that

data can be fetched at GEDA, DISCOM and SLDC level remotely.

For the purpose of commercial settlement and energy accounting, the metering point shall
be at the receiving end sub-stations of GETCO. The injection of energy from Wind-Solar
capacity shall be worked out separately at the receiving end sub-stations of GETCO on the
basis of meter reading of common meter installed at receiving end sub-stations
appropriately apportioned as per the respective meter reading (active and reactive) of
wind and solar ABT (four quadrant) meters instailed at respective wind and solar project

separately.

In case of Type-A projects (Existing Projects), the metering/injection point shall continue

as per existing agreement with GETCO /DISCOM.

In case of Type-B Projects (New Projects) that are AC or DC integrated, the metering point
shall be at the receiving end of GETCO Sub-Station. Developer shall have to install the ABT

(four quadrant) Main & Check meter at their own cost duly tested, sealed and installed in
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the presence of DISCOMs and /or GETCO’s representatives. Developer shall install such
meters at receiving end of GETCO Sub-Station as well as at Wind and Solar PV Sy:'stem
Installations in view of the different tariff and RPO. In case of common hybrid tariff and
common RPO, a single meter as per above specification for botn wind and solar system

shall suffice.

For Type-A Projects (Existing Projects), both Wind and Solar PV Systems shall use separate
set of internal electrical lines and equipment and connect to the pooling/sending-end Sub-
Stations of the Hybrid Projects. The projects shall be mandatorily metered the wind and
solar energy separately. Developers shall have to install ABT (four quadrant] meters at
Wind and Solar PV System Installation as well as receiving end of the GETCO Sub-Stations
at their own cost duly tested, sealed and installed in the presence of DISCOM and /or

GETCO representatives.

Internal connectivity between solar and wind capacity prior to pooling/sending-end Sub-
Station shall be allowed for Type B Projects (New Projects) once a common RPO and hybrid

tariff are present.

Energy metering and communication facility shall be provided by the developer of Hybrid
Power Projects in accordance with the following Regulations/Codes/Orders and their

subsequent amendments:

i.  Central Electricity Authority (Installation and Operation of meters) Regulations 2014
and its subsequent amendments.

ii. Gujarat Electricity Grid Code 2013 and its subsequent amendments.

iii. GERC (Terms and Conditions of Intra-State Open Access) Regulations, 2011 and its
subsequent amendments.

iv. GERC Distribution Code 2004 and its subsequent amendments.

v. GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access), Regulations 2024.

For the purpose of energy accounting, all projects shall have to provide ABT compliant {four

quadrant) meters at generators end and if the power is to be wheeled to consumers’ premises,
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then ABT cum Tariff compatible meter is to be installed at the consumers’ premises also. While
in case of consumer seeking open access below 1 MW, installation of Special Energy Meter
capable of energy recording on 15 Minute Time Block basis at consumption end shall be
allowed. GEDA, GETCO and DISCOMs shall ensure the energy accounting of Active and Reactive
energy of the Wind/Solar and/or Hybrid for each consumer/customer. Energy Accounting

shall be done by SLDC.

Provided that in case of Wind-Solar Hybrid project connected with Inter-State Transmission
System (ISTS) network throngh state network, the provisions related to metering point and
interconnection point shall be governed by the provisions of Intra-State Generator provided
in this Order. While in case of the Wind Solar Hybrid projects directly connected to ISTS

network shall be governed by the provisions of CERC Regulations.

3.3  Wind-Solar Hybrid System & Power Evacuation

Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Power Generation System, or the Hybrid Project, means
the system of combined generation from collocated Wind and Solar Power Preject and
Storage. if any, (i} as addition of wind or solar capacity in the existing solar or wind power
project as part of Hybrid power project or (ii} installation of new Wind-Solar Power Projects
with storage capacity, if any, and injection of power from the power project at the

interconnection point of the pooling end substation.

Under the scheme of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Generation, Wind and Solar PV Systems shall
be connected at the same interconnection point at pooling/sending-end sub-station. In order
to achieve the benefits of hybrid plant in terms of optimal and efficient utilization of
transmission infrastructure and better grid stability by reducing the variability in renewable

power generation, it is desired that:

i.  Atthelocations of having good wind power potential, the solar PV capacity to be added
as hybrid component could be relatively smaller.
il.  Similarly, in case of the sites where the wind power density is relatively lower or

moderate, the component of the Solar PV capacity could be relatively on a higher side.
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The ratio of different technology mix of Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, as a part of

Hybrid Project shall be in accordance with the Notification of MNRE, Gol in this regard.

Hybridization of existing projects (Type-A):

Existing Wind power Project Developer or Solar Power Projects Developer, willing to install

additional / new Solar PV Plant or Wind Turbine Generators respectively, at the exiﬁting

location, shall be allowed to do so with following conditions.

1.

(11

The total power injection (combined wind and solar) into the grid shall not be more
than the transmission capacity/grid connectivity allowed/sanctioned by GETCO for
this purpose. In case, addition/augmentation in the existing evacuation systerﬁ is
required as per the system study undertaken by GETCO due to addition ofWinddellar
and Storage Capacity, if any, the Developers shall undertake 51:1|ch
addition/augmentation in the system up to tire receiving end sub-station of GETCO at
their own cost. However, the primary focus is to optimize the utilization of existi'ﬁng
transmission infrastructure and technologies, and design approaches towar:fjs

minimum augmentation is encouraged.

The transmission and / or wheeling of energy from additional solar/wind capacity as
part of Hybrid Project may be allowed for captive use or for third-party sale or sale ﬁo
DISCOMs. For transmission and wheeling of power, the applicable charges and losses

shall be as specified in this Order.

The Developers shalt approach GETCO for determining the transmission capacity
available to evacuate the additional wind/ solar power or any augmentation that may
be required. GETCO shall provide the relevant data with regards to the transmissionll

capacity utilization on its existing network.

Hybridization of Type-B Projects (New Projects)

The Developer of Hybrid Project shall establish the evacuation line at their own costup
to the receiving end sub-station of GETCO as per the system study undertaken by
GETCO.
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The Developer has option for transmission / wheeling of wind and solar power for their
captive use or third-party sale or sale of power to the DISCOMs. For transmission and
wheeling of power, the applicable charges and losses shall be as specified in this Order.
Hybrid Project Developers shall approach GETCO for evacuation system planning up to

the receiving station.

For both Type-A and Type-B Hybrid Projects, the Developer shall ensure for capacity

allocation/sanction of transmission capacity at least equal to installed capacity of wind or

solar project, whichever is higher. In case, total injection of power from Wind-Solar Hybrid

Project with storage, if any, exceeds the allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity, the same

shall be avoided /restricted by providing necessary protection system so that such incident

may not affect real time grid management by grid operators. Such injection of power over and

above allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity shall be censidered as inadvertent flow of

power and shall not be considered for commercial settlement.

A.

For Type-A Projects (Existing Projects) where -

a. Open Access is already granted to the extent of rated capacity of transmission

line/substation of GETCO, the injection of power from additional wind or solar capacity
to be set up, is restricted up to already granted rated capacity of transmission line/
substation of GETCO. The same shall be allowed without applicability of transmission
charges on such additional capacity. However, the transmission losses and wheeling
charges/losses shall be made applicable to such capacity as applicable to any other solar
or wind project as the case may be. In case total hybrid generation exceeds the
transmission capacity limit, it shall be considered as inadvertent injection of power for
which no payment or credit shall be given or under any exigency which requires
curtailment of generation, the generation from additional/new wind/ solar capacity

shall be curtailed first.

. There is capacity margin in the existing transmission system/ sub-station of GETCO

after taking into account open access already granted to the existing wind/solar project
or any augmentation and strengthening of transmission system after receiving end sub-

station is undertaken by GETCO for allocation/sanction of transmission capacity for
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allowing additional wind/ solar capacity, the transmission charges and losses; and
wheeling charges and losses shall be applicable on such additional sanctioned/alloé;ated
capacity as applicable to any other Solar/ Wind Projeci as the case may be. Howev:':el', if
any augmentation in the existing transmission system is required due to additidllm of
such solar/wind capacity, up to receiving end substation of GETCO, the same shall be

undertaken by the Developers at its own cost.

B. For Type-B Projects (New Projects)

The Developer of Hybrid Project shall establish a dedicated line at its own cost for evacuation
of power up to receiving end sub-station of GETCO as per system study undertaken by GE’I‘I‘IICO.
From there onwards, GETCO shall ensure tranismission system and connectivity. Transmiss'ilion
charges shall be applicable on the basis of sanctioned/ allocated transmission capac;ity.
However, Developer shall ensure that power injection shall never increase beyond
sanctioned/allocated transmission capacity. In case total hybrid generation exceeds the
transmission capacity limit, it shall be considered as inadvertent injection of power for whillch
ro payment or credit shall be provided. Transmission charges and losses and wheelillhg
charges and losses shall be applicable as applicable to green energy cpen access transaction
as per GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access} Regulations, 2024 %15

amended from time to time,
3.4  Operation and Maintenance of dedicated lines

The Operation and Maintenance of dedicated evacuation line including the bays shall be
carried out at the cost of Developer of Hybrid Projects as per applicable technical standards

and best practices.

3.5 Transmission and Wheeling Charges

Third Party Sale
a. In case of injection of the electricity at 66 KV level or above and drawl of electricity up
to 66 KV level, the transmission of energy from the injection point to drawl place shall

be allowed by paying transmission charges applicable on sanctioned/allocated

transmission capacity and transmission losses as determined by the Commission from
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time to time, as applicable to green energy open access transaction as per GERC (Terms
and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it

from time to time.

In case of injection of energy at 66 KV level and drawl! of energy at 11 KV voltage level
in such case, wheeling of Power for third party sale from Hybrid power projects shall
be allowed on payment of transmission charges applicable on sanctioned/allocated
transmission capacity, transmission losses on energy feed basis, wheeling charges and
losses on the energy fed into grid as measured at receiving Sub-Station of GETCO, as
applicable to green energy open access transaction as per GERC Green Energy Open
Access Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it from time to time.

b. The Commission decides to promote the third-party sale/consumption of renewable /
green energy by allowing 25% concession in the Cross Subsidy Surcharge and
Additional Surcharge, if any, wherein the RE generator and consumer does not claim RE

. attribute and allow distribution licensee ta avail the same for RPO compliance.

c. No concession in the Cross Subsidy Surcharge shall be allowed to the RE generator who
are selling power under third party sale and utilizing RE attribute for RPO compliance
of the consumer or the projects which hare registered under REC mechanism. They shall
be liable to pay 100% Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if any, as
determined by the Commission read with the prbvision of GERC Green Energy Open

Access Regulations.

d. The provisions related to Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge shall be
governed as per the MoP Rules and GERC Green Energy Open Access Regulations, 2024

. as amended from time to time.

Wheeling of power for Captive Use

a. Incase ofinjection of energy is at or above 66 KV voltage level and drawl of such energy
up to 66 KV voltage level, in such case the transmission of energy from the injection

point to drawl place shall be allowed by paying transmission charges on sanctioned /

allocated transmission capacity and transmission losses determined by the
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Commission from time to time, as applicable to green energy open access transaction
as per GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024

and amendments in it frcm time to time .

b. In case of injection at 66 KV and drawl at 11 KV voltage level, wheeling of electricity
generated from the Hybrid Project to desired location(s) within the State shal::l be
allowed on payment of transmission charges applicabie on sanctioned/allocé:lted
transmission capacity and transmission losses, wheeling charges and losses of the
energy fed to the grid at the receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO, as applicable to grl'leen
energy open access transaction as per GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Ene'rgy

Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it from time to time.

Provided further that the person consuming energy generated from Hybrid project for captive
consumption shall require to provide the details of ownership in the captive generating pl:;'lmt
and generation as well as consumption of energy from captive generating plant to f.lhe
distribution licensee in whose area of supply, the captive consumer is situated, on annual
basis, in accordance with the provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Ener:gy
Open Access) Regulations, 2024, to ensure that the necessary conditions stipulated in
Electricity Rules, 2005 read with provisions of GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy
Open Access) Regulations, 2024 is fulfilled by such captive generating plant and consumptio}n
by captive users. Failure to fulfil the aforesaid conditions, such consumption shail loose th:le
status of captive consumption and it shall be qualified as supply by third party by generatdr
and the benefits granted to captive consumption shall be withdrawn for that Financial Year
and it shall attract the applicability of the Cross-Subéidy Surcharge and Additional Surchargé,
if any, as applicable to third party green energy open access transaction as per GERC [Termé;
and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and amendments in it froni

time to time along with delayed payment surcharge thereon.

On receiving of documents/evidence from the captive consumer by the distribution licensee,
the distribution licensee shall verify the same in compliance of provisions of Act, Rules and

Regulations for captive status of the generator and consumption of energy from such plant

and refer the matter to the Commission in case non-compliance of captive status by the
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generator/captive consumer and also claim the recovery of charges payable by such consumer
on account of not fulfilling of captive generating plant status by the generator or captive

consumer.

The Commission shall verify the fact and take the final decision regarding continuation of the
captive status of the plant and consumption of energy from such plant as captive consumption

for the respective financial year,

The various provisions related to Captive Generating Plant (CGP) and consumptior of energy
from such plant as stipulated in the GERC {Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open
Access) Regulations, 2024 shall be applicable for Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project.

Wheeling of power to more than one locations

Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developers, who desire to wheel electricity to more than one
location for captive use/third-party sale, shali be allowed on payment of 5 paise per unit on
energy fed into the grid as measured at receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO to the concerned
DISCOM in whose area power is consumed in addition to above mentioned transmission

charges & losses and Wheeling charges & iosses, as applicable.

Provided that in all above cases, total injection of power from the Hybrid Project exceeds such
allocated/sanctioned transmission capacity, such power shall be considered as inadvertent

flow of power and shall not be considered for any commercial settlement.

3.6 Energy Accounting & Banking facility

The provisions related to banking facility and charges, methodology for settlement of banked
energy and treatment for un-utilised banked energy at the end of banking period etc,, shall be
governed by the MoP Green Energy Open Access Rules, 2022 and GERC (Terms and Conditions
for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 and its subsequent amendments from time

to time.

The banking facility shall be an optional facility provided to the consumers availing open
access from Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project as provided under GERC (Terms and Conditions

for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024. In case consumer choose not to avail
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banking facility, the same shall be permitted on furnishing an undertaking as specified in the

GERC (Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 in this regard.

Provided that in respect of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project directly connected with ISTS
network and supplying power to the consumer in the State either connected with ISTS
network or Intra-State network of State, the provisions related to energy banking facility shal}

be governed as per the applicable CERC Regulations read with MoP Rules.

Provided further that the applicable charges i.e. transmission charges and losses, wheeling
charges and losses, Cross Subsidy Surcharge, Additional Surcharge, if any, etc, shall be
applicable to the consumer which are availing Open Access by utilization of State Grid as per
the provisions of this order i.e. utilization of Transmission and /or Distribution network of the

State with or without utilization of ISTS Network.

Provided further that Cross Subsidy Surcharge, Additional Surcharge, if any, etc. shall be
applicable to the consumer which are availing Open Access from Wind-Solar Power Project

involving only ISTS Network.

3.6.1. Energy Accounting
Energy Accounting related provision as provided below shall be applicable for captive use as

well as third party open access transaction from Wind-Solar Hybrid Project:
1. Case 1: The Wind-Solar Hybrid Projects which are availing banking facility:

The consumption of banked energy shall be permitted on billing cycle basis in a manner
stipulated in the GERC {Terms and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations,
2024, The banking of energy shall be evaluated for energy accounting on 15/5-minute time
block basis. The difference between the injected energy from Wind-Solar Hybrid project
worked out at the receiving end Sub-Station of GETCO and available at consumption point and
consumer’s consumption in same 15 /S-minute time block basis shall be considered as banked

energy.

(i). The permitted quantum of banked energy for the consumer availing open access from

Wind-Solar Hybrid project shall be atleast 30% of total consumption of electricity from
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the distribution licensee by the consumer during the billing period as provided in the
MoP Green Energy Open Access Rules, 2022 readwith GERC (Terms and Conditions for
Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024,

(ii). For net import of power, DISCOM shall charge applicable tariff of respective category to
the consumer including fixed/ demand charge, energy charges, peak charge, other
charges/ penalty etc. as applicable to other Consumers,

(iii). The unutilized surplus banked energy shall be considered as lapsed at the end of billing
cycle and entitled to get REC as per the provisions of MoP Green Energy Open Access
Rules, 2022.

(iv).No carry forward of surplus banked energy, if any, available at the end of billing cycle
shall be permitted.

(v). The consumer/project developer shall require to pay banking charges as specified in the
Green Energy Open Access Rules notified by the Ministry of Power, Government of India
read with provisions of GERC (Green Energy Open Access) Regulations in force and as
amended from time to time.

(vi).The consumer/project developers do not desire to utilize the Green Energy attributes
(RE) for fulfilment of its RPO, the distribution licensee shall have considered such energy
as fulfilment of different types of RPO of distribution licensee, based on such energy
consumed by consumer.

(vii). The consumer who utilizes RE (Green Energy) component for fulfilment of its RPO, in
such case, consumption of RE (Green Energy) shall be qualified as fulfilment of

consumer’s RPO.
2. Case 2: For Wind Solar Hybrid Projects not availing banking facility:

The Energy Accounting shall be based on a 15-minute time block-basis and no banking charge

shall be applicable.

i. For netimport of power, the DISCOM shall charge applicable tariff of respective category

to the Consumer including fixed/ demand charge, energy charges, peak charge, time of

GERC | Order No. 01 of 2024 - Tariff framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution Licensees and Others from Wind-
Solar Hybrid Energy Projects including Storage if any and other Commercial issues for the Stale of Gufarot.

JO2_



il

iii.

use charges, other charges/ penalty, etc. as applicable to other Consumers as per tariff
orders of the Commission.

Surplus wind/solar energy, after giving set-off on 15 minute time block basis, shall be
considered as lapsed energy and not entitled for REC.

Once the option for not availing the banking facility is exercised, the same shall not be
aliowed to change before completion of three years from the date of exercise of such

option,

3. Case 3: Project registered under REC Mechanism:

3.7

Hybrid Projects availing open access for captive use/third-party sale under REC

mechanism shall be governed as per CERC REC Regulations.

Such projects shall be allowed to transmit / wheel the energy on payment of applicable
transmission charges & losses, wheeling charges & losses and other charges as
applicable to Green Energy Open Access transaction as per GERC {Terms and Conditions

for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024,

The provisions related to banking facility and charges, energy accounting mechanism,
treatment for surplus energy etc. shall be governed as per the GERC (Terms and
Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 as amended from time to

time.

Cross Subsidy Surcharge and Additional Surcharge, if any, and open access charges shall
be applicable as applicable to green energy open access transaction as per GERC (Terms
and Conditions for Green Energy Open Access) Regulations, 2024 as amended from time

to time,

Restrictions:

Second hand WTGs/Solar modules or other electrical and mechanical equipment shall not be

eligible for installation under this Policy.

3.8

CDM Benefits
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Sharing of CDM benefits or any other benefit such as carbon credit or any other benefits under

CDM or any other mechanism under any provision from any source providing such benefits to

the Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project for which it shall qualify to receive such benefit may

apply to the concerned authority to avail/receive the benefit for the project. The benefits

which shall be receivable or received shall be shared with the procurer of power and/or

licensee as under:

100% of the gross proceeds on account of such CDM benefit or any other benefit such as

carbon credit or any such benefit or any other mechanism from any source or agency to be

retained by the project Developer in the first year after the date of commercial operation

of the generating station.

In the second year, the share from above benefits of the Beneficiaries like Power

Procurer/Licensee shall be 10% which shall be progressively increased by 10% every year

till it reaches 50%, where after the proceeds shall be shared in equal proportion, by the

Generating Company and the Beneficiaries like Power Procurer/Licensee.”

In case of PPA signed under competitive bidding process, the sharing of benefits received

by the Hybrid project shall be as per terms and conditions of bid documents read with the
PPA.

3.9

Security Deposit

The Hybrid Power Project Developer shall be required to provide Bank Guarantee @ 10 lakhs

per MW to GETCO based on allotment of transmission capacity and in case the developer fails

to commission the Hybrid capacity within the time-period mentioned hereunder, GETCO shall

encash the Bank Guarantee.

Sr. - Period for commissioning the entire evacuation line alon
No. RE_lEapaClt_VE MW with bays aﬁd metering system ®
il 1MW to 100 MW 12 months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity
2. | »>100 MW to 200 MW | 15 months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity
3. | >200 MW to 400 MW | 18 months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity
4. | >400 MW to 1000 MW | 24months from the date of allotment of transmission capacity
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The Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developer shall ensure and prove that the Evacuation System
consist of Transmission and /or Distribution System shall be ready prior to SCOD or aforesaid
timeframe, whichever is earlier. Failure to it, the project developer is not eligible to get af:;y

waiver in Liquidated Damages payable by it, in terms of respective Agreement/ PPA.

The Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project Developer shall commission the project for at least 10%
of the aliotted capacity within one month of charging the evacuation line or as per timeframe
stipulated table above, whichever is earlier, failing which, the Developer shall be liable to pay
long-term transmission charges for 10% of the aliotted capacity until such 10% of the allottedﬂ:

capacity is commissioned.

The balance 90% capacity shall require to be commissioned within one year of charging of
evacuation line or as per timeframe stipulated above, whichever is earlier, failing which STU
shall cancel the connectivity and Open Access granted, to the extent of capacity not
commissioned and the RE developer shall have no claim on such capacity and pay
relinquishment charges as determined by the Commission. Further, STU shall include such
cancelled capacity in the list of spare available capacity for RE integration to be published on

their website for prospective consumers.

If the Wind-Solar Hybrid Project Developer (as Generator / Consumer/ Licensee) fails to
commission the entire allocated evacuation system along with bays and metering System
within stipulated time-period due to unforeseen reasons, they may approach to the

Commission seeking for extension of time period.

In case of Wind-Solar Hybrid Project set up under competitive bidding route, in that case, the

aforesaid provision shall be governed by the provisions of approved bid documents /PPA.

3.10 Procedure for Integration of Wind Solar Hybrid project and Battery Energy
Storage to the grid

The commissioning and integration of Wind-Solar and Storage, if any, Hybrid Project shall be

as per the following procedures and amendments made in it from time to time in this regard.

The generating station based on Wind-Solar and Storage if any, shall submit a certificate
signed by the authorised signatory not below the rank of CMD or CEO or MD or Full Time

Director, to the SLDC, GEDA, concerned Distribution Licensees and/or Transmission Licensee
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before declaration of SCOD, that the said generating project including main plant and
equipment such as Wind Turbines Generators, Solar Modules and Inverters, Storage Systems,
if any and Auxiliary Systems, etc. has complied with all relevant provisions of CEA Technical
Standards for Connectivity, CEA Technical Standards for Communications, CEA (Measures
relating to Safety and Electricity Supply) Regulations, 2010 and Gujarat Grid Code and shalil

have also obtained ALMM Certificate from concerned authority, whenever it is required.

GEDA shall ensure following compliance from the developer of Wind Solar Hybrid Project with
storage. if any, before carrying out testing, commissioning activities and issuing the
Commissioning Certificate to the Hybrid Project and failure to it, the commissioning

certificate, if any, issued, shall not be qualified as legal and valid.

{a). Document Submission {o SLDC

The following documents shall be submitted to SLDC before proposed date of commencement

of first-time charging activities:

e Covering letter
= Name of Pooling Station, installed capacity of project and storage, if any, Name of
connected Sub-Station of GETCO/Transmission Licensee,
* Proposed date of synchronization of pooling station with Intra-State grid.
* Details of contact person i.e. Name, Designation, Mobile No., Email for day to day as
well as commercial communication purpose.
* Details of first-time grid connection charge paid to SLDC through online mode.
»  Name of DISCOM for allocation of power from the project / type of contract in detail.
* Copy of aprlication to GEDA for granting registration of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power
Project, details of pooling station and specific details regarding under which
policy/order/regulation, the wind-solar capacity in the hybrid project is installed.
e Approval obtained from various statutory agencies i.e. STU/GEDA/DISCOM for
installation and feasibility of pooling station of the project, as applicable.
» Parallel connectivity approval from STU/DISCOM, as applicable.
e Approved metering scheme, ABT meter details, Commissioning report/MOM, as

applicable.
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b,

Connectivity agreement with GETCO/ Discom or Transmission and for Wheeling
Agreement, as applicable.

Copy of PPA/Wheeling agreement/Agreement for Third Party Sale with beneficiary, if any.
Registration certificate of the generating unit or station in the registry maintained by CEA
on e-portal https://egen.cea.gov.in as per applicable CEA standards.

Copy of letter allocating seven-digit ABT Meter Serial Number along with Duly notarized
undertaking as applicable.

RTU commissioning report/MOM- for communication of real time data up to sub
SLDC/SLDC and RTU payment receipt/REMC MOM, as applicable.

Registration of renewable generators with SLDC through self/lead generator /QCA, as per
approved procedure of Notification No. 1 of 2019 Dated. 19.01.2019

* Application for registration with registration charges/Consent from renewable

generators (in case of QCA) /Undertaking from QCA (in case of QCA)/ Authorization to
lead generator (in case of group generator)

= Details of Payment Security provided by the project developer
= Static Data of Renewabie Energy Generator
= (ther supporting documents, as per requirement

Consent/Concurrence letter for “Generator Name” being Lead Generator by all
Generators, if applicable.

Details of ALMM certificate issued by concerned authority, if applicable.

QCA appointment letter, as applicable.

On commissioning of Wind-Solar Hybrid Project with storage, if any, as per the certificate
issued by GEDA and also signed by Discoms and/or Transmission Licensee/STU
representatives, the details of plant with commissioning date, installed capacity (AC/DC
both), DISCOM name for allocation of power, in tabular format with covering letter, to be
submitted.

C.0.D. letter of GEDA.

Technical Details- Below mentioned technical details to be submitted: -
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i. Static Details: Details of Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Project, Static parameters for Wind
Generating station and Static parameters for Solar Generating station has to be

provided as per the details provided in Table below:

Table 1: Static Data for Wind Generating Station

Sr. Particulars
No )
1 |Type -
2 | Manufacturer e
3 | Make N
4 | Model
5 | Capacity o
6 | Commissioning date
7 | Hub Height
8 | Total Height
9 | RPM Range
10 | Rated Wind Speed B
11 | Performance Parameter o - ]
2 | Rated Electrical power at rated wind speed
13 | Cutin wind speed
14 | Cut out wind speed ]
15 | Survival speed (Max wind speed) N
16 | Ambient temp for out of operation
17 | Ambient temp for in operation
18 | Low Voltage ride through (LVRT)
19 | High Voltage ride through (LVRT) : - o
20 | Lightning strength (KA & Coulombs)
21 | Noise Power level (db) B
' 22 | Rotor i ]
23 | Hub type - -
| 24 | Rotor Diameter
| 25 | Number of blades
26 | Area swept by blades
27 | Rated Rotational speed
28 | Rotational Direction
29 Coning Angle
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30 | Tilting Angle
31 | Design Tip speed ratio
31a | Height of Hub with respect to mean sea level -
32 | Blade )
33 | Length -
34 | Diameter
35 | Material
36 | Twist Angle
37 | Generator
38 | Generator type
39 | Generator number of poles
40 | Generator speed ]
41 | Winding type
42 | Rated Generation Voltage : _
43 | Rated Gen frequency
44 | Gen Current
45 | Rated temp of generator .
46 | Generator cooling
47 | Generator Power Factor
48 KW/MW @rated wind speed
49 | KW/MW @ peak continuous
50 | Frequency controller
51 | Transformer
| 52 | Transformer capacity
53 | Transformer cooling type
54 | Voltage
55 | Winding configuration
56 | Weight
57 | Rotor Weight
58 | Tower Weight
59 | Nacelle Weight a
60 | Over speed protection
61 | Design life
62 | Design standard
63 | Latitude
64 | Longitude
65 | CoD details
66 | Distance above mean sea level /Height of installation with respect to mean sea
level
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Table 2: Static Data for Solar Generating Station

Sr. _ Particulars

Latitude

Longitude
Power Curve

1

Z

3

4 | Elevation and orientation angle of Arrays

5 | Generation capa_ci}da‘_generating facility

= = : :

/
8

Distance above mean sea level
CoD details
Rated voltage

9 | Details of type of mounting ( tracking, single axis, double axis , aﬁfﬁ?maﬁal] N
10 | Manufacturer and model { imp component such as panel, inveri_er, cable, solar
panel, transformer etc

11 | D Cinstalled capacity

12 | Module cell technelogy

13 | -V Characteristics of module

14 | Inverter rating at different temp

15 | Inverter efficiency curve

16 | Transformer capacity & rating

¢. Itis also necessary to ensure that the physical connectivity of Solar-Wind and Storage, if
any, Hybrid Power Project with grid is granted to the same person/generating company in
whose name the connectivity is approved / sanctioned and also the transmission and/or
wheeling agreement is signed with the same person/generating company as a party to the
agreement in whose name the connectivity is granted. The commissioning of the project
shall be allowed by GEDA, DISCOMs and/or GETCO representative by verifying that such
RE generators has complied with the provisions of CEA’s Connectivity Standard
Regulations and obtained ALMM certificate, if applicable and it shall be recorded in

Commissioning Certificate during the inspection and commissioning activities.

3.11 Commissioning the Hybrid Project:

After following the procedure of integration of Hybrid Project with grid, the commissioning of

Hybrid Projects be followed. The “Commissioning” with respect to the Wind-Solar Hybrid
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Project with storage, if any, shall be certified by GEDA in the presence of GETCO and /or
Distribution Licensee representative. GEDA should ensure that all equipment as per MNRE
approved list of Solar Panel manufacturers and WTG manufacturers of rated capacity and as
per Indian Standards on Renewable Energy notified by BIS has been installed and energy has
been flown into the grid and recorded in the energy meters installed at project site and
witnessing of such generation of energy by representative authorised by DISCOM and / or
GETCO. The GEDA, GETCO and/or DISCOM should complete the necessary formalities for
commissioning of plant within fifteen days from the date of receipt of application for
commissioning of plant from the project developer/generator. The representatives of GEDA,
GETCO and/or Distribution Licensees shall sign on the documents related to commissioning
of project. Non-signing of documents of commissioning of Hybrid Projects by any of the
representative of above entity shall not be qualified as valic. commissioning of the project. The
commissioning certificate shall consist of the details of each Wind Turbine and each Solar

modules alongwith RFID details of Solar PV Module and details of each solar inverters,

Further, it shall also be ensured that energy generation data from the Hybrid Project is

transferred on the real time basis through RTU to SLDC

3.12 Applicability of the Order

As already clarified above, this Crder shall come into force from 20.06.2023. The tariff
framework fixed in this Order shall be applicable to Wind-Solar Hybrid waer Projects with
storage, if any, commissioned on or after 20.06.2023. If anjr transmission and/or wheeling
agreement executed for the Wind-Solar Hybrid Project with Storage, if any, after expiry of
control period of previous Order on Tariff Framework for Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects
{Order No. 04 of 2021 dated 03.04.2021 and Order dated 17.03.2023 in Petition No. 2128 of
2022) i.e. after 19.06.2023 shall be modified and aligned with the provisions of this Order.

Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
[S. R. Pandey] [Mehul M. Gandhi] [Anil Mukim]
Member Member Chairman

Place: Gandhinagar
Date: 22/02/2024
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Annexure I; List of Stakeholders communicated their views on the Discussion Paper

Sr. No. Name of Stakeholders
1. Cleanmax Enviro Energy Solutions Pvt. Limited
2. India Development and Environment Agency
3. First Energy Private Limited
4, M/s Yogitech Energy
5. KPI Global Infrastructure Limited
6. 02 Power Pvt, Limited
7. Continuum Green Energy (Inaia}) Pvt. Limited
8. Distributed Solar Power Association
9. Drashta Power Consultants Pvt. Limited
10. Ultratech Cement Limited
11. Vena Energy Renewables Resources Pvt. Limited
12. Adani Green Energy Limited
13. MPSEZ Utilities Limited
14. Green Infra Wind Energy Limited
15. | Aditya Birla Renewables Limited
16. The Chamber of Commerce & Industry Kutch
17 Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturing Association
18. Indian Wind Energy Association
19. BA Prerna Renewables Private Limited
20. | Bee Electric Pvt. Limited -
21. Renew Power Pvt. Limited
| 22 Torrent Power Limited
23. | Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited
24. State Load Dispatch Centre - Gujarat
25. Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Limited )
26. Paschim Gujarat Vij Company Limited
27 Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Limited
28. Gujarat State Electricity Corporation Limited
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Annexure II: List of Stakeholders who attended the Public Hearing and submitted their

views on the subject matter.

0,

Sr. No.

Name of Stakeholders

=

Cleanmax Enviro Energy Solutions Pvt. Limited

India Development and Environment Agency

First Energy Private Limited

Renew Power Pvt. Limited

Continuum Green Energy (India) Pvt, Limited

Distributed Solar Power Association

Drashta Power Consultants Pvt. Limited

Vena Energy Renewables Resources Pvt. Limited

0 (0 [N o [ [ W

Adani Green Energy Limited

—
e

MPSEZ Utilities Limited

(==Y
[y

Green Infra Wind Energy Limited

=
[a=]

The Chamber of Commerce & Industry Kutch

p—i
2

Indian Wind Turbine Manufacturing Association

—
B

Indian Wind Energy Association

=,
I

BA Prerna Renewables Private Limited

—
o

Bee Electric Pvt. Limited

ot
~

Torrent Power Limited

—
£

Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited

[uy
b

State Load Dispatch Centre - Gujarat

B
e

Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam Limited

]
=

Paschim Gujarat Vij Company Limited

N
[

Dakshin Gujarat Vij Company Limited

]
e

Gujarat State Electricity Corporation Limited
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The Managing Dircctor
GETCO/ STU

6th Floor, GIFT ONE, Road 5-C, Zore &, GIFY CITY,
Gandhinagar-382 355, GUJARAT, INUH A,

Fh. : +91-79-2360 2000 Fax : +91-79-2360 2Q54/55
E-mail : gerc@egercin.org Website : weaw.percn.ong

Sub.:- Procedure for “Grant of Connectivity to Projects based on Renewable Sources
to Intra-State Transmission Systen

Ref:- (1) Your office leticr No, ACE (R & C)/STU/313/4911 dated 21.12.2022
(2) Your office letter no. ACE(R & C)/STU/513/44 dated 06.01.2023 received
vide e-mail dated 07.01.2023
In pursuance to Clause 20 of the GERC (terms and Ucenditions of lntra-Statc Open Access)
Regulations, 2011, the Comumission hereby approves the Detailed Procedure for “Grant of
Connectivity to Projects based on Renewable Sources to Intra-State Transmission System™,

submitted by you, as attached herewith incorporaling necessary changes required.

As envisaged under the detailed procedure attached herewith, application for connectivity to
STU/ Transmission Licensee network is to be made only through online portal te be launched
on STU website for the same. To facilitate smooth transition from present methiod of physical
submission of applications for connectivity to online portal methad, it is clarified that the
applicants whe have applied for connectivity (irrespective whether such applicant 1s having
LOA/LOV/PPA or otherwisc) shall be treated as deemed Stage 1 connectivity grantee from the
date of {ulfilment of criteria as per para 6.2 of the approved procedure. STU shall by 24:00 Hrs
of 09.01.2023, intimate all such applicants to comply with para 6.2 of the approved procedure
within 10 days. Failing which. such applicants nced to apply afresh as per the approved
procedure. STU shall first upload all such applications duly complied with para 6.2 of the
approved procedure and applications as mentioned in para 2.2 of the approved procedure
maintaining priority of the applications as received initially ifrom the applicanis {or
connectivily, by 24:00 Hrs. of 20.01.2023. Thereafter. i.e. on 00:01 Hrs of 21.01.2023, the
Online Portal for Grant of Comnectivity (OPGC) shall be made open for all for making
application for Stage I and/ or Stage II connectivity. Thus, there will be a stagnation period
upto 00:01 Hrs of 21.01.2023 for making and receiving application for Stage 1 and/or Stage 11

connectivity.

Page 1 of 2

Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission



Further. to facilnate the applicants for making applications for connectivity through OPGC . ﬂ
STU shall upload a tutorial video explaining step by step procedure about usage of the QPGC

on its website latest by 24:00 Hrs of 49.01.2023. The applicants may Jcam from this tutorial

video and operate the OPGC during the stagnation period upto 00:01 Hrs. of 21.01.2023.

Further, STU is d;rected to upload the format for Bank Guarantee required along with the

approved procedure attached herewith on its website.

STU shall submit a compliance report on the directions issued vide this approval letter.

-~

(Roopwalt Singh, IAS)
Secretary
Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission
Gandhinagar

Encl.:- As above
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PROCEDURE FOR “GRANT OF CONNECTIVITY TO PROJECTS BASED ON
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES TO INTRA-STATE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM”

1.  This Procedure is issued in accordance with Chapter 5, Regulation 20 of the Gujarat
Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms and Conditions of Intra-State Open
Access) Regulations, 2011 (hereinafter referred to as “GERC OA Regulations”).

2.  Applicability
2.1. This Procedure shall be applicable to the following:

i) Persons/ Applicants covered under Regulation {4) of the GERC OA Regulations
and relevant orders issued by the State Commission for projects based on
Renewable Energy Sources, as applicable time to time.
i)  This procedure shall be applicable to the concerned agencies such as Gujarat
STU, Transmission Licensee(s), Distribution licensees, State Load Dispatch
. Centre (SLDC), RE Implementing Agencies, RE Park Developers etc.

2.2. Applications for connectivity under this procedure shall be process in two stages:

i) Stage-t Connectivity

» All persons/ applicants who desire connectivity with the grid after approval of
this procedure by GERC.

» RE projects who are already granted connectivity by GETCO/ STU as on date
of approval of this procedure by GERC but, yet to sign connectivity agreement
and have riot submitted applicable BG shall be considered as deemed Stage-I
connectivity grantee only and they have to apply for Stage-Il connectivity as per
this procedure.

i) Stage-ll Connectivity
.  All persons/ applicants who desire connectivity with the grid after approval of
this procedure by GERC.
+ RE projects who are already granted connectivity by GETCO/ STU and have
signed connectivity agreement and have submitted applicable BG/LC shall be
considered as Stage-Il connectivity grantee as per this procedure.
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2.3. An entity may apply for Stage-l Connectivity and Stage-ll Connectivity separately or

41

simultaneously. The application for Stage-ll Connectivity may be made along with
or after application for Stage-i Connectivity.

On operationalization of Online Portal for Grant of Connectivity (OPGC),
application for Stage-l and Stage-ll connectivity can only be made through this
portal. Scanned copy of all the required documents shall be uploaded by the
person/ applicant followed by physical submission of the printout of application
form and copies of the required documents to GETCO/ STU within a week time
from online application. A unique identification number in serial shall be generated
on the portal on successful submission of application. This identification number
shall serve as priority number as and when required.

Further, prior to operationalization of online poital for making applications for
Stage-l connectivity by persons/ applicants, GETCO/ STU shall register the
applications of deemed Stage-| connectivity grantee as defines in Para 2.2 (i)
above and intimate such deemed grantee the unique identification number
generated by the portal.

Address

Communications with GETCO/ STU under this Procedure shall be done at the
following address:

The Additional Chief Engineer (R&C),

Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited,
5" Floor, Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,

Race Course, Vadodara, Gujarat - 390007

Eligibility

Persons/ Applicants covered under Regulation {4) of the GERC Connectivity
Regulations and relevant orders issued by the State Commission for projects based
on Renewable Energy Sources, as applicable time to time shall be eligible to
apply for grant of Connectivity and undertake to carry out construction and
commissioning activities related to lines, transformers, bus-bars, bays and other
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

equipment at substation as the case may be under this Procedure.

The generation capacity already connected to the Grid (Inter-State Transmission
System or Intra-State Transmission System) or for which Connectivity is already
granted, cannot apply for additional Connectivity for the same generation capacity.

In the event of augmentation of the generation capacity, a fresh application for
additional generation capacity shall be submitted as per the provisions of this
Procedure.

The Persons/ Applicants who have been granted Connectivity to Intra-State for the
generation projects based on particular renewable energy source(s) may, for the
same generation capacity, change to another renewable energy source(s) in part
or full, under intimation to GETCO/ STU. In such cases, GETCO/ STU shaltincorporate
the necessary change in connection agreement.

Further, connectivity once granted, shall not be transferrable to other entity. Also,
purpose of connectivity once granted cannot be changed or modified.

Provisions with regards to Connectivity and Bank Guarantee

5.1 This provision is governed in accordance with the GERC Connectivity Regulations

6.1

and relevant orders issued by the State Commission for projects based on Renewable
Energy Sources, as applicable from time to time.

Application for Stage-l Connectivity

Applications for grant of Connectivity to Intra-State transmission network shall be
made as per the application form duly signed by authorized person of Applicant as
per Format-2 of this procedure. Person/ Applicant has to select substation from the
list available on GETCO/ STU website as updated at 11 AM on 1st day of every
calendar Month. Such list shall depict the name, capacity in terms of MW available
for RE connectivity, geographical coordinates and other relevant details of existing
as well as planned substations with targeted dated of commercial operationalization
of such planned substations.

25
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6.2 Documents to be submitted along with the Application:

6.3

6.4

i)

i)
iv)

Notarized affidavit as per Format-1.

Application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee as per Clause 5(3)
of OA Regulations, as amended from time to time + applicable taxes as Stage-
| Connectivity Fees.

Appiication fees is to be made to GETCO Account electronically through RTGS
as per details given below:

a) Payee: Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited
b) Name of Bank: Bank of India

¢) Branch: Alkapuri

d) IFSC: BKID0002501

e} A/c No.: 250120100001167

Proof of payment must be attached with application.

Board resolution for proposed project.
Copy of Memorandum & Article of Association having provision to take up
proposed business / project;

Provided that on operationalization of online portal for grant of connectivity,
scanned copy of all above documents shall be uploaded by person/ applicant
on portal along with physical submission.

The processing of applications for Stage-l Connectivity shall be in accordance with
Regulation (4), (5) and (6) of the GERC Connectivity Regulations.

The Stage-l Connectivity grantee needs to apply for Stage-ll Connectivity within (i)
6 (six) months from the date of grant of Stage-l Connectivity or (i) till the date the
particular substation gets booked by Stage-ll connectivity grantee, whichever is
earlier. Thereafter, all the granted Stage-l connectivity at particular substation, if any, shall
stand cancelled.
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The capacity of Stage-1 connectivity not utilized for stage-ll connectivity shall be
cancelled on expiry of time frame specified in this para.

7.  Grant of Stage-1 Connectivity

7.1 Upon receipt of the application for grant of Connectivity, necessary study shall be
carried out by STU to check about feasibility of connectivity demanded from the
available margin in the upstream/ downstream existing network and/ or planned
network envisaged for commissioning within six months from the date of application
for Stage-l connectivity. Persons/ Applicants has to select Intra-State substation
from the list of existing and/or planned substations available on STU website for
connectivity applications.

7.2 New sub-stations for harnessing renewable Energy generation potential shali be
planned by STU in consultation with State Nodal Agency (GEDA) and Government
of Gujarat or its designated agency.

7.3 STU shall grant Stage-l Conneclivity indicating the iocation (substation where
Connectivity shall be granted) within 60 days from the date of receipt of application.

Provided that grant of Stage-l Connectivity shall not create any rights of physical
connectivity / bay reservation, etc. in favour of the grantee on Intra-State
transmission system,

Provided that the Stage-l connectivity grantee who fails to apply for Stage-ll
connectivity till the [ocation of Stage-1 connectivity gets completely booked by Stage
Il grantee/s the person who has obtained Stage | connectivity shall loose the earlier
granted Stage-l connectivity and has to apply afresh for the Stage-l connectivity
with the location available on STU website, if =0 desired by the applicant/ person/
generator,

7.4 STU shall indicate to the Connectivity grantee, the voltage level for the purpose of
Connectivity of the Dedicated Transmission Line to the Intra-State substation line
bay.

7.5 Unless otherwise indicated at the time of grant of Stage-| Connectivity, the power
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7.7

8.1

8.2

carrying capacity of the Dedicated Transmission Line shall be as below:

Table1: Capacity of the Dedicated Transmission line

Sr. | Voltage Level Minimum Capacity ot the Dedicated
No. Transmission Line (per circuit)
1 66 kV o Cs50MW B
2 132 kV 80 MW ]
3 T B e
4 400 kv 900 MW o

The connectivity granted under this procedure can also be utilized for Inter-State
sell of power.

In cases wh.ere once an application for Stage-l connectivity is filed and thereafter
there is a change in location of the RE Project and change not more than 10% in
the quantum of power to be interchanged with Intra-State transmission system
keeping the proposed location of transmission licensee substation unchanged, the
same shall be informed by the person/ applicant within 30 days of application of

tage-| connectivity. Such intimation by the person/ applicant shali not be construed
as material change. The STU shall grant Stage-l connectivity to such person/
applicant within 60 days from the date of receipt of such application from the person/
applicant. In such situation, the grant of Stage | connectivity shall be construed from
the original date of application of connectivity for Stage I.

Application for Stage-ll Connectivity

Applications for grant of Stage-ll Connectivity to Intra-State shall be made as per
the application form [FORMAT-3] along with affidavit as per FORMAT-1 attached
with this procedure.

Eligibility for Stage-ll Connectivity

Following shall be eligible for grant of Stage-Il Connectivity:

8.2.1  An entity which (i) has been issued the Letter of Award (LOA)/LOI/PPA by,
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or (ii) has entered into a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA} with, a
Renewable Energy Implementing Agency as notified by the Government or
a distribution licensee or an authorized agency on behalf of distribution
licensee, on submission of such Letter of Award/ Lol or PPA, as the case
may be.

Provided that:

(a) All eligible Stage | grantee who have been awarded Stage | Connectivity
shall be eligible for applying to Stage I connectivity with fulfilment of
following criteria;

i) Tentative land location/ map;

i) Bank Guarantee (BG) that the grantee has to provide as per
prevailing Regulations or as specified by the State Commission in
relevant orders, as applicable time to time.

In case of non-feasibility of substation for granting Stage-ll
connectivity, STU shall return submitted BG / applicant along with
rejection letter.

(b} An entity who has already applied for Stage-l connectivity prior to date
of LoA/Lol/PPA or is applying Stage-l Connectivity and Stage- Il
Connectivity simultaneously.

(c) An entity implementing the Renewable Hybrid Generating Station(s)

including Round the Clock Hybrid Project, shall be eligible to apply for
Stage-Il connectivity at one location only in view of the Eligibility criteria
for such Hybrid RE project as specified in the Regulations and/ or
Orders of the Commission.
The Hybrid Projects set up by any person under the provisions of the
Regulations and/ or Orders of the Commission and Gujarat Wwind-Solar
Hybrid Power Policy — 2018 and desires Stage Il connectivity shall
apply for such connectivity at one location only with fulfilment of above
criteria.

lllustration:
~ Suppose a bidder is awarded !T_OA for 500 MW under Round the Clock

]2 2
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Hybrid Scheme and it has renewable hybrid generation project with
installed capacity of 500 MW (wind), 500 MW (solar) and 200 MWI’
{storage} at single location (for injection at same interconnection point)
Such project shall be eligible for Stage-ll Connectivity under Para
8.2.1, for the capacity of the project not exceeding the quantum of LOA
(500 MW in the instant case). If the said project intends to sell surplus
power over and above LOA, it shall be required to apply for additional
Connectivity under Para 8.2.2 of this procedure.

(d) Provided that, an entity implementing the Renewable Hybrid
Generating Station(s) including Round the Clock Hybrid Project
complemented with Power from Coal Based Thermal Power Projects,
shall be eligible to apply for separate Stage-ll Connectivity for each
location based on the same LOA/LOI or PPA, for the capacity of the
project not exceeding the quantum of power for which LOAAOI has
been awarded or PPA has been signed, as and when such RE Hybrid
Project are allowed at different location through relevant Regulations
and/ or Orders of the Commission or Policy of the State Government.
For this purpose, the locaticns and capacity at each such location, duly
certified by the Renewable Energy Implementing Agency notified by the
Government or the distribution licensee, as the case may be, shall be
submitted along with the Connectivity applications.

lllustration:

Suppose a bidder is awarded LOA for 500 MW under Round the Clock
Hybrid Scheme with projects at multiple locations - 500 MW (solar) in
Location ‘A’ and 700 MW (wird) at Location ‘B’. Such project shall be
eligible for Stage-ll Connectivity under Para 8.2.1, for the capacity of
the project not exceeding the quantum of LOA/LOI (500 MW in the
instant case) at each location (i.e. 500 MW + 500 MW for instant
case) on the basis of same LOA/LOI. If the said project intends to sell
surplus power over and above the quantum for which Stage-ll
Connectivity has been granted under Para 8.2.1, it shall be required to
apply for additional Connectivity under Para 8.2.2.
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8.2.2  An entity who has already applied for Stage- | connectivity or is a grantee of
Stage-l connectivity or is applying for Stage-l connectivity and Stage-I!
connectivity simultaneously and is not covered under Para 8.2.1 which has
achieved the following milestones:

(i)

Ownership or registered lease agreement or registered land sale
agreement for at least 50% of the tand area required for the capacity
for which Stage-ll Connectivity is applied for along with a notarized
undertaking as per Format -7 attached with this procedure;

Bank Guarantee (BG) that the grantee has to provide as per prevailing
Regulations or as specified by the State Commission in relevant orders,
as applicable time to time.

In case of non-feasibility of substation for granting Stage-Il connectivity,
STU shall return submitted BG to person/ applicant along with rejection
letter.

Financial comfort letter/ financial closure issued by Financial Institution
with supporting document, duly supported by Auditor’'s certificate along
with a notarized undertaking as per Format -7 attached with this
procedure and;

(iv) In case of third party sale, agreement/ Contract specifying firm sale/

purchase of energy of 75% of connectivity applied by person/ applicant.

8.3 Conditions to be met by Stage-ll Connectivity Grantees

8.3.1

8.3.2

After grant of Stage-ll Connectivity, the grantees covered under Para 8.2.2
shall have to achieve the following milestones and submit the proof to STU
within six months from the date of grant of Stage-l connectivity;

(i)

(i)

Ownership or lease rights or land sale agreement for balance 50% of
the land area,

Agreement/ Contract specifying firm sale/ purchase of energy of 25%
of connectivity applied by person/ applicant.

In the event of failure to achieve above milestones as listed in Para 8.3.1
above, as applicable, Stage-ll Connectivity shall stand revoked and

~canceled.

] 24
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PAS

9.1

9.2

9.3

94

9.5

8.3.3 STU shall monitor the status of projects covered under Para 8.3.1 on
quarterly basis as per Para 10 of this procedure.

Process for Grant of Stage-ll Connectivity

Stage-Il connectivity shall be processed in accordance with Regulation (4), (5) and
(6) of the GERC Connedctivity Regulations in force.

The person/ applicant shall submit the application to STU through online portal for
grant of connectivity. STU shall intimate the deficiency, if any, in writing to the
person/ applicant within three clear working days through online portal and email id
provided by the person/ applicant.

STU while processing the application for Stage-ll Connectivity may seek such
clarifications, additional information, confirmation, as may be required based on
such clarification, decision of STU shall be final. In case of any dispute, Clause No.
16 of this procedure shall be applicable.

The STU shall intimate the person/ applicant about grant of Stage-Il connectivity or
otherwise within a period of thirty days from 2400 hrs. of the last day of the month
in which the application for Stage-ll connectivity was received.

The priority for grant of stage-li connectivity to applications received during the
same calendar month shall be given to (i) applicants who have been awarded
LOI/LOA or have signed PPA with distribution licensees within the State followed
by {ii) Other applicants. The inter-se priority for applicants within each category shall
be based on date and time of receipt of compiete application cn the portal.

It may happen that an entity is eligible for Stage-ll Connectivity only for part of the
capacity covered under grant of Stage-l Connectivity. In such a case, grant of Stage-
Il Connectivity for part capacity shall be allowed.

Example: A person/ applicant is granted Stage-l Connectivity for 100 MW and has
achieved milestones as narrated in Para 8.2 for 75 MW, it will be eligible to apply
for grant of Stage-ll Connectivity for such part capacity (75 MW) and the same shall

Procedure for grant of connectivity to projects based on renewable energy sources to
intra-state transmission system
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9.6

9.7

9.8

be considered by STU in terms of this Procedure for grant of Stage-I} connectivity.
The intimation for grant of Stage-ll Connectivity shall include the following:

(i) Name of the Sub-station where Stage-ll Connectivity is granted.
(i} Details of Bay along with Single Line Diagram in case of existing substation and
in case of planned substation, if the same is available with STU.

The STU/ Transmission Licensee shall issue the requisite estimate for the work like
Bay construction and/ or other works required to carry out at Connectivity Sub-
station to the Stage-Il Connectivity grantee within 30 days of issuance of Stage-Il
connectivity grant letter. The Stage-ll Connectivity grantee shall pay the estimate
within 30 days and sign the Agreement for Connectivity to Transmission system in
accordance with Clause 6 (4} of the GERC Connectivity Regulations, as amended
from time to time, withir: 5 days thereafter. Thus, the full process shall be completed
within 65 days from the date of issuance of intimation of grant of Connectivity. No
extension of time shall be granted for payment of estimate and signing of agreement
for Connectivity to Transmission system. In case of failure in payment of estimate
or signing of the Connectivity Agreement within specified time above, Stage-ll
Connectivity shall stand revoked and canceled.

The Agreement for Connectivity to Transmission system shali inter-alia include:
()  Details of Intra-State sub-station.

(i) Scheduled date of commercial operation of the Intra-State sub-station, if
available.

(i) Scheduled date of commercial operation of the renewable energy generating
station(s}), generator pooling station and Dedicated Transmission Line.

(iv) Undertaking to make best efforts to fully utilize the bay(s) for dedicated
transmission infrastructure.

In cases where once an application for Stage-Il connectivity is filed and thereafier
there is a change in location of the RE Project and change not more than 10% in

2.6
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9.9

10..

10.1

10.2

the quantum of power to be interchanged with Inira-State transmission sys'llem
keeping the proposed location of transmission licensee substation unchanged, the
same shall be informed by the person/ applicant within 30 days of applicatioﬁl of
Stage-ll connectivity. Such intimation by the person/ applicant shall not be
construed as material change. The STU shali grant Stage-ll connectivity to sﬁlch
person/ applicant within a period of thirty days from 2400 hrs. of the last day of the
month in which the application for such change was received.

As specified at Para 7.3 the Stage-l connectivity grantee who fails to apply for
Stage-!l connectivity till the location of Stage-! connectivity gets booked shall loose
Stage-| connectivity and has to apply afresh for the Stage-l connectivity with the
location available on STU website. However, in case, Stage-l grantee desirés
Stage-ll connectivity at the same substation where Stage-l connectivity was grantei;l,
STU shall check strengthening scheme requirec for the same on the request of sudgh
Stage-l grantee. If, such Stage-l grantee agrees to create required strengthenidg
elements of Intra-State scheme at their cost, STU may grant Stage-Il connectivity
at same substation subject to implementation of required strengthening scheme by
Stage-| grantee at matching timeframe. By granting approval for strengthening of
sub-station by STU for Stage I connectivity at particular sub-station shall not bé
ground for getting any extension in SCOD of the project or relaxation from quuidated
damages payable or any other consequences under the PPA/contract including
termination of PPA/contract. '

Process Monitoring of renewable projects after grant of Stage-ll Connectivity

Stage-ll Connectivity grantee shall furnish updated progress report of the
monitoring parameters on quarterly basis as per FORMAT-4 attached with this
procedure within 15 days of end of the quarter STU shall upioad the same on if's
website. Failure to update progress of the monitoring parameters shall be
considered as adverse progress and such cases, STU shall take appropriate
actions, with the approval of the Commission.

(A) Stage-ll Connectivity grantees shall require to complete the dedicated
transmission line(s) including require bays, bus-bar at transmission licensees sub-
station and generator pooling sub-station(s) etc. within timeline specified by the
State Commission in relevant Orders/ LOA/LOV PPA for projects, as applicable time
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10.3

104

{o time,

(B) If a grantee fails to complete the dedicated transmission line(s), including require
bays, bus-bar at transmission licensees sub-station and/or generator pooling
station(s) within the timeline stipulated under sub-Para Clause (A) above, Stage-l!
Connectivity shall be revoked and BG shall be encashed.

{C) The Stage-ll grantee shall commission at least 10% of the allotted capacity within
one month of charging of evacuation line, failing which; the Stage-Il grantee shall be
liable to pay long-term Transmission Charges for 10% of allotted capacity till such
10% of allotted capacity is commissioned. Balance 90% capacity shall be required
to be commissioned within two years failing which STU shall cancel the capacity
allotment to the extent of capacity not commissioned and the developer shall have
no claim on such capacity. Further, STU shall include such cancelled capacity in the
list of spare capacity for RE integration to be published on their website for
prospective consumers or as per the State Commission’s Order, if any.

The Stage-!l Connectivity grantee shall furnish certificate issued by Chief Electrical
Inspector (CEl) as per Regutation 43 of the CEA (Measures relating to Safety and
Electric Supply) Regulations, 2010, as amended from time to time, for the dedicated
transmission line(s) and generator pooling station(s) within 10 days cf receipt of the
same from CEI.

On a specific request of Stage-Il Connectivity grantee(s) and for the purpose of
optimal utilisation of transmission infrastructure, STU may, in consultation with the
Stage-ll Connectivity grantes(s) concerned, carry out rearrangement or shifting of
the Stage-ll Connectivity across different bay(s) of the same sub-station.

In such condition, the person/ Stage Il connectivity grantee shall be liable to pay all
expenditure/ cost for rearrangement or shifting of equipment/ bay etc.at GETCO/
Transmission Licensee sub-station. In such a case, the Stage [l connectivity
grantee shall not be eligible or claim that delay in achieving SCOD of the plant
agreed between the Stage 1l connectivity grantee (generator) and licensee to claim
for extension of SCOD, exemption from LD etc. It is also required to give an
undertaking that such event is not qualified as force majeure.

Procedure for grant of connectivity to projects based on renewable energy sources to
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| 2.9

10.5 STU may carry out verification of the progress reported by Stage-Il connectlwty
grantee. Such verification may include drone surveillance also.

11. Technical requirements for Dedicated Transmission Infrastructure

11.1 The developer shall follow the Regulations viz.:

(i)
(i)

(i)

(iv)
(v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

Central Electricity Authority (Technical Standards for Construction of Electrical
Plants and Electric Lines) Regulations, 2010 and the amendments thereof;
Central Electricity Authority (Measures relating to Safety and Electricity
Supply; Regulations, 2010 and the amendments thereof; |
Central Electricity Authority (Safety requirements for construction, operation
and maintenance of electrical plants and electric lines) Regulations 2011
and the amendments thereof,

CEA Manual on Transmission Planning Criteria, 2013 and any other
applicable regulations and the amendments thereof. -
Central Electricity Authority (Technical Standard for Connectivity to the Gl'ld)
2007 and amendments thereof.

Central Electricity Authority (Technical Standards for Communication
System in Power System Operation) Regulations, 2020 and amendments
thereof. ; _ ,
Gujarat Electricity Grid Code-2013 and amendments thereof from time to time.
Orders /Regulations issued by the State Commission for projects based on
Renewable Energy Sources and its amendments time to time.

GERC (Terms and Conditions of Intra-State Open Access) Regufations, 2011
and amendments thereof.

11.2 Additionally, the developer shall comply with the following with respect to Dedicated
Transmission Line and generator pooling station:
11.2.1 Dedicated Transniission Line (DTL):

(i) The Dedicated Transmission Line shall be of voltage class matching with
the Intra-State sub-station voltage at which it is to be connected after
allocation of bay.

(i) The power transfer capability (MW) of the Dedicated Transmission Line

~_from the generator pooling station of the renewable energy generating
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station to the Intra-State sub-station shall not be less than the quantum as
per this Procedure OR as specified by STU in the intimation for grant of
connectivity.

(iii} STU shall indicate the requirement of D/c or M/c towers near Intra-State
sub-station end including sharing of such towers, for optimization of space
[Right of Use (RoU). The developers of renewable energy generating
stations shall comply with the directions of STU in this regard.

(iv) Depending on the topology, STU may plan the Connectivity of renewable
energy generating stations through loop-in and loop-out (LILO) of the
Dedicated Transmission Line for injection of power as well as reliable grid
operation for Intra-State purpose.

11.2.2 Pooling Station of the renewable energy generating stations:

(i) The planned capacity of the generator pooling station shall be not less than
the capacity of the Dedicated Transmission Line required to be provided
as per the grant of Connectivity.

{ii) The Dedicated Transmission Line shall be terminated at the high voltage
side of the generator pooling station. The bus switching scheme should be
in line with the requirements specified in the CEA Manual on Transmission
Planning Criteria, 2013 as amended from time to time.

(iiiy The total capacity of the power transformers of the generator pooling
station and the rating of associated equipment like Circuit Breaker, Current
Transformer, Capacitive Voltage Transformer, bus duct etc. shall not be
less than the planned capacity of the generator pooling station in case the
entire power from the renewable energy generating station is being
aggregated at the lower voltage side of the generator pooling station.

(iv) Short circuit rating and line bay rating of the generator pooling station may
be finalized by project developer in consultation with STU, if required.

12. Application for Additional Quantum (Enhancement) of Stage-ll Connectivity
12.1 Stage-1l Connectivity grantee may apply for additional quantum of Stage-l|

Connectivity in its dedicated transmission line and associated bay. Such Stage-ll
Connectivity grantee shall also simultaneously apply for grant of corresponding

(30
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12.2

123

13.

13.1

13.2

Stage-| Connectivity, as required.

The application for enhancement shall be processed by STU as per the Procedure
for grant of Stage-ll Connectivity. '

STU shall consider the capacity of Dedicated Transmission Line and associated bay
while granting the enhancement of Stage-ll Connectivity.

Sharing of Connectivity Infrastructure and Dedicated Transmission line

The developer(s) of renewable energy generating station(s) shall develop the
Dedicated Transmission Line of power evacuation capacity as specified in Para 7.5
of this procedure irrespective of the quantum of Connectivity applied for. In case the
developer of renewable energy generating station is not able to fully utilize the
Dedicated Transmission Line and bay(s), it may share the same with other
developer(s) of renewable energy generating station(s) with a view to ensurihg
optimum utilization of the transmission system.

Stage-ll Connectivity grantee, while remaining the lead generator and performing its
responsibilities under the Grid Code and GERC Open Access Regulations and
Forecasting / Scheduling Regulation for RE, Notification No. 1 of 2019, may in the
interest of optimum utilisation of its bay(s) and Intra-State outlets, share the
balance capacity of the Dedicated Transmission Infrastructure over and above the
Connectivity granted with its wholly owned SPVs (Specigl Purpose Vehicles) or
other entities. In such condition, sharing of surplus capacity in the dedicated
transmission infrastructure is allowed by following the priority of Stage [
connectivity applications. |

A person/ applicant (One or More) who is a Stage-l Connectivity grantee or is
applying for Stage-l Connectivity and Stage-ll Connectivity simultaneously, may
apply for Stage-ll Connectivity at the bay already allocated to another Stage-lil
Connectivity grantee along with an agreement duly signed between the person/
applicant and the Stage-ll Connectivity grantee for sharing the Dedicated
Transmission Line. The Stage-ll Connectivity shall be granted to such person/
applicant subject to availability of capacity in the Dedicated Transmission Line.
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13.3 Any capital expenditure on the augmentation of the generator pooling station{s) of
the Connectivity grantee required for sharing the dedicated transmission
infrastructure shall be mutually agreed between the sharing parties. The Cornectivity
grantee shall provide adequate capacity in the generator pooling station for peak
power evacuation of the sharing entity(ies).

13.4 Operation and maintenance expenses as well as transmission losses from the
generator pooling station up to the Intra-State sub-station shall be shared in
proportion to the capacity of the renewable energy generating stations sharing the
transmission infrastructure.

14. Utilization of pooling station of Stage-ll Connectivity Grantee

14.1 The Stage-ll Connectivity grantee shall require update the status/ utilization of the
dedicated transmission infrastructure as per FORMAT-5 of this procedure by 3oth

day of June and 315! day of December of each year.

14.2 STU shall monitor the utilization of the dedicated transmission infrastructure. In case
STU finds that the dedicated transmission infrastructure remains under-utilized, it
may seek an explanation from Stage-ll Connectivity grantee. Such Stage-l)
Connectivity grantee shall explain the reasons through an affidavit duly signed by
its authorized representative within 30 days of issue of such notice. If STU is of the
view that the spare capacity is not being put to use without reasonable justification,
and it is resulting in denial of opportunity to other renewable energy generating
stations, the matter shall be brought to the notice of the Commission for directions
with regard to the utilization of the available spare capacity.

15. Coordination

15.1  STU shall coordinate with concerned agencies for development of the Intra-State
network for evacuation of power from renewable energy generating stations.

15.2 STU shall share the available capacity of the Intra-State sub-station for RE
integration on website.

[ 32
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16. Dispute Resolution Mechanism

16.1 AN differences and admitted disputes between the parties arising out of or in
connection with this Procedure shall be mutually discussed and amicably resolved
within 90 days.

16.2 In the event that the parties are unable to resolve any dispute, controversy or claim
relating to or arising under this Procedure, as stated above, the same shall be dealt
as per the provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003 and Hon’ble GERC shall adjudicate
such dispute u/s 86 of EA 2003 and if required may refer the same to arbitration.

hhkhkkAkRkhkhkkhhkrhdhhkhk bk dbbhdbhkhhbhhbhdhdhrhhhid
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FORMAT-1
{On Non Judicial Stamp paper Rs.300)

AFFIDAVIT

Connectivity application for Power evacuation to Gujarat Energy Transmission
Corporation Limited,

e e, working as ... N (name of the
Company).......cc.eceveee ,having its registered office at ..................c....... ......(address of the
company)........ , do solemnly affirm and say as follows:

| am the..... (Post)....... of ....{Name of the Company)... .....cccerrrvvrrurnnns , the representative

in the above matter and am duly authorized to file the above application and to make this
affidavit.

1 submit that M/s...... (name of the company}).............. is a registered company....... {Public
Ltd/Pwvt. Ltd./Partnership firm).......

I submit that ali the details given in the enclosed application for grant of Connectivity along
with necessary documents are true and correct and nothing material has been concealed
thereof.

{Signature)
Name of the Applicant

(To be duly attested by Notary)

Encl.:- FORMAT 2 for Stage | Connectivity and FORMAT 3 in case of Stage il Connectivity

Procedure for grant of connectivity to projects based on renewable energy sources to
intra-state transmission system
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13

Stage-l RE Connectivity Application

1 Name the Applicant

2 Address for Correspondence
3 Contact Details

Name of Contact Person
Designation

.Phone No.(Mobile)

E-Mail

4 Nature/purpose of the Connectivity
Captive/Third-party/PPA/any other

S Capacity (MW) for which
connectivity is required & type
of project

(Wind/Solar/Wind-solar hybrid/ hydel/

MSW elc.)

6 Name of 400/220/132/66 kV
GETCO/ Transmission
Licensee sub- station Where
connectivity is required

Name of GETCO/ Transmission Licensee-S/s:

Voltage level:
Nos. of ckt:

7 Location of the
Generating Station
Nearest Village / Town:
District:
State:
8 Details of Payment Done.
Amount in Rs;
Payment date:
Payment receipt/ e-transaction No.:

FORMAT-2

This is to cerlify that the above data submitted with the application are pertaining
to connection sought for grid connectivity for power evacuation. Further, any
additional data sought for processing the application shall be furnished.

Authorized Stgnatory of Applicant

intra-state transmission system
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FORMAT-3

Stage-ll RE Connectivity Application

Name of the Applicant:

Intimation No. of Grant of Stage-l Connectivity, if granted:
Address for Correspondence:

Contact Details

Name of Prirnary Contact Person:

Designation :

Phone No. {Landline) :

Phone No. {Mobile) :

Fax:

E-Mail :

Name of Alterate Contact Person:
Designation :

Phone No. (Landline):

Phone No. (Mobile) :

Fax .

E-Mail :
Criterion for applying Stage-ll Connectivity:

Eligibility as per Para 8.2.1 or 8.2.2
Date from which Stage-ll Connectivity is required:

Location of the Generating Projects/Park
Nearest Village / Town:

District :

State :

Latitude :

Longitude :

Planned Capacity of the Generating Project/Park (Stage wise) :
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9
10

11

12
(i)
(i)
(iii)
()
v}
(vi)

(vii)

Expected timeline of completion of Generating Project/Park (Stage Wise):
Details of the Generating Project/Park:

Location:

Name(s) of the Projeci/Park:

Energy Source:

Step-up Voltage at generator Pooling Station:

Details of Application Fee RTGS/NEFT/e-transaction (if applicable) :
Amount (in Rs.): RTGS/NEFT/e-Transaction No.:

Date:
Bank Name;

Branch Name:

Details of Documents Enclosed with the Application

Notarised Affidavit as per FORMAT-1

Copy of Authorisation by the Government, as applicable

Copy of Board Resolution authorising a person for filing of application, where
applicant is a company

Site(s) Identification

Conscrtium Agreement of Lead Generator as per FORMAT - 6 attached with this
Procedure, if applicable

Documentary evidence of eligibility for applying for Stage-il Connectivity

as per the Procedure

Financial comfort letter/ financial closure issued by Financial Institution with
supporting document, duly supported by Auditor’s certificate along with a notarlzed
undertaking as per Format -7 attached with this procedure, if applicable

§ confirm that | am well aware of the GERC Regulations and Detailed Procedure and all the
details entered by me are in conformity with the Regulations.

Submission Date: Name of the Authorised Signatory:

Submission Time;
Signature:

Company Stamp {(mandatory)
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FORMAT-4

STATUS REPORT BY THE RE PROJECT OF STAGE-Il CONNECTIVITY GRANTEE
(Status Report to be submitted on quarterly basis within 15 days of end of the quarter
with signature of authorized representative of entity along with copy of letter of
authorization)

Monitoring Parameters for Stage-ll Connectivity

SI.  [Monitoring Item Status#
No
1 Instaliation of Wind Masts, as TR R
applicable
2 |Location with GPS coordinates o .
of generator pooling station Status Rep‘orl with sllgnalure of.authonzed.
representative of entity along with copy of
3 Walkover Survey for lietter of authorization.
Dedicated Transmission Line
4 Resource Assessment Studies
5 Acquisition of Land for |Land Required (in acres):
generator pooling station Land Acquired (in acres):
6 Acquisiton of Land for |Land Required (in acres):
renewable generating station Land Acquired (in acres):
7 Details of Financial Closure Date of application:
Status of Financial closure:
Date of Financial Closure:
Date of release of funds:
8 Final Route Survey of |[Route Survey Report ta be submitted.
JDedicated Transmission Line

|58
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Renewable Generating station
of Stage-ll Connectivity
Grantee

9 Award and Details of |Date of Award of Tower Date of Award c'gf
Dedicated Transmission Line  [Conductor
No. of Foundations {Total/Completed) No. of
Tower Erections (TotalfCompIeted)
Stringing_(ckm) (Total/Completed) |
10 |Award and Details of (1) Planned capacity
Generator pooling station of ((ii) Voltages, MVA Capacity, No. & Rating of
Stage-il Connectivity Grantee  [Transformers
(ili) EHV Switchyard configuration, bay(s) and
status
(iv) Low Voltage switchgear configuration,
no. of sections, no. of bay(s) in each section
and status
11. [Tendering and Details of |Planned capacity

Details of contract/contract packages Date of
Award of EPC contract Progress of
generating station Expected date of

Commissioning
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FORMAT-5

Utitization and Sharing Status of Dedicated Transmission Infrastructure

1. Date of updating of the utilization status: DD/MM/YYYY
2. Date of Commissioning of DTL and generator pooling station: DD/MM/YYYY

Sl. |Description Status/Details Remarks
No.
1 Date of Commissioning of DTL and
generator pooling station
2 Voltage levels of the generator
pooling station
high voltage/flow voitage (kV/kV)
3 Planned Power evacuation capacity
of the generator pooling station
(MVA)
4 Commissioned Power evacuation
capacity of the generator pooling
station (MVA)
5 Details of the capacity in use |
User-1
User-2 ]
User-3 ]
User-n

Total Capacity Used
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FORMAT-6
Model Agreement between the Lead Generator and other generators seeking
inter-connection with Gujarat Intra- State transmission network at a single

connection point

Model Agreement

This Model Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the "Agreement”) has been

made effeciive at ....... (Place) ................ and is effective from this ........ day ot
............. 20....... i
BETWEEN:

M/S i {(Name of the company)............... , @ company registered
under the Companies Act, (..year..) having its registered office
Al (Address of the Company) ............. , (hereinafter referréd

as "Lead Generator") (which expression wherever the context appears shall unless
repugnant to the context meaning thereof} to, mean and include its successors in
business arid permitted assigns of the FIRST PART; '

AND

M/S e, {Name of the Company).........cccoevnn.. , a company
registered under the Companies Act, ( ...... year......) having its registered office at
(Address of the Company) ............. , (which expression shall, unless repugnant

to the context meaning thereof be deemed to, mean and include its successors in
business and permitted assigns) of the SECOND PART;

AND
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(b)

()

MIS (s (Name of the Company)} , a company registered under the

Companies Act, (........) having its registered office at (Address of the Company)
............ , (which expression shall, unless repugnant to the context meaning
thereof be deemed to, mean and include its successors in business and
permitted assigns) of the nth PART,

The parties referred to above shall individually be referred to as a "Party” and

collectively as "Parties”.

WHEREAS

(a) The Parties hereinafter  agree to develop more  than

ONE..eieiiirirninerreeeeeneas (Type of the Generating Station) ......... for the total
capacity of ............. {Capacityin MW} in

the State of Gujarat. (hereinafter referred to as 'Group of Projects’) and jointly
seek Connectivity and LTA, to inject electrical energy at ...........c......o. (Voltage
level in kV).......... level from the installed capacity of ... (Installed Capacity in
MW). of .....(Type of the Generating Plant) ................. , into

the 400/220/132/66 kV sub-station of the GETCO. The details of generating
stations are as under:

Name Type of generator _ Installed Capacity

As per the provisions of the Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms
and Conditions of Intra-State Open Access) Regulations, 2011, the Parties
collectively fall under the definition of an ‘Applicant’ and the "lead generator™ on
their behalf shall apply for Connectivity and LTA to the STU.

The Parties agree that in relation to the 'Group of Projects’ and for the purpose of
availing the connectivity and LTA with the Intra-State Transmission Systems
{InSTS) network for the requisite quantum, in line with the applicable Regulations,
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(f)

the 'Lead Generator' shall act on behalf of the Parties to undertake all operational
and commercial responsibilities for all the Parties connected at that point following
the provisions of the Gujarat Electricity Grid Code and all other regulations of the
Commission, related to Grid security, Scheduling and Dispatch, Collection and
payment or adjustment of Transmission charges, deviation charges, congestion
and other charges etc.

The Parties also agree to develop a common sub-transmission, transmission and
evacuation network in relation to the 'Group of Projects’ to be ultimately connected
to the STU grid sub-station in the InSTS network. |
The Parties also agree that they shall share all the expenditure that may be
incurred in developing the common network, infrastructure, any fee/charges tﬁat
may be involved in taking the connectivity/LTA and/or fulfilling any statutory or any
other requirement whatsoever may be experienced towards development of the
'‘Group of Projects'.{generators to decide the modalities of sharing the
expenditure).

The Parties also agree that once the 'Group of Projects' is in part/iull ready arid
operational, they shall co-operate and take all necessary steps in operating th'e
'Group of Projects’ and shall also share all the expenditure that may be mcurreti
towards operation of the ‘Group of Projects'.(generators to decide the modalities qf

sharing the expenditure).

NOW, THEREFORE in consideration of the premises and covenants hereinafter
set forth, the Parties hereby agree as follows:

(All terms and conditions of this agreement shalf be decided mutually between the
Lead Generator and other generalors in accordance with the Electricity Act, 2003
and Reguiations of the Commission as amended from time to time)

DEFINTION AND INTERPRETATION

A. Applicable law: means any Indian statute, law, regulation, ordinance, rule,
judgment, order, clearance, approval, directive, guideline, policy, requirement,
including Government Approvals, or determination by, or any interpretation or
administration of any of the foregoing by any statutory or regulatory authority
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in India and in each case as amended from time to time.

“Agreement” means this agreement and any Appendices or amendments
thereto which are agreed in writing between the Parties and made a part
hereof.

"Appendix” means any attachment or annexure to the Agreement which is
agreed in writing by all Parties and made a part hereof.

“Confidential Information" shall have the meaning ascribed to it in Clause 7 of
the Agreement.

Group of Projects” means the Group of Projects as defined in the first Recital
hereto.

"Insolvent” means, in relation to an entity.

(@) being insolvent or under administration:

(b) having a controller appointed by a tribunal or a court of competent
jurisdiction,acting within its jurisdiction;

{c) being in receivership and management, liguidation, in provisional
liquidation, under administration, wound up, subject (except to any internal
reconstruction or amalgamation ) to any arrangement, assignment or
composition; or

(d) being declared by a tribunal or any other competent court, acting within
its jurisdiction, to have become otherwise unable to pay its debts when they
fall due. )

"Party” means a party to the Agreement

“Term" shall have the meaning contained in clause 1.2 of the Agreement.

Interpretation

a.

The term "Clause” read in the Agreement shall refere to clause of the
Agreement, except where expressly stated otherwise.

[
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Words importing the singular shall include the plural and vice versa.

References to any statute or statutory provision or order or regulation made
there under shall include that statute, provision, order or regulation' as
amended, modified, re-enacted or replaced from time to time whether before
or after the date hereof. |
References to persons shall include bodies corporate, unincorporated
associations, partnerships and any organization or entity having Iegal
capacity;

Headings to clauses are for information only and shall not form part of the
operative provisions of this Agreement and shall not be taken into
consideration in its interpretation or construction;

References to recitals, clauses, or annexes are, unless the context otherwise
sequire, to recitals to, or clauses of or annexes to this Agreement;
References to the words “include” or including” shall be construed as beimg
suffixed by the words "without limitation™; '
Any reference to time shall be taken to be a reference to Indian Standard
Tirne;

Terms defined in the Appendix hereto shall have the meanings ascribed
thereto in the Appendix when used elsewhere in this Agreement;

Appendix to this Agreement form an integral part of this Agreement and will
be of full force and effect as if these were expressly set out in the body of this
Agreement; |
Any reference to any agreement, deed, instrument, license, code or other
document of any description shall be construed at the particular time, as a
reference to that agreement, deed, instrument, license, code or other
document as the same may then have been amended, varied,
supplemented, modified, suspended or novated,

The terms used but not defined herein shall have the same meaning as
assigned to them under the Agreement;

The terms "hereof, "herein", "hereby", “hereto" and derivative or similar
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1.1

1.2

2.1,

words refer to this entire agreement or specified clauses of this Agreement,
as the case may te;

Provisions including the word agree’, “agrees” or "agreement” require the
agreement to be recorded in writing;

No rule of construction applies to the disadvantage of one Party on the basis
that the Party put forward or drafted this Agreement or any provision in it;
Time is of the essence in the performance of the Agreement of the Parties'
respective obligations. If the time pesiod specified under this Agreement is
extended, such extended time shall atso form part of the Agreement;

Appointment and terms of Appointment

The Parties hereto have mutually agreed that M/s ......................(Name of
the Generator) shall be the "lead generator™ which shall act on behalf of
them and it shall undertake all operational and commercial responsibilities
for all the Parties seeking connection at a single connection point at the
pooling sub-station under the
... (Name of the transmission Licensee)............

Duration:

This Agreement shall be valid for a period of years from the date of execution
of this Agreement. The Parties hereto may extend the Term of the Agreement
upon mutually agreed terms and conditions.

Scope

The Parties hereby jointly agree to appoint M/s ...... (Name of Generator) the
lead generator on their behalf and pursuant thercto authorize M/s ... inits
capacity as a lead generator to act and further undertake on their behalf all
operational and commercial responsibilities in respect of seeking connection
at a single connection point at the................

StAation Of the oot e e {(Name
of Transmission
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2.2.

2.3.

2.4,

3.2,

Licensee), in the state of ........coccoceevvvevvncrirceeeeee.. {Name  of the State)
{hereinafter referred to as the Grid) for injection of power generated from an
installed capacity of (Capacity.......ccccoovvevariiiiicivercceiererceneeersrnneeeninn cecrenb)
MW) at any |
point of time into the Grid.

The Parties undertake to abide by the applicable law during the term of fhis
agreement. Subject to the applicable law, in the event any Party desires to
exit this Agreement, the other Parties shall continue to abide by the terims
and conditions of grant of Connectivity and LTA for the balance period of this
agreement. In the event the lead generawor desires to exit ihis Agreemeht,
then the other Parties shall with permission of the STU, nominate amongst
themselves any Party to be the Jlead generator’ to act on their behalf for all
operational and commercial responsibilities and other responsibilities és
detailed under this agreement. '

The parties agree that the party {one or more) which exits the Agreement
shall pay appropriate compensation for common infrastructure built in
proportionate to its share, the ......... |
It is hereby mutually agreed that the parties under this agreement shall be
bound by the details further elaborated in respect of the Scope of Work as set
outin Appendix 1.

Responsibilities of the Parties:

. The Parties shall abide by the Applicable Indian laws, regulations, statutory

provisions or norms laid down by the Government, Local or Municipal
Authorities, the Gujarat Electricity Grid Code and all other Regulations of the
Commission, such as Grid security, scheduling and dispatch, collection and
payment adjustment of transmission charges. Deviation charges, congestion

and other charges related to the connectivity and LTA for use of Intra-State

transmission system and/or associated facilities, through the ‘lead
generator”, who shall be the single point contact and the responsible entity
as per Gujarat Electricity Regulatory Commission (Terms and Conditions of
Intra-State Open Access) Regulations, 2011.

The Parties hereto shall carry out anyfall such activities which are ancillary
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4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

act

and or supplementary in order to give effect to the Scope of Work as stated
in Clause 2.

Joint management and Role of Lead Generator:

. A Management Committee, which comprises of the representatives of all

Parties herein shall be created, in order to review and decide upon all matters
of importance relating to the development of the ,Group of Projects’, Grant of
connectivity and the LTA.

The constitution, terms of reference, powers and Procedures of the
Management Committee shall be as set out in Appendix 2 (Joint
Management).

Decisions of the Management Committee shall be unanimous, except
wherever this Agreement expressly provides otherwise.

weveeee. (Name of Lead Generator) cu.i e icieecrcicniecinnne s shall
as

the Lead Generator, subject to the authority of the Management Committee.
The Meetings of the Management Committee shall be chaired by a
representative of the "Lead Generator".

4.5, All Parties shall give the Lead Generator their utmost support in carrying out

its functions as Lead Generator and, in particular, all documents and
information reasonably required by the Lead Generator for the submission
of the Grant of connectivity/LTA shall be made available to the Lead
Generator in the form and at the time required for the purposes of the Grant
of connectivity /LTA and the Group of Projects or as may be otherwise
reasonably requested by the Lead Generator.

Termination:
Following shall constitute as an event of default of a Party (Events of
Default): leading to termination of the agreement

(a) Either Party becomes bankrupt or insolvent or goes into liquidation has
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a receiver or administrator appointed against the defaulting party
compounds with his creditors or carries on business under a Rece:iver
Trustee or Manager for the benefit of his creditors or if any act is done
or event occurs which {under applicable laws) has a similar effect to };my
of these acts or events: '

{b) Either Party fails to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement, and does

not rectify the same within ninety (90) days of the receipt of a written
notice from the other Party/ies. !

(c) Any representations and warranties provided under this Agreement by

either of the Parties are found to be false misleading and incorrect.
5.2. Effect of Termination:

5.2.1. Upon occurrence of an £vent of Default, the non-defaulting Partyfies
shall terminate the Agreement after serving advance notice of 90 da'ys
(“‘Default Notice”) which shall specify in reasonable detail the
occurrence of an event of Default. |

5.2.2. After the issue of Default Notice, the defaulting Partyfies shall have
the opportunity to cure the default mentioned in the Default Nolic'Ie
before the expiry of the period of the Default Notice (to the extent the
default in question is capable of being cured). Upon cure of the default
to the satisfaction of the non-defaulting Party/ies, the Default Notice
shall be deemed to have been revoked by the non-defaulting
Partyfies. During the pendency of the Default Notice, the Parties shall
however continue to perform their obligations under this Agreement.

5.2.3. If the defaulting Partyfies fails to cure the default, pursuvant to Clause
5.2.2 above, the Agreement shall stand terminated at the end of the
period of 90 days (other than in case of payment default by the
Company, in which case ninety (90) day period shall be read as thirty
(30) days) commencing from the date of the Default Notice. Upon
termination of this Agreement, each Party shall pay to the other such
payments as are due and payable to such other Partylies pursuant to
the provisions of this Agreement.

5.3. Consequence of Termination:
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6.2.

7.2

On termination of this Agreement in accordance with the terms and
conditions herein provided, the rights and duties of the Parties / Party seeking
termination shall cease to exist.

The Parties' under this Agreement shall be in addition to and not in
derogation of any rights, powers, privileges or remedies provided by law.
Each Party shall be entitled to exercise concurrently any of the remedies
available whether under this Agreement or provided by Applicable Law.
Insurance:

. Each Party shall effect and maintain at its own risk and expense those

insurances required by the Group of Projects in respect of its Scope of Work
uiless the Group of Projects requires them and/or the Parties agree to effect
common insurance(s). In such case the Lead Generator shall effect and
maintain such common insurance(s} in the joint interest of the Parties. The
cost of effecting and maintaining such common insurance(s) shall be shared
by the Parties in proportion to their Capacity.

Each Party shall notify administer and bear any and ali costs of claims
against its own or any common insurers ir connection with its Scope of Work,
including but not limited to any excess or deductible or uninsured amounts
under the relevant policies.

Confidentiality:

Subject to Clause 8.2 of the Agreement, each of the Parties shall keep the
contents of the Agreement and all books, documents (whether electronic orin
hard copy} and information made available to that Party/ies for the purposes
of entering into this Agreement ("Confidential Information”) or in the course
of the performance of the Agreement confidential, and shall not disclose the
same {o any other person without the prior written consent of the other
Party/ies.

Clause 8.1 shall not apply in the following circumstances

(a)any disclosure is required by applicable laws or in respect of information
already in the public domain;
(b)any disclosure required by any applicable stock exchange listing rule: and
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7.3.

74.

8.2.

{c)disclosure to a lender of the Group of Projects, to the extent required
for the purposes of raising funds or maintaining compliance with cijedit
arrangement. '

In the event of a disclosure is required by applicabie law, upon reasonable
request by the non-disclosing Partyfies, the disclosing Party/ies shall usé all
reasonable efforts and co-operate with other Party'sfies’ efforts to obtain
confidential treatment of material so disclosed

The Parties shall exercise high degree of care and caution to preserve and
protect the other Party's/ies’ Confidential Information from disclosure in the
manner that they protect their own Confidential Information.

Confidential Information disclosed shall be and remain the property of the
disclosing Partyfies. The obligations of the Parties to protect Confidential
Information shall survive the termination of this Agreement.

Publicity:

. The Parties shall be permitted to disclose all relevant aspects of this

Agreement to their respective Nominees, investment bankers, lenders,
accountants, legal counsel, bona fide prospective investors. Lenders, |n
each case only where such persons or entities are under appropriate non-
disclosure Obligations imposed by professional ethics, law or otherwise, and
to stock exchanges and other statutory & legal authorities. The disclosing
Party shall take utmost care that by disclosing the information the olhel%
Party'sfies business interest are not adversely affected

It is agreed between the Parties that

{a) in the event either of the Parties is required to make any disclosure
regarding this Agreement or any aspects related thereto pursuant to the
provisions or requirements of law, then the Partyfies required to make
such disclosure shall provide a reasonable notice to the other Parties.
The Parties shall thereafter and prior to disclosing any such information,
mutually agree on the content of the information being disclosed.
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8.3.

10.

11.

(b) in the event either of the Parties is required to make any disclosure
regarding this Agreement or any aspects related thereto by way of
release of any statement or information to the media, whether electronic
or print form, the disclosing Party/ies shall seek the prior written approval
of the other Parties for such disclosure including on the content of such
disclosure,

However, the Partics agree that such consents required to be obtained

pursuant to this Clause 8 shall not be unreasonably delayed or withheld so

as to cause breach of the time period for such disclosure.

Notices:

Any notice or other communication to be given by one Party to the others
under, or in connection with the matters contemplated by, this Agreement
shall be in writing and shall be given by letter delivered by hand or registered
post to the address given and marked for the attention of the person as set
out in the body of the Agreement and may be inarked to the Parties as may
be from time to time designated by notice to the other.

Indemnity:

Each of the Parties hereto shalt indemnify and hoid the others, its
employees, officers, advisers and affiliates and any person controlling any
of them and each of its or their officers, directors, employees and agents
harmless from and against all third party actions, claims, damages,
proceeding, investigations, liabilities or judgments and all losses, damage,
costs, charges and expenses or whatever nature and in whatever jurisdiction,
and which arise from the Agreement, other than for any claims or losses to
the extent that are finally determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to
have resulted primarily from gross negligence or willful defauit of the other
Party/ies.

Dispute resolution:

The Parties hereto shall make all attempts to resolve all disputes and

[52
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12.

13.

14.

14.1

14.2

differences through mutual discussions/ negotiations whether relating to the
interpretation, meaning, validity, existence or breach of this Agreement or any
clause herein within a period of 1 month keeping in view the spirit of this
Agreement.

In the event the dispute or differences between the parties are not settled
mutually or fail to negotiate their differences, then the aggrieved Party shall
by giving a notice to the other Parties to refer the dispute or difference to a
Sole arbitrator to be appointed mutually by the Parties. The arbitration shall
be conducted according to the provisions of the Arbitration and Conciliation
Act, 1996 as amended from time to time are the place of arbitration shall be
..(Name of the Place) ...........

Jurisdiction and Governing Laws:

Subject to Clause 11, the Parties hereto irrevocably submit to the sole and
exclusive jurisdiction of the....... (Name of the Courts) This Agreement is
governed by the laws subsisting in India and any amendments thereto.
Assignment:

Neither of the Parties shall assign, outsource nor sub-contract this
Agreement in whole or any part or on thereof to any of their affiliates, group

companies or any third party without the written consent of the other Parties.

Misceilaneous:

The Agreement including any schedules and annexure attached hereto

shall, constitute the entire understanding of the Parties relating to the

subject matter hereof and shall supersede ail past correspondencel/letters

exchanged/ agreements executed between the Parties hereto.

Except as otherwise provided herein, this Agreement may not be varied/
amended except by agreement in writing to be signed by all Parties.
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14.3 The Parties agree that in performing their respective responsibilities
pursuant to this Agreement, they are independent contractors and their
personnel are not agents or employees of the other for any purpose
whatsoever, and are not entitled to each other's employees' benefits. Each
party is solely responsible for compensation of its personnel and for
payment of workmen's compensation, disability and other similar benefits,
unemployment and other similar insurance and for the withholding of other
taxes and social security. Nothing herein may be construed to create an
agency, joint venture; partnership or other relationship between the parties
other than independent contractors.

14.4 If any provision of this Agreement is declared inoperative, void or illegal by
a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions of the Agreement
shall not be affected and shall continue to operate in full force unless this
Agreement is thereby rendered impossible from perform.

14.5 |If either cf the Parties at any time fails to require strict compliance with any
term or condition hereunder, such failure will not constitute a waiver of such
term or condition or of any subsequent breach of that term or condition or
a waiver of any other term or condition. For the avoidance of doubt, each
Party'sfies’ rights under this agreement may be used asset each considers
appropriate, and apply in addition to any law. Each party loses its rights
only if it specifically waives them in writing.

146 All the terms and conditions which by its very nature, survive
termination/expiry of the Agreement, shall survive such termination/expiry.

14.7 This Agreement may be executed in two (2) parts each which shall be
deemed original and all of which shall be deemed one and the same
Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF THE Parties have caused this Agreement to be
executed on ....(Day).... of . ...(Month) , 20 by their duly authorised
representalives as a
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legally binding contract in 2 (two) original copies on the day and year first
written above, each Party receiving one original copy.

1. - For and on behalf of Lead Generator

Signature

Designation

2, For and on behalf of Company A

SIGNAIUFE: wisiinsisscaanssisssse
NaME: casmmimmsisssrrms e
Designation: ...............cccoeeivniiniinen.

For and on behalf of Company Z

Name:........cooevvvnini.
Designation ..............

Signature: .............c..ooceee il
Name: ....... il
Designation: ....................

Signature: ..o Signature: ..,
NaMEe: (oo Name: i
Designation: ...........cccccovviiviicencnnn Designation:.........................
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Appendix-1

Scope of Work:

A. Each Party would monetarily support/share the Lead Generator in
developing a common infrastructure of the group of generators and
dedicated transmission network from Park to Intra-State sub-station.

B. Each Party would monetarily support/share the Lead Generator in
developing a common infrastructure which may be required at the intra-State
sub-station like bay equipment etc.

C. Each Party would monetarily support/share the Lead Generator in bearing
the expenditure which may be incurred in day to day O&M of the common
infrastructure for group of generators, dedicated transmission network and
network/equipment in Intra- State sub-station.

D. Each Party would monetarily support/share through the Lead Generator any
charges which may be incurred as transmission charges/losses in money
terms or kind as the matter may be from time to time.

E. Each Party authorize the Lead Generator to approach the STU for availing
connectivity and LTA for the group of generators as a whole and shall share
any expenses which may be incurred in such process.

F. Each Party authorize the Lead Generator to represent them at any
governmental/statuary and/or any other authority in respect of any matter
whatsoever may be required in relation to development of above group of
generators.
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JOINT MANAGEMENT

1. Management Committee
1.1. The Management Committee shall review and decide upon all

important matters relating to the Grant of connectivity /LTA and the

Group of Projects (other than matters falling solely within the Scope

of Work of one Party and not affecting the interests of any other

Party), in particular:

1.1.1. establish the Grant of connectivity and LTA format, coordinate
the preparation of the technical and commercial content of the
Grant of connectivity by the Parties and collate the Grant of
connectivity for submission to the STU and negotiation in
relations to the Group of Projects and any proposed Variation,
supplement or amendment thereto;

1.1.2. any proposed revision of the Grant of connectivity /LTA or
Group of Projects price(s);

1.1.3. any proposed modification, reduction or extension of the Group
of Projects schedule and, at the request of a Party, any work
schedule previously agreed between the Parties;

114, any proposed reallocation of supplies, services or
responsibilities among the Parties;

1.1.5. any proposed revision of the Proportionate Shares of the Parties;

1.1.6. any proposed addition of another party to or expulsion of an

) existing Party from this Agreement;
1.1.7. any other important matter raised by any of the Parties.

1.2. Each Party shall appoint a representative who shall be an officer or
director of that Party and an alternate by notice in writing within (1)
(one) week of the date of this Agreement. Each Party may revoke the
appointment of and replace its representative and alternate by notice
in writing to the Management Committee,

1.3. Meetings of the Management Committee shall be convened by the
tead Generator at least (4) (four) times a year and, should
circumstances so require, at any other time at the request of a Party,
stating the circumstances, by giving (2) (two) weeks' notice in writing
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1.4.

1.5.

1.6.

1.7.

or such lesser period of notice as the circumstances may reasonably
demand.

Each representative, or alternate in the absence of the representative,
shall be deemed to have the authority to represent the Party
appointing him or her in respect of all matters concerning the
Management Committee.

Meetings of the Management Committee shall normally be held at the
Lead Generator's offices or otherwise as mutually agreed. In cases of
particular urgency, decisions may also be reached by telephone,
corresponrdence, telex, email or facsimile. All decisions arrived at by
telephone or facsimile shall be promptly confirmed in writing to every
representative on the Management Committee by the Lead
Generator's representative.

All decisions of the Management Committee must be unanimous save
as except where it has been expressly stated in this Agreement.
Should a meeting of the Management Commitiee fail to achieve
unanimity on a proposal, a decision on that proposal shall be adjourn
In the event that the Parties are unable to arrive at an unanimous
decision or on a modified proposal within 5 (five) working days of the
original meeting and if a continued failure to resolve the issue would
put the due performance of the Group of Projects materially at risk or
in case of emergency, the Chairperson of the Management
Committee shall be and hereby is émpowered to take a decision to
safeguard the common interest of the Parties and shall report such
decision immediately to the other Parties. Such decision shali be duly
implemented by the Parties without delay and without prejudice to the
provisions of Clause 11 (Dispute - Resolution).if any Party fails to
cause its representative or alternate to attend at a duly convened
meeting of the Management Committee the meeting shall be
adjourned for 2 {two) working days and the Parties shall immediately
be notified by telex or facsimile of such adjournment. If the non-
attending Party fails to cause its representative or alternate to attend
the resumed meeting other than as a result of causes beyond the
control of that Party, then unanimous decisions taken by those
present at such meeting shall constitute a valid decision of the

e Y
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1.8.

1.9.

1.10.

1.11.

Management Committee.

The representative (or alternate in the absence of the representative)
appointed by the Lead Generator shall chair all meetings of the
Management Commitiee.

The representative of the Lead Generator shall distribute minutes of
each meeting of the Management Committee to each Party without
delay. The minutes shall be deemed to have been accepted by the
other Parties unless comments are made in writing within ten (10)
working days of their distribution.

If any Party is in default under Clause 5 (Termination) then
notwithstanding any other provision in this Agreement or its
Appendices, such defaulting Party shall not be entitled to take part in
any approval, action, step or proceedings with respect to the
Agreement and the representatve or alternate of such defaulting
Party shall have no right to participate in the voting at any meetings
of the Management Committee and any decisions or actions to be
taken by the Management Committee in its absence shall be deemed
a decision or action of the Parties.

The costs incurred by each Party in respect of its representative or
alternate in the functioning of the Management Committee shall be
borne by such Party and shall not be a cost chargeable to the other
Parties.
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FORMAT-7
Ownership or registered lease agreement or registered sale agreement of the land
recuired for the capacity of Stage-ll Connectivity:

Towards compliance of above, the applicants shall be required to submit the following
documents:

i. Land related documents;
a} An Undertaking on company letterhead, clearly indicating total land required for the
praject and the land acquired (Ownership or lease rights), signed by authorized
signatory under company seal. The undertaking will also include declaration that

the subject land has not been/will not be used for any other project/purpose.

b} ‘Title report’ in the applicant’s favour executed by a registered advocate holding
inter alia clear and present vesting of land rights (ownership or lease rights).

c) Registered documents regarding land rights in the applicant’'s favour. The
documents, if not in English or Gujarati language, shall be furnished along with its

English or Gujarati translation from authorized translators.

d) Board Resolution along with letter of authorization, if any, specifying the authorized
signatories on behalf of applicant's company.

ii.  Financial closure of the project {(with copy of sanction letter):

Towards compliance of above, the applicants shall be required to submit the following
documents:

a) Declaration/Undertaking:

An Undertaking on company letterhead signed by authorized signatory under company
seal providing the following particulars:

Total project cost:

Amount of loan from financial institution {if any):

[0

Page 45 of 47
Procedure for grant of connectivity to projects based on renewable energy

sources to intra-state transmission system



6\

Amount of equity/funding from applicant company (if any):
Amount of equity/funding from parent compary (If any):

b) Board Resolution along with letter of authorization, if any, specifying the authorized
signatories on behalf of applicant's company.

In support of the particulars so provided under clause (a) above, the Applicant shall be
required to provide the following documents:

i). In case of loan from financiat institution:

Sanction |ztter from the loan issuing entity(ies)

And

Acceptance letter from the applicant company towards sanction of loan.

ii). In case of equity /funding from applicant’s company

An Undertaking/declaration on company letternead signed by authorized signatory under
company seal towards the amount to be funded by the applicant company clearly
mentioning the name of the project.

iii). In case of equity/Funding from Parent company:

Board Resolution of Parent Company towards the amount to be funded by the parem
company clearly mentioning the name of the applicant company and the project.

OR

Release of at least 10% of the project cost including the land acquisition cost through
equity, duly supported by Auditor's certificate:

Towards compliance of above, the applicants shall be required to submit the following
documents:
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a) An Undertaking on company letterhead signed by authorized signatory under
company seal mentioning total project cost and total amount released.

b) Auditor's Certificate w.r.t. release of 10% of the project cost.

¢) Board Resolution along with letter of authorization, if any, specifying the authorized
signatories on behalf of applicant's company.
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Subj: Removal of difficulty in the development of the Wind Solar Hybrid Power Projects in the state of
Gujarat under Open Access under the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 and GERC RE
- Regulations 2024. — Reg,

Ref: 1."Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023" vide G.R. No. REN/e-file/20/ 2023/ 0476/B1 dated

. 04.10.2023,

2. GEDA Executive Procedure / guideline for implementation of Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy
2023 vide letter no. EPCD/0152/12/2023 dated 14/12/2023,

Respected Madam,

Through this letter we wish to present to you the difficulty the consumers and developers are facing in
the setting of Renewable Energy Power Projects in the state of Gujarat on account of conflicting
provisions for the permissions and agreement between policy and the regulations. We would also like
to discuss and present the relevant provisions of the Electricity Act — 2003 which 'may be adopted by
the EPD in the executing procedure / guideline for the implementation of Gujarat Renewable Energy
Policy 2003 to remove the ditficulty on account of the confiicting provisions of the policy and the
regulations so that both of them can be honoured.

Before making submissions on the provisions the undersigned would 'ike to produce some merits:

1. The Energy and Petrochemical Department and Honorable GERC showed their concerned on two
. key matters viz. i) Cornering of Capacities and i) Trading of Capacities by non-serious developers.

2. To overcome the same the Hon'ble GERC made some reforms in the grant of connectivity
regulations introducing some stringent conditions like increasing of application fee, performance
bank guarantee and requirement of minimum 50% of the land in possession for the grant of stage-
Il connectivity along with milestone based achievements to retain the connectivity so that serious
and desirous applicants and developers can only secure connectivity.

Indian Wind Power Association Phone @ 044 4550 4036
National Councit Fax : 044 4550 4281
Door No. E, 67 Floor, Tawer -1, Shakli Towers, No. 766, Aona Salai, Chennai 600 002 E-mail : iwpahg@windpro.org

Regional Council : New Dethi
Stale Councils  : Ahmedabad, Bengatury, Hyderabad, Saipur, Mumbai

-

Website

secretary.general@windpro.org
www.windpro.org

s!&ﬁ-m e S -l A 5 i S e ST



With the same only financially sound, desirous, meritorious and serious developers approached
and secured the connectivity due to which the allocation vs. achievement percentage increased
significantly in a time bound manner.

Concept of Developers and Transfer Permissions:
The Energy and Petrochemical Department introduced the concept of Developer and Transfer
Permissions for:

i.  Optimum utilization of resources of Utilities.
ii. Achieving of Economies of scale by joint development.
ili, Ease of doing business.

It is submitted that Iif the provision of the developer and transferee is removed every consumer /
project has to apply for individual connectivity and leading to either under utilization of the
capacity of each bay available at substation and / or have n-number of separate transmission lines
gaing in the state which has its own technical difficulties and nuisance to the soci ety and entire
econ-system,

Under the Developer and Transfer Provisions the "Generati ng Company“under the provision of the
Electricity Act applies and secures connectivity which is defined as “any company or body
corporate or association or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, or artificial juridical
person, which owns or operates or maintains a generating siation,

Further, the "Generating Stations” as per the provisions of Electricity Act which is defined as: “a ny
statian for generating electricity, including any building and plant with step-up transfarmer....."
apply for the transfer permission for the purpose of grant of Open Actess and Wheeling and
Banking of Power.

The Electricity Act 2003 further states that:

Any generating company may estabfish, operate and maintain a generating station without
obtaining a licence under the Electricity Act if it complies with the technical standards relating to
connectivity withthe grid referred to in clause {b) of section 73.

Further in the existing provisions such “generating stations* were provided with the transfer
permissions and were cafled as “transferee”, to enable respective consumers to enter into
STOA/MTOA/LTOA and Wheeling and Banking Agreements with utilities.

In line with the provision- of the Electricity Act and the EPD guidelines the role of the Generating
Company remains as: "to establish or operate or maintain the generating station, tie-line, sub-
stations and dedicated transmission lines connected herewith in accordance with the provisions of
the Electricity Act or the rules or regulations.
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10. Thus, a “Generoting Statien” within the “Generating Company” (s the entity which can enter into
LTOA and WBA unless the generating company itself is the gensrating station where as per
existing provislons no transfer permissicn was required.

11. Thus, itis subinitted that even if the hon’ble GERC in their tariff order has stated that:

“It is olso necessary to ensure that the physical connectivity of Solar-Wind and Storage, if any,
Hybrid Power Project with grid is granted to the same person/generating company in whose
name the connectivity is approved / sanctioned and also the transm.ission and/or wheeling

oagreement is signed with the same person/generating company as @ porty to the agreement

in whose name the connectivity is granted”

12. since the electricity act categorically provides that:

i. A generating company, can have multiple generating stations which may be owned or
operated or maintained by the generating company.

ii. A generating station may not require any separate license to operate.

iti. The supply of electricity from the captive generating plant through the grid shal! be regulated
in the same manner as the generating station of a generating company.

In lieu of the same it is humbly submitted that;

In continuation with the provision of the GERC Tariff order a generating station within the generating
company may also be allowed to be treated as separate entity and sign the LTOA and WBA with their
respective consumers, Pravided that the generating station is established or operated or maintained by
the said generating company which has secured the principal connectivity without the need of any
transfer of the connectivity.

We are hopeful that you will find merits in the same and in the lager interest of the growth of the
sector, industries and public at large we are hopeful that your good office on behalf of Governmert of
Gujarat will provide following provisions.

Thanking You,

For Indian Wind Power Association (IWPA)

—

President-Gujarat Council
{Manoj Mishra)
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Reference: DISPA/EPD/RE/2023-24/001 - ¢ efet iy Date=:izago4;2024
b afEaay, wddany |
To, d
Principal Secretary, 2 1 o e
Energy & Petrochemicals Department, , § 8 OARR R
Block No. 5, 5th Floor, _
Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar. .
‘ B3 - 2R63 ]

Subj: Removal of difficulty in the development of the Wind Sclar Hy.brid._eq@et Projects in the
state of Gujarat under Open Access under the Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 and
GERC RE Regulations 2024. - Reg.

Ref:

1. “"Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023 vide G.R. No. REN/2-file/20/ 2023/ 0476/81 dated
04.10 2023.

2. GEDA Executive Pracedure / guideline for implementation of Gujarat Renewable Energy
Policy 2023 vide letter no. EPCD/0152/12/2023 dated 14/12/2023.

Respected Madam,

Through this letier we wish to present to you the difficulty the consumers and developers are
facing in the setting of Renewable Energy Power Projects in the state of Gujarat an account of
conflicting provisions for the permissions and agreement between policy and the regulations. We
would alsa tike to discuss and present the relevant provisions of the Electricity Act - 2003 which
may be adopted by the EPD in the executing procedure / guideiine for the implementation of
Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2003 to remove the difficuity on account of the conflicting
provisions of the policy and the regulations so that both of them ¢an be honoured.

Before making submissions on the provisions the undersigned would like to produce some
merits:

1. The Energy and Petrochemical Department and Honourable GERC shewed their concerned
on two key matters viz. i} Carnering of Capacities and ii) Trading of Capacities by non-serious
developers.

2. Toovercome the same the hon'ble GERC made some reforms in the grant of connectivity
regulations introducing some stringent conditions like increasing of application fee,
performance bank guaraniee and requirement of minimum 50% of the land in possession
for the grant of stage-1l connectivity along with milestone based achievements to retain the
connectivity so that serious and desirous applicants and developers can only secure
conneclivity.

3. With the same only financially sound, desirous, meritorious and serious developers
approached and secured the connectivity due to which the allocation vs. achievement
percentage increased significantly in a time bound manner.

Registered Office; A-57, DDA Sheds, Okhla [ndustrial, Phese-T5. New Delhi-110020;
Phone: +91-0957581642, Email: contzct@dspa.co.in
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10.

11.

Concept of Developers and Transter Peroissions:
Tha Energy and Petrachemical Department introduced the conceptl of Developer and
Transfer Permissions for:

i. Optimum utilization cf resources of Utilities.
ii. Achieving of Economies of scale by joint development.
iii. Case of doing business.

It is submitted that if the provision of the developer and transferee is removed every
consumer / project has to apply for individual connectivity and leading to either under
utilization of the capacity of each bay available at substation and / or have n-number of
separate transmission lines gaing in the state which has its own technical difficulties and
nuisance to the society and entire eco-system,

It the Transter Parmissions are prohibited, only very large industries with significantly high
power consumption will only be benefited or be eligible to avail renewable energy for their
growth and comparatively smaller industries will remain deprived from the same which will
be a discrimination to them.

Further, it is the need of the hour that every size of industrial and commercial consumer in
the sector gets a fair and equal chance for their bit of sustainability ccmpliance for their
growth which will ultimately lead to the socic-economic development and growth of the
society, the state and the entire nation at large.

Under the Developerand Transfer Provisions the "Generating Company” under the provision
of the Electricity Act applies and secures connectivity which is defined as “any company or
body corporaie or association ar body of individuals, whether incorporated of not, or
artificial juridical person, which owns or operates or maintains & generating station,

Further, the “Generating Stations" as per the provisions of Electricity Act which is defined
as: “any station for generating electricity, including any building and plant with step-up
transformmer......" apply for the transfer permission for the purpose of grant of Open Access
and Wheeling and Banking of Power.

The Electricity Act 2003 further states that:

Any generating company may establish, operate and maintain a generating station without
obtaining a license under the Electricity Act if it complies with the technical standards
relating to conneclivity with the grid referred to in clause (b) of section 73.

Ferther in the existing provisions such “generating stations” were provided with the transfer
permissions and were called as “transferee”, to enable respective consumers to enter into
STOA/MTOA/LTOA and Wheeling and Banking Agreements with utilities.

In ine with the provisions of the Electricity Act and the EPD guidelines the role of the
Generating Company remains as: “to estaplish or operate or maintain the generating
station, tie-line, sub-stations and dedicated transmission lines connected herewith in
accordance with the provisions of the Electricity Act or the rules or regulations.

Registered Office; A-57. DDA Sheds, Okhla Industrial, Phase-IT, New Delhi-110020;
Phong; +91-5557581642 Emai: contactddspa.coan
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12. Thus, a “Generating Station” within the “Generating Company™ is the enfity which can enter
into LTOA and WBA unless the generating company itself is the generating station where as
per existing provisions no transfer permission was required.

13. Thus, it is submitted that even if the horn'ble GERC in their tariff order has stated that:

“It is also necessary to ensure that the physical connectivity of Sotar-Wind
and Storage. if any, Hybrid Power Project with grid is granted to the same
person/generating company in whose name the connectivity is approved /
sanctioned and also the transmission ano/or wheeling agreement (s signed
with the same person/gengraling company as.a parly_te.the agreement in
whose name the connectivity is granted"

14. fince the electricity act categorically provides that:

i. A generating company can have multiple generating stations which may be owned of
operated or maintained by the generating company.

ii. A generating station may not require any separate license to operate.

iii. The supply of electicity from the captive generating plant through the grid shall be
regulated in the same manner as the generating stationof a generating company.

In lieu of the same it is humbly submitted that:

In continuation with the provision of the GERC Tariff order a generating staticn within the
generating company may also be allowed to be treated as separate entity and sign the LTOA and .
WBA with their respective consumers. Provided that the generating station is cstablished or

operated or maintained by the said generating company which has secured the principle

connectivity without the need of any transfer of the connectivity.

We are hopeful that you will find merits in the same and in the lager interest of the growth of the
sector, industries and public at large we are hopeful that your good cfiice on behalf of
Government of Gujarat will provide {ollowing provisions.

Thanking yau
For Distributed Solar Power Association

-

Vidisha Dubey Srivastava
General Manager
Ph:727200615824

Email: contact@dispa.co.in

Registered Office; A-57, DDA Sheds, Okhla Industrial, Phase-11, New Delhi-110020;
Phope; +91-9987581642, Email: contact@dspa.zo.in
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Gujarat Renewable Energy Policy 2023] GERC Order 1 of 2024 declared on |

announced 04/10/2023.

Point of 5 (11) the definition of “Project
Developer / RE Project Developer”

 shall

29/02/2024.
Clause no. 3.10 (C) of the GERC ordcer

Project Developer / RE Project Developer”
mean an entity that makes
investment for setting up solar or wind or
wind-solar hybrid power project for the
purpose of generation of electricity.
Provided further that in case of wind
Power Projects and also Wind-Solar
Hybrid Power Projects wherein the
development of project is being
undertaken by an entity with requisite
infrastructure in terms of land, internal
roads, pooling sub-station, dedicated
transmission line upto grid substation
etc. and thereafter the project is
transferred by such entity to another
entity(ies), the RE profect developer in

| such cases for the period upto transfer
| of project, shall mean the transferor

entity and after the transfer of project
shall mean the transferee entity who

| owns and operates the profect for end

use of energy genercted from such
project or part(s) thereof.
Commissioning of projects connected with
the State Grid will be undertaken on
execution of Wheeling Agreement / Power

Purchase Agreement with DISCOM or |

consumer(s).”

i
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
]

it is also necessary to ensure that the physical

connectivity of Solar-Wind and Storage, if
any, Hybrid Power Project with grid is
granted to the same person/generating
company in whose name the connectivity is
approved / sanctioned and also the
transmission and/or wheeling agreement
is signed with the same person/generating
company as a party to the agreement in
whose name the connectivity is granted.
The commissioning of the project shall be
allowed by GEDA, DISCOMs and/or GETCO
representative by verifying that such RE
generators has complied with the provisionsof
CEA's Connectivity Standard Regulations and |
obtained ALMM certificate, if applicable and it |
shall be recorded in Commissioning Certificate |
during the inspection and commissioning
activities. '
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MINISTRY OF LA W AND SUSTICE

{Legisiative Departnien i}
New Dl the dad g 2003 verinthy 12, 1925(8aka)

The followhig Act of Parliznient received the assent ot the P
2003, apg iy hereby puslished for general informnation —

THE ELECTRICITY ACT, 2003
[No. 36 o 2003}

residin an the 261k May,

1262 Ay, 2003]
An Actto consolidate the lawy relating (o senerat ion, transmission, distribution,
trcding and use ol wlectricity and generally for wking measures conducive to
development ol electricity mclustry, Promoting competition therein, proiecting
interest of consumiers and supply of clecir ety ta all areas, ra inmzlisation of
electicity ), ensunng Gansparent palicies regarding subsiddies, promiation of
ellicient and ensironmentatly bettign podicics, Lonstitubion of Cenipd Ekiricity
Authority, Rezulatory Commissions and establishinent ol Appellate Y nibunal
and for matters connected therewith or incident! thersto.

L&

THE ELECTRICITY ACT. 2003

INo, 36 OF 2003

An Act 1o consolidate the laws relating to generation, fransmission, distribution,
trading and use of elecrricine: and generally for raking mcamr:*.\‘_cmrdm’h'e o
development  of electriciry industry, promoting competition r!rerf-m, proteciing
interest of conswmers and supply of electricity to all areas, rlrmonai.-m.':l(m u:‘—
cleetricine toriff, ensuring transparent policies reearding subsidies. ,"r'('."rrr:.'rolr: o
cfiiceent lmd - ronmentally Benign policies constinution of Central Ue:‘_rr.'r‘r{\'
.rﬂr:hm'u\'. Residatory Comunisviony and - estabiichment of Appellare Tribunal




commencement of 1his Act, under sub-section 1) of section 3 of the
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1948,

(%3 ~Captive generating plant” means a power plant s21 op by any person
to generate slectrivity primarily Tor his owi use and includes a power
plang s2t up by any co-operative sociely or assaciation of persons for
genening elecuicity primarily for use of members of such eo-
operilive sociely or isaciation.

(%) "Centisd Commission” meums the Ceninii Eleciricily Regulatory
Comsiission referred 1o in sub-section (1 of section 76

(10 "Cental Transmission Utikiy™ means sny Governmenl company
which the Central Government may nolity under sub-section (1) of
section 38;

(113 Chadiperson”™ mgtns the Chaieperson of the Authorit, ur Appropriste
Commission or the Appellate Tribunal as the cise may be;

(121 “Cogeneration™ mweans 3 process which simultaneously produces two
or morz forms of useful energy Gincluding elecuriciny):

(13) “company” means a company formied and registered under the
Companies Aci, 1936 and includes any body corparate under a Central,
State or Provincial Act;

(LT “conservation” mens any redaction in constumption of eiectrivity as a
result of incredse inthe efficiency in supply and use of efectricity;

(15) "consumer” means any parson who o sopplied with electricity for his
awn use by a licensee or the Govermment or by any other person
engaged in (he busipess of supplying electricity to the public under
this Actor any other law for the lime heing in force and includes any
persen whase premises are for the time being connected for the
purpose of reveiving electrivity with the works of a licensee. the
Governmeni ir spch ather persan, as the case may he;

ot 7 Dedicated Transimissicn Lines ™ wiesns any electoic supply line for
POIH 0 point transmission which are required for the purpose of
connecting electric lines or electric plants of a caplive generating plant
referred 10 in s2ction 9 o generating swtion referred to in section 10 10
any transmission lines or sub-stations o generating stations or the load
centre, as the case may be;

117 “disribution licensee™ means o licenses authorised to opersite and
maintain o disiribution system for supplying electricity to the
cofsuaers i b area of supply:

t18) "disuibuting main® means the podion of any main with which a
service line is, or is intended 10 be, immnediately connecied:

t19 “distribution  system” means the system of wires and associated
tacilities between the delivery points on the transmission lines or the
genenting station connection  and the paint of connection 1o the
installation of the conwwmer-:

e 20 “electriv line” micans iny line which is used Yor corrying electricity lor
any purpose and includes

ta} any support for any such line, that is to say, any struciure, tower,
pol2 or other (hing in. 0a, by or from which any such fine is, or
may be, supporied. carried or suspended; and

| of 1956
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I of 1936

by any apparatus connected o any such line for the purpose of
canrving electricity;

1211 "Elecirical Inspector” means g person appoimted as such by the
Appropriate Governmem uader sub-section (1) of xection 162 and also
mcludes Chiet Elecirical Inspecior:

£22) “electeical plant” means any plans, eguipment, apptatus or applianee or
any pant thereof used for, or codnecied with, the generation.
transmission, distribution or supply of elecuicnty but does not include-

(a) an electric line; o

{b) 3 meter used for axcertuining the yuandity of electricity supplied (o
A0y Iremises: aw

wioaneleangal equipment, apparats or appacce under the control
OF 5 CONXUIMET:

121 “electricity” means elecincal energy-
{a) geneeated, transmiti :d, supplied or iraded for any purpose: o
ib) used for any purpose excepl the transmission of a message;

124) "Elecrricity Supply Caode” means the Elecirivity Supply Code specified
under section 50;

{23) "electricity systemr” means 4 systern under the control of a penerating
sompany or licensee, ds ihe case tnay be, having one or more -

(a) generating stations; or
ith}  transmission lines; or
el elecrric lines and sub-stations;

and when used in fhe contest of a Ste ur the Union. the entire
electricity system within he territories thereof

1261 “electricity tnder” means 4 person who has been granted a liceare o
undertake widing in electricity under section 12;

(27 “franchisee means a persons awhorised by a diswribution licensze o
distributz  electricity on its behalf in o particular area within his area
of supply:

(28) "generating company” means any  company or hody corporate or
association or body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, or
artificial juridical persan, which owns or operates or maincins 2
generating starion:

{293 “generate” means to produce elecificity from a generating station for
the pumpose of giving supply 10 any premises or enabling a supply to
be o given:

(30) "penerating stanion” or “skation” means any stajon  for generating
electricity, including any building and plant with step-up wansformer,
switch  yard, switch-gear. cablzs or other appurenant equipment, if
any used lor that purpose and the site thereaf., a site intended to be used
for a generating station, and any building used for housing the
operbine <afl of a ceneraring station. and where electricity is

4




operatng  siaff of o generwting stavop, and where  electricity i
generated by water-power includes penstocks, head and tail works,
muin and regulating reservoies, dams and other bydraulic works, b
does ot an iy case include any subestativn;

Gl Governmenn compamy™ <hall hive the meanng assigned to it in
sectaon 687 of the Companies Avt, 1936

132 gral” means the lugh voluige hackbone system of inter-connected
transaitssion lines. sub-stations and generaing plans,

L33) "G Code™ means the Grid Code speaified by the Central Commission
under clause (hY of sub-stition (11 of section 79;

134) "Grid Standards” means the Grid Standards specified under clause (d)
of section 73 by the Authority;

135} “high voltage line” means  an electric line or cable of a nominal
voltage as may be specificd by the Awthority from lime to time;

(3617 intes -Srate transmission system™ includes -

1ty any system for the conveyance uf electricity by means of main
transanission lige from the tenitory of gne State Lo wnother Siate:

tiit the cmveyance ol electricily ioross Ihe territory of an interveping
State as well ax conveyunce within the Sute which is incidental to
such inter-State transmission of electavity:

iii) the iransmission of electricity within the territory of 3 State on 1
system built, owned. operated, meintained or controdled by Cenural
Trimsmission Urility.

37) Tintra -Siate transmission  system” means any  system fur
tramsmission of electricity  other than an imer-State trapsmission
syslem ;

(38)  *licence” means a licence granied under section 14;

{39~ licensee " means  a person who has been granted a licence under
section 14,

401 ™ line™ meuns any wire, cable, whe | pipe, insulator, conductor or
wher simtifur thing  jincluding its ¢ising or coating) which s
designed or adupred for use in carviag elzctricity and includes any
line which surrounds ar suppots, or is suerounded or supported by
v is imstalled in Close proxouity Geoar iy supposted, cairied or
suspended inesaciation with, any such lise;

411 “local autheriy™ means any Nagar Panchayat, Municipal Council.
municipal  corporation,  panchayat  constituted at the village,
intermediate and district levels, body or port commissioners or other
authority legally entitfed 1o, or entrusted by the Union or any State
Government with, the cuntrol or management of any ares or bocal
fund;

42} “main” meuns any electric supply-'"

or is intended 10 be, supplied :

line through which eleciricity is.

143} "Member” means the Member of the Appropriate Commission or
Authority or Joint Commission. or the Appellate Tribunal, as the case

n
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may be, and includes the Chairperson of such Commission o
Authorily or appellate tribunal:

(441 "National Electricity Plan” means the Natiosnal Electricity Plan noified
under sub-section {4) of seclion 3;

1451 Nutional Load DCSPG‘IICI'I Centre” means the Centre established under
suhsection (1) of section 26: ’

146) "notification™ means notification puhlished in the Official Gazette and
the expression “notify™ shall be construed accordingly:

1473 “open access” means the non-diseriminatory. provision for the use of

©otmnsmission lines or distribution system o asseciated faciliies with

" sueh lines or systemy by any licensee or consumer or x person engaged

in generation in accordince with the reculations specified by the
Appropogre Commission:

{48) “overheud line' means an electric line which is placed above the pround
and in the open air but does not include Yive rails of a rraction sysiem;

(49) “person™ shall include any company or body corporate o association or
body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, or anificial Juridical
person;

(50) “power system” means ull aspects of ‘generation, (ransmission,
distribution and supply of electricity dnd includes one or more of the
following, aumety.- T _

(a) gemerating stations;

(b} rausmission or main transmission lines:
© {c)  sub-stations; c B
T ) tie-lines;

(e} Juad desparch activities;
. i mains or dissribution mains;

(g)  electric supply-lines;

(h)  ovechead lines; -

Gi)  service lines;

Gy woeks:

(51} “premises” includes any land, building or structure:

(52) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made by the Appropriate
Government under this Act; o




331 "public Einyp” means an clectric Lunp ssed for the lighting of any siree(;

R0 Teeal time operanon” means achion o e tiken it u given ime a which
infonmarion about the  electricing svstem is made available to the
concerned Lol Despatch Centre:

155y “Regions) Power Comunitee” means s commitiee established by
resolution by the Cenwra) Governmznr for o specified  region for
fucilitating the integeated aperition of the power systems in that region:

1561 "Regiomal Load Despatch Cemtre™ means the centre established unde
sub-section (1) of section 27:

(37} “regulutions” means regulations made under this Act;

(581 “repealed laws” meuns the Indian Electricity Act, 1918, th2 Eleciriciny
iSupply) Act, 1948 and the Electricity Regulaiory Commissions Act,
1998 repealed by section 185;

(3%) "rules © means rules made under this Act:
100 seihelitie™ means the schedule t this At

1613 “service-line” means any eleciric supply line through which electricity
15, 0 is intended to e supplied -

1) 10 21 single consumer either from a distributing main or immediately
from the Distribution Licensee’s premises; or

th) from a distributing main 0 a group of consumers on the same
premises or on contiguous premises supplied from the same point of
the distributing main:

162) “specified” means specified by reguluions made by the Appropriate
Comimission or the Authority. as the case may be, under this Act;

163} “stand ulone system™ means the eleciricity sysiem set up to generale
T power and distribute electricity in a specilied area without conneciion to
the grid;

(o “Sate Comatission”™ nieans the State Electricity Regulatory Comunission
constitted  under subesection (11 of seeton §2 and includes @ Jaint
Commrssion constiluted  under sub-section 1 1) of section B3:

t63) "State Grid Code™ means the State Grid Code referred under clause th) of
sub-section (1) of section 36;

(06) "State Load Desparch Centre” means the centre established under sub-
section (1) of section 31;

67y “Siate Transmission Uiility” means  the Board or the Government
company specified as such by the State Government under sub-section {1}
al sectivm 39;

t68) “street” includes any way, road, lune, square, court, alley, passage or open
space, wheiher a thoraughfare or not. over which the public have a right of
wiy, and also the rondway and footway over any public bridge or
CinSeway,

(69} “sub-station” means a station for transforming or converting electricity for
the  wansmussin o disinbulon  thereof and includes  transformers,

9of 1910
54 0f 1948
14 of 1998
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conveners, switchgears, capacitors. svochronous condensers, stroctuges,
cuble and other appurtenant equipment and any buildings vsed for that
puepise aped the site theyeal’

IO Tsupply T i veliion (o electiiciny, mems e sale of electnicity 1o a licensee
ar ConsUIner,

171 "wading” means purchiase of electricity for resake thereol and the
expression “trade” shall be construed accordingly:

172) “wansmission lines” means all high pressure cables and overhead lines
(nol being an essenrial part of the disiribution system of 2 licensee)
teunsnuitting electricity fromt a generating stafion 1o anather generating
station or 3 sub-station. 1ogether with any slep-up and step-down
wansfomiers, switch-gear and tiher works necessary to and vsed for 1he
conlrol of such cables or overhead lines, and such buildings or pun
thergaf as may be required to accommodate such transformers, switch-
gear and other works;

{73) “wansntission  licenses” means o licensee authorised w establish or
operate ransmission lines:

(24} “ransmit” memns convesance of electricity by mean - of transmission lines
and the expression “ransmission” shall be zonstrued accordingly:

(250 "wiliny” means the electric lines o elecrical plant. und includes afl kinds,
buildings. warks and muterials anached theeto belonging v any person
4CTING us it genarating company or licensee under the provisions of this
Adt:

t76) “wheeling” means the aperation whereby the distribution systemy and
associated facilities of a transmission licensee or distribution licensee, as
the cuse puy be, are wsed by anoiher person for the conveyance of
electricity v payment of charges to be delermined under section 62:

71 “works” includes elevtric line, and any building, plan, machinery,
apparatus and any other thing of whitever description required to transenit,
distribute or supply electricity 10 the public and to carry into effect the
objects of a licence or sanction granted under this Act or any other law for
the time being in force.

PART I
NATIONAL ELECTRICITY POLICY AND PLAN

Natlaraat AR 1 The Centrat Governmens shall, from time te lime, prepace the national

f::;‘;;" fedioy electrivity podicy and 1ariff policy. in consubation with the State Governments and
the Authority for devetopment of the power system hased on uptimal utilisnion of
resources such as coal, materal gos, puclear substances or muerials, hydso ond
renewuble sources of energy.

¢2) The Cemral Government shull publish National Electricity Policy
andd Landf¥ policy from fime 1o time.

t3) The Central Government may. from time to time, in consultation
with the Siate Governments and the Awthority, review or revise, the National
Eleancity Pulicy and triff poticy referred 1 in sub-section (1} .

(4) The Authority shall prepare a National Electricity Plan in
accordance with the National Electricity Policy and notify such plan once in five
yeurs:
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Provided that the Authoricy v peparing the National Electricity
Plun shall publish the draft National Electncity Plan snd invite suggestions and
objecians thereon from licensees. seneraling companies and the pubbic within such
e s nuy be prescribied:

Provided further that the Autherity shall -
) notify the plan after obtaining the approval of the Central Government:
ikl revise the plan incorparating therein the dicections, if any, given by the
Central Government while groming approvil under clause (a).

t5) The Authority may review or revise the National Electricity Plan in
acctdance with the Narionad Electricny Policy.

1. The Cenwal Governmew  shall. after consultation  with the  State
Govermients, prepare and notily u nationat policy. permitting stand alone systems
cacladmg thase basad o reacwable soices of cilergy wd non-convenlona
srirves a energy ¥ lor raral rcas.

3. The Central Government skall alse formulate a nationat policy, in consultation
with the State Governments and the Stute  Commissions, for rural electrificanion
and fur hulk purchase of power and management of local distribution in rucsl areas
through Panchayat Institutions. wsers” associations, co-operalive socities, nom-
Governmental vrganisations or franchisces.

o, The Approgriate Government shall endeavour to supply elecuricity 1o
ull areas including villages and hamlets. ’

PART N
GENERATION OF ELECTRICITY

i ANy generaling company may establish, operate and maintain a generating
station without obtaining a Keence under this Acyil it complies with the technical
standards  relating 10 connectivity  with the grid referred 1o in clavse (b) of
section 73,

8. (1 Notwithstanding anything contained m section 7. any generating company
intending w set-up o hydro-geaerating siation shall prepare and  submit to the
Autharity fur its concumrence, o scheme estimaed 1o involve 4 capital expendiwre
exceeding such sum. us muy be tised by the Central Govermnent, from time o
time. by notificion

i The Awvthority  shall.  before  concuming in any scheme
submitied to it under sub-section (1) have particular regard to, whether or not in
its opinion,

{u) the proposed river-works will prejudice the prospects for the best
wltimzie development of the river ur it tributaries for power generation, consistent
with the requirements of drinking water. irrigation. aavigation, flood-control. or
other public purposes, amt for Lis purpase the Authority shall sarisfy itself, after
comsulion with the Stte Government, the Central Government.  of such other
agencies as it may deem appropriate. that an adequate study has been made of the
optimuy location of dams and other river-works:

b the proposed  scheme meets, the norms regording  dam design
and safery.

| 8 F
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t3) Where u mulii-purpose  scheme for the development of any river
iy regian i in operation, the State Goverament and the fenerating company
shall co-ordonate their activition with she activities of die person responsible o
such seheme s Far s they are iser-relined

Y il Nowwithatanding anything  eontiined in this Azt a person whay
CORSIUCL. mgigaing oF operate 3 cuptive generuting  plant and  dedicated
transimission lines;

Provided thut the supply of elsctricity from the captive gemecsting plant
through the grid shall be regulated in the same manner o3 the generating station of
a generating compuany.

12y Every person, who has constructed a captive generuting plant and
nantains and nperates such plant, shall have the right to opzn access for the
purposes of cirrving  electricity  from hin captive geaerating plant o the
destination ol his ese;

Provided that such open access shall be ubject to avatlubiliey of
adequate wansmission Facility and such availability of transmission facility shall
be deiermined by the Central Teansmission Lility or the State Transmission
Utiliny, as the case way be:

Proided furilre thit a0y dispate regarding the availability of transmission
faviliey shull be adjudicated upon by the Appre pricte Commission

10, (h Subject to the provisions of this Act, the duties of a generating
compapy shall be o establish. operate and maintain generatin g stations, lie-fines,
sub-stations and dedicated transmission lines connected therewith in accordance
with the pravisions of this Act or the rules or regulations made thereunder.

{2 A generating company may supply eleciricity to any licensee in
aceorlance with this Act and the rules and repulations made thereunder and may,
subjecy o the regulations made under suh-section (21 of section 42, supply
electricity ty uny consumer,

(3 Every generating company shall -

{a) submit technical dewils regarding its generating stations 1o the
Appropriste. Commission and (he Authorily;

ih) eo-ordimate with the Central Transmission Utilit y or the State
Transmission Urility, as the cie may he, for ransmission of the
electriviiy generated by it

It th The  Appropriate Governnwent may specify that o genzranng
company shall, in extrinrdinary circomstances aperare and maiatain any generating
station in sccordance with the directions of that Government,

Explanution. - For the purposes of this section, the expression “estracrdinary
circumstances” means circumstances arising oul of threat (0 security of the State,
public vrder or a natural calamity or such other circumstances arising in the public
interest.

) The Appropriate Commission may offser the adverse financial
impact of the directions referred to in sub-section (1) on any generating company
in such miunner as it considers appropriate.

10
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GUJARAT ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

GANDHINAGAR
Petition No. 2377 of 2024,

IN THE MATTER OF:

Petition under Section 61 (h), 62, 86 (1) (¢) and (e) and 181 of
the Electricity Act, 2003 and other applicable provisions of the
Electricity Act, 2003 for amendment of the Order No. 1 of 2024
for Tariff Framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution
Licensees and others from WindSolar Hybrid Power Projects
including Storage, if any, for the State of Gujarat and Procedure
for Grant of Connectivity to Projects based on Renewable
Sources to Intra-State Transmission System dated 07.01.2023.

AND IN THE MATTER OF:

Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited

Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan ,

Race Course,

Gujarat, Vadodara -390007 . PETITIONER

VERSUS

Madhya  Gujarat Vij Company Limited
Uttar Gujarat  Vij Company Limited
Paschim Gujarat Vij Company Limited
Dakshin  Gujarat Vij Company Limited
Torrent  Power Limited

MPSEZ Utilities  Limited

Deendayal Port Trust

Aspen Park Vadodara Pvt. Limited
Jubilant  Infrastructure Limited

GIFT Power Company Limited ) RESPONDENT
o Bau :i';n{_:s - \
-%:Qi—ﬁ_;_.i,!
7AUG 102k |

.'1 ae



190

In compliance to the instruction passed-on by Hon’ble Commission vide
daily order dated 09.08.2024

Petitioner has filed Miscellaneous Petition under Section 61 (h), 62, 86 (1)
(c) and (e) and 181 of the Electricity Act, 2003 and other applicable
provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003 for amendment of the Order No. 1 of
2024 for Tariff Framework for Procurement of Power by Distribution
Licensees and others from WindSolar Hybrid Power Projects including
Storage, if any, for the State of Gujarat and Procedure for Grant of
Connectivity to Projects based on Renewable Sources to Intra-State
Transmission System dated 07.01.2023.

Hon'ble Commission vide daily order passed on 09.08.2024 has directed
Petitioner to upload the present Petition with all the relevant documents on
its website and invite comments and suggestions from the Stakeholders on
the Petition on affidavit within 21 days from the date of issue of public

notice in two daily Gujarati & one English daily newspapers;

It is humbly submitted that as per the directives of Hon’ble Commission,
Petitioner has published public notice in two daily Gujarati Newspaper viz.
“Sandesh” & “Gujarat Samachar” on 14.08.2024 and in one daily English
Newspaper "Indian Express” on 14.08.2024 for inviting comments / objections
/ suggestions / views from stakeholders within 04-weeks from the date of

issue.

The cutting of the relevant pages of the newspapers dated 14.08.2024
containing the public notice are marked as Annexure and submitted herewith

for perusal of the Hon'ble Commission.

It is also submitted that the Petitioner has uploaded the copy of the Petition

and IA with relevant documents on its website.
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.\ 2| BEFORE THE GUJARAT ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
/Ja*' GANDHINAGAR

- aPiling No:

"~ Case No: 2377 of 2024.

under Section 61 (h), 62, 86 (1) (¢) and (e) and 181 of
the Electricity Act, 2003 and other applicable

provisions of the Electricity Act, 2003 for amendment |
of the Order No. 1 of 2024 for Tariff Framework for |
Procurement of Power by Distribution Licensees and

IN THE MATTER OF
others from WindSolar Hybrid Power Projects
including Storage, if any, for the State of Gujarat and
Procedure for Grant of Connectivity to Projects based
on Renewable Sources to Intra-State Transmission |
System dated 07.01.2023.

AND

| Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited,
Sardar Patel Vidyut Bhavan,
Race Course, Vadodara 390007

PETITIONER

IN THE MATTER OF

Affidavit '-".}gte:..‘t.( Ja¥.o2y

[, Dr. Ashok Kumar J Chavda, son of Mr. Jivrajbhai Chavda, aged 57 years,

residing at Vadodara, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as follows:

l. [ am the Chief Engineer (R&C) of the Gujarat Energy Transmission
Corporation Limited (GETCO), the Petitioner in the above matter
and am duly authorized by the said the Petitioner to make this
affidavit.







\92

1
[I. 1 say that the Statements made in the Petition herein above are
}\ based on the records maintained in Petitioner Company in the
X
A normal course of business and believed by me to be true.
o
"*" lIl. | say that the Annexures to the Petition are the true and correct

copies.

(GETCO) DEPONENT

VADODARA

® VERIFICATION:

Solemnly affirmed at Vadodara on this ¢ day of August, 2024 that the
contents of the above affidavit are true to my knowledge, no part of it is

false and nothing material has been concealed there from.

(DEPONENT)

NOTARIAL | NoTARIAL

NOTARIAL | | NoTARIAL

NOTARIAL

>olemnly AffirmedJQeclared
'worn Before meby.....) F—

'wié’f > )
SIRISH N. THAKKAR
TARY (Govt. of ijarai)

GIRISH
N. THAKKAR
AREA
VADODARA DIST,
R.NG.: 936-2008 | =
Elpu"_-, Ot
26-02-2028

%

My Commission Expires
on Dt. 26-Feh.2029

SIRISH N. THAKKAK
{OTARY {Govt. of Gujarat) INDIA
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gs Dakshin Gu)arat Vi) Compaay Limlted

S CIN U40102GJ200380C042908

JGUCL Sural Rural Circle

Opp. Uria Sadan, Nans Varachha Road, Kapodara, Surst 385 Qo6
DGVCL Toll Free No. 19123 {or 1800 233 3003)

Jendor Notice

Tenders are inviled for *Construction of Material Storage
Shed and other Miscellaneous Civil works with Security
Cabin al Kosamba sub-division under Kim Ind, Diviglon® and
*ARC for Civll Malntenance work for Execullon of misc. maln-
tenance wark for all sub-divislons end Diviaion pramiess of
Kadodara, Vyara and Bardoli Divisiens for the year 2024-25%
Dsialls are aveliable on  hitpi/www.dgvcl. com &
hitp:/Awww.Aprocure.com. |
CEO & SE (D&M}, Sutat Rural Clrcle, DGVCL.

Instadl MCB/ ELCB/ ACCE & Peevenl Eloctrlc Shecks/ Elctrissl Acclieuts
ROAD & BUILDING DEPARTMENT &

Tender Notice No. 07 of 2024-28 "

| In the name and on behal of the Governor of Gujarat
Stale, the Executive Enginesr, R & B Divisian, Civil
Lines Road, B/H Blood Bank, Godhra - 388001 Dist,
PMS. Ph, No (02672) 243421 invites on line tender
for Four Bridge Repairing works in SBD form having
cost Rs.18.22 lags 1o 42.70 Lacs from the
Coentractors reglstered in appropriate category.
The Bid document jor works will be available on web
site ; Iy .upto DL21.8.24 up o
12:00 Hrs. & last data of online tender submission
D1.21.8.24 up to 18:00 Hrs. Contractor should submit
to this office all bid documents by RPAD on or before
from D1.21.8.24 to 4.9.24 during office hours.
For further particulars please visit above website or
contact this offlce during ofiice hours.

e {(INF/Godhra/292/2024)

ON LINE TENDERING

GUJARAYT ENERQY TRANSMISSION
CORPORATION LIMITED

.2' . ¥
& @xi

«127 ¢ Sardar Patel Vidyul Bhavan, Race Course,
! G E Tc 0 Vadodara-390007
PUBLIC NOTIGE

Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation Limited (GETCO)
has filed Petition No: 2377 / 2024 before Hon'ble Gujarat
Electricity Regulatory Commission (GERC) under provisions
of the Electricity Act, 2003 for amendment of the Order No, 1
of 2024 dated 22.02.2024 regarding Tariff Framework for
Wind-Solar Hybrid Power Projects including Storage, if any, for
the State of Gujarat and Procedure for Grant of Connectivity to
Projects based on Renewable Sources to Intra-State
Transmission System dated 07.01,2023.

In‘the matter, Hon'ble GERC vide Order dated 8% Aug-2024
has directed GETOO to lesue & public notice Inviting
comments / suggestions from the stakeholders on the above
petition.

The petition filed by GETCO Is uploaded on lte website
www.getcogujarat.,com in R&C section.

The stakeholders / objectors may file thelr objections / sugges-
tions / comments in the petition on affidavit in five coples to
The Secretary, Gujaral Eleciricity Regulatory Gommission, §°
Fioor, GIFT ONE, Road 8C, Zone 5, Gift City, Gandhinagar -
382356 with a copy to the petitioner within 21 days time from
tha date of this publlc nolica, .
Date: 13.08.2024

Chiet Engineer {R&C)
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In contustion of the e-NIT notifications published for the work, ‘Conatruction of Spé
{65 »mb ot Kanyakumarl, Tamil Nadu (Civil, PH, Electrical, Mechanical & A
B7/MW/CMP-01/2024-26 dated. 11.07.2024) (Estimated cost: 73616.00 Lakha), ll‘
23.08.2024, 2330 hrm.

e TR 6 R ¥l For furthar dalails visil; www.lero, govin/Tendere.himl (w]m
"‘E'*"“

1 Adoint Company Petition under Saciiom-z’.!&w and other appficable provisions

Corporate House, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle, S G, Highway, Khodiy

BEFQRE THE NATIOMAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL, AK

C.P2 (CAAY 39 {AHM) 2024 connacled wilh |

) - CLA. (CAA)/ 29 {AHM) 2024 i

In the matier of Seclions 230 to 232 and other applicable provisions of Iﬁ
and

In the matier of Sc!wma of Amalgamation

Stratatech Mlmral Resuumss Pdva!s Limited (*Transfror
with

an Energen Limited (“Transteree Gompany”)

Stratatech Mineral Rnsnutcas)‘mrste Limited, & private limited company,
Incorporated under tha provisions of the Companiés Aot, 2013 and having its
registered office at Adan| Corporate House, Shantigram, Near Valshno Devi Circ
8. G. Highway, Khodiyar, Akmedabad, Gujarat ~ 382 421, India.
CIN: U14200GJ2018PTC110138

Mahan Energen Limited, a public imited company, Incorpo_ratuﬂ under thé
provisions of the Companies Act, 1956 and having Its registered office at Adan

Gandninagar, Gujarat - 382 421, India.
CIN: U401I]03J2005PLC147890

Scheme of Amalgamation of Stratatech Mineral Resources Private Limited
(“Scheme"), was presented by the Petitioner Comparies on 13th July 2024, By
-Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal, Ahmedabad Bench (*Han'ble Tribunal®)
Joint Company Petition on 26th September 2024 before the Hon'ble Tribunal at 10:3
Any parson desirous of-supporting ar opposing the said Joint Company Petiti
Companies’ advocate at the address mentionad hereunder, notice of his intention
with'his name and address, 50 as to reach the Hon'ble Tribunal and the Pelitioner
than two (2) days befors the date of hearing of the Joint Company Petition flxad b
September 2024, Where such person seeks fo appose the Joint Company Psutiorl“
copy of his affidavit shall be furnished with such notice.

A copy of the Joint Company Petition will be furnished by the Petitioner Cumps‘
requiring the same on paymsmal the prescribed charges forthe sarme. 1

Dated: 9.0.2024 i

Address: Singhi & Co., Advucates & Nolaiy, SOgiv ilousy,
1, Magnl Corporale Park, Noar Gola Bridge,

5.6, Highway, Ahmedabad ~ 380 059 Advacetes
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JINDAIL WORLDWID[
Regd.& Corp. Off: *Jindal House", Cpp. Dmarnt, |

o : $hivranjanl Shyamal 132 Ft Ring Road, Setel)
CiN : L17110GJ1986PLCO0AYM2 - Phone : 079-71( |
E-Mail 1d: csjindal@)lndaltoxtios.com « Websile | wwawfind |

STAYEMENT OF STANDALONE & CONSOLIDATED UN-AUDITED Fit !
{AS PER AEGULATION 33 OF THE 3EB) (LODR) REGULATIONS, 204: | |
THE !ZOMPANIES ACT, 2013 AND IND-AS)
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